
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Village President’s Desk 
Welcome to 2020 in Berkeley, IL USA 

Good day, Berkeley residents and businesses. Just like that we enter our second year 
and the 5th Edition of “Berkeley Connects”. I hope that you find this quarterly 
informational newsletter helpful in keeping you updated with what is happening in and 
around our community. 

Our collective goal within the Village of Berkeley is to better inform and “connect” 
you to your local government operations. Tasked with creating that connection each issue, 
I would like to thank Mr. Jim Marino, long-time resident, former Village Trustee, past 
BYBA President, and current Special Projects Coordinator, for his fine work in pulling 
together the information you hold in your hands with each publication. 

The following is some of what we can expect and look forward to in 2020: 
I am happy to report that the Board of Trustees, Village Administrator Rudy Espiritu, 

departmental leaders and staff continue to operate Village operations “in the black”. 
Revenues are at or exceed spending, which is a credit to all managers and employees for 
the dedication brought to their job each day.  

The I-294 Tollway Reconstruction Project has begun in and around Berkeley along 
our western border. The January Town Hall meeting hosted by the Village of Berkeley 
was standing room, filled with interested Village residents. The Tollway Authority 
Engineers and Planners as well as ComEd representatives presented the construction 
schedule for 2020 regarding this 6-year construction project. These Annual Town Hall 
meetings are meant to continue to keep the community informed regarding impacts 
during the calendar year due to construction operations. This state-of-the-art engineering 
and construction project will have significant impacts on the Village which will include 
improved traffic flow, water retention, and sound and site lines among many other 
improvements. Village staff are in regular communication with Tollway staff, so if you 
should have concerns, please do reach out. 
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Closer to home, planning meetings have begun with the Village of Hillside, Village of Berkeley and the Berkeley 
Park District for the shared Hillside -Berkeley / Taft and Electric Ave corridor as well as the Illinois Prairie Path that 
runs through both towns. We are early in the process; however, tremendous opportunity and potential exists for this 
valuable corridor. You can expect to hear more on this project in future publications. 

The Memorial Day Parade will be of special significance this year as we honor U.S. Military personnel who 
sacrificed their lives in defense of our freedom. The Berkeley Youth Baseball program has been invited to march with 
our distinguished personnel as we celebrate this solemn occasion. We welcome our young athletes and their families 
and look forward to their participation.  

Berkeley Youth Baseball will celebrate the opening day of their season on the last Sunday in April at the MacArthur 
School ball fields, times and details will follow. Good luck to all on another successful baseball season and thank you 
coaches, parents and sponsors for providing opportunities for the youth of our community. 

The Berkeley Code Enforcement Program, led by Commander Greg Bednar, appreciated the cooperation and respect 
shown by residents and businesses when working to bring properties up to current standards of safety and compliance 
within our Village this past year. Greg looks to continue this essential program and also to expand assistance to residents 
who may not have the wherewithal or resources to upgrade their property. You too can help your neighbor by 
volunteering to help those in need within the community. Please contact Commander Bednar at the Berkeley Police 
Department if you are interested in donating time or resources to help our residents in need. Our local businesses are 
also encouraged to participate. 

As we move to spring and summer of 2020, consider the impact that you can have on your community. Please 
consider volunteering at the Berkeley Public Library or join the Berkeley Garden Club or you can become a 
Neighborhood Watch block captain or just attend a monthly meeting. Check out and enroll in a Berkeley Park District 
program. Join us in July for a Night of Music held in Berkeley Park. Support and memorialize our heroes at the 
Memorial Day Parade and as always please continue to support our local businesses by buying in Berkeley. Any or all 
help to make our community stronger. I look forward to seeing you around town.  
 
 
Sincerely,      

 
Robert E Lee Jr 
Village President  
Village of Berkeley  
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Berkeley Code Enforcement/Property Maintenance 
Helpful Tips to Achieve Compliance 
The Property Maintenance / Code Enforcement Division’s primary responsibility is maintaining and enhancing the quality of life 
for Berkeley’s residents by enforcing the adopted codes and ordinances as requested by residents. In preparation of spring, the 
department has a few tips on how to achieve compliance. Here are some of the violations we look for: 
• Holiday lights are required to be removed 90 days after the holiday (March 25th) 
• Trash, yard waste and recycling containers are not allowed in the street.  Containers should not be put out prior to 6:00 p.m. 

the night before or left out after scheduled pick-up. Beginning in April, yard waste will be collected weekly. Yard waste 
consists of grass clippings, twigs, leaves and plant material. Yard waste is to be set out in 30 gallon paper bags designed for 
the collection of yard waste or in suitable containers. Residents are asked if using a conventional refuse container (32 gallon 
can) for yard waste to clearly mark the can “YW”. Do not use plastic bags for yard waste (they cannot be ground up for 
composting). Rocks, sod, bales of hay and landscape timbers are not landscape waste and should not be placed in yard waste 
cans or bags. All cans should then be removed from the curb stored at the rear of the house and not in public view. Refer to 
the schedule for appropriate dates of pick-up. 

• Grass must be kept no higher the 6 inches 
• Unlicensed, inoperable vehicles and vehicle not parked on a paved surfaces 
• Peeling paint on property 
• Sump-pump and downspouts must discharge within 5 ft. from the property lines and not cause a nuisance to the public right-

of-way or neighboring property 
• Fence that may need to be repaired 
• Driveways that have deteriorated and need to be repaired or replaced 
• 4” address numbering on your house and detached garage facing an alley or street 
• Pools/hot tubs and spas that require barriers such as self-closing and self-latching gates or having ladders removed 
• Work being done without permits 
Residents may find a warning notice left on the front door or will receive a notice in the mail regarding property maintenance 
issues. Efforts like these do not always mean that a fine is on the way, but it does demonstrate the level of our commitment by 
asking for your help in the further beautification of Berkeley. Working together, we can keep Berkeley beautiful! 

Berkeley Police Department               

Be Aware of Scammers 
The Berkeley Police Department would like to warn residents of scams that occur within all communities nationwide.  
Please be aware that with the warmer weather approaching there is a likely increase in “gypsy – related crimes”. "Gypsies" are a 
particular group of organized criminals that have been known to perpetrate a series of burglaries and scams nationwide.  

• Be warned that these scams usually target elderly victims by gaining their confidence to get access to their homes. 
Individuals will target the elderly, and will show up at the home dressed, resembling a member of Public Works or the 
Water department (hard hat, traffic vest, walkie-talkie etc.). There will usually be at least two people, one person will 
lead the home owner to the basement to "check the water meter," while the other "Water Department worker" will stay 
in the kitchen and "keep an eye on the faucet." While the homeowner is in the basement being distracted, the other 
person will go through the house and steal any valuables they may find. These people work very fast and can be in and 
out of your house in minutes. These types of scammers prey on the good nature of people, particularly the elderly, to 
illegally obtain a benefit. If someone comes to your door claiming to be from the Village and needing access to the 
residence, please don’t hesitate to call the Police Department to verify.  

• Also, we would like to remind you of several phone scams particularly phone calls from people identifying themselves 
as the “IRS”. The IRS does NOT contact people by phone. NEVER provide information over the phone. 

If you have elderly relatives or neighbors, please take the time to educate them regarding these scams.  If you see something, say 
something!  Report any suspicious trucks, vehicles or solicitors to the Police Department.  We are going to do everything we can 
to minimize this as best as possible! AWARENESS IS KEY! 
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Berkeley Fire Department     
Outdoor Fire Safety Recommendations 
When the weather starts to warm up and become more pleasant, it is only natural to want to be outside to absorb as 
much as the improving weather possible. When you are relaxing in the backyard, one of the highlights of that evening 
is a safely built and watched fire.  

When enjoying your fire only use dried firewood. One of the quickest ways to aggravate the neighbors is to produce 
thick low hanging smoke caused by fresh cut wood, yard clippings and plastics.  

Fires built in the backyard should be at least fifteen feet from any structure or combustible exposure. Fire pits should 
not be any larger than 3ft by 3ft. All fires are to shall be covered to prevent embers from traveling, possibly causing 
fires elsewhere.  

Remember to extinguish fires when you are done for the evening. Outside fire pits and chimneys are meant to take 
delight and pleasure in. Unfortunately, they are also the reason for accidental mishaps that have caused destruction an 
injury. 

Follow these three simple rules when enjoying an outside fire.  
1. CHOOSE A SAFE LOCATION 
2. START THE FIRE SAFELY 
3. EXTINGUISH THE FIRE WHEN DONE 

American Legion Post #1016   

Moving into The American Legion’s Busiest Months 
As we move into the months of March, April and May which are some of The American Legion’s busiest months some 
of the projects we will be focusing on: 
1) Memorial Day Essays are being submitted along with poster concepts both will have to be read and judged.  
  
2) We will be sending out letters to all our members to kick off our Poppy Campaign.  
  
3) We will be contacting local Berkeley Businesses to ask for permission to be able to solicit Our Poppies outside of 
their establishments.  
 
4) Miss Poppy for 2020 will be present to Village President Bob Lee the first poppy of the year to officially start the 
2020 Poppy Campaign. 
  
5) The American Legion will be out on May 21st, 22nd, and 23rd seeking donations for the 2020 Poppy Campaign 
which benefits hospitalized war veterans the citizens of Berkeley have always been very generous toward our Veterans 
and for that The American Legion Thanks You. 
  
6) We will be making our annual donation to Fisher House (located near Hines Hospital) in April.  The Fisher House 
is place where the families of veterans who need hospitalization at Hines can stay close to their loved ones that are in 
Hines Hospital, the families are not charged for their stay room at Fisher House. 
 
7) Finally, The American Legion will be preparing for the annual Berkeley Memorial Day Parade and Ceremonies. 
Please come out to join to view the parade and take part in honoring those who have given so much for our country.  
Unite with us, be a part of the community. Please contact Ted and Marian in c/o American Legion Berkeley post 
1016, PO Box 892 Hillside, Illinois 60162 
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Berkeley Neighborhood Watch 
Creating Community Awareness 
BERKELEY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH has been very active creating community awareness in the village. In 
December, 2019 we hosted Holiday Safety Bingo. Winners were presented with personal safety items such as key 
chains with sirens. 
FUTURE MEETINGS at the Village Hall beginning at 6:30 p.m. will be as follows:   

 Wednesday, March 11, 2020: SELF-DEFENSE DEMONSTRATION 
 Wednesday, April 8th, 2020 
 Wednesday, May 13th, 2020: Block Captain Training 

 If you wish to be a block captain for your street, feel free to contact Sgt. Len Nortek (708) 449 8226 or 
lnorek@berkeley.il.us and he will send you an application, a training guide and, after your approval, a credential 
badge. We also have applications at our monthly meeting. 

 Our Safety DOOR/WINDOW decals are FREE at the Library, Village Hall and Police Station 

 Contact us at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com, Facebook, or through Sgt. Len Norek (708)449-8226 

 
Visit smile.amazon.com and select “Berkeley Neighborhood Watch as your charity of choice. 
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to Berkeley 
Neighborhood Watch!  AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same 
service. 
 

Berkeley Little League Baseball  
2020 Baseball Season            
The Berkeley Little League 2020 Season kicks off with Opening Day on Sunday April 26th at the BYBA ball fields 
behind Sunnyside / MacArthur Schools. There is still one registration date remaining Saturday March 14th 
Registration from 11am to 3pm at the Berkeley Village Hall 5819 Electric Ave.  
Fee Schedule and Coed Division Ages: 
T-Ball = 3-6 years old = $80/child - Coach Pitch = 7-8 years old (1st – 2nd Grade) = $150/child 
Minor Division = 9-10 years old (3rd – 4th Grade) = $175/child - Major Division = 11-12 years old (5th – 6th 
Grade) = $175/child - Junior Division = 13-14 years old (7th – 8th Grade) = $225/child 
Berkeley Little league Baseball is looking for Coaches for all divisions. 
You can Pre-register online now to reserve a roster spot for your child at www.berkeleylittleleague.com. 
For more information or inquiries please email Berkeley Little League Baseball at 
berkeleybaseball2016@gmail.com. 
 
      

 

mailto:berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.berkeleylittleleague.com/
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Berkeley Community Garden Club  

A New Growing Season is Upon Us 
Another growing season is here and the Berkeley Community Garden Club would love for you to join us in our mission of 
making Berkeley an even more wonderful place to call home. We like to thank all the folks that plan to continue their 
participation in the Berkeley Community Garden Club and those of you thinking about joining to be able to enjoy the 
benefits of healthy, pesticide-free, locally grown produce. One of the biggest benefits of joining the BCGC is to aid the 
club in donating produce to the number of local food pantries servicing Berkeley residences and neighbors in need.  Come 
out, make friends, build community, beautify our environment, and join us in our mission!  For more info about 
membership, plot rental or upcoming events visit at our Facebook Page- BerkelelyGardenClub, or email us at 
berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net or call 630.481.6442. 

 
“Promoting education and awareness of the environment  

for the health and well-being of the community.” 

Berkeley Public Library 

Fostering the Spirit of Exploration, Learning, and Reading 
The Library will be closed on May 25 in observance of Memorial Day. 
Announcements: 
Spring Book Sale – Our Friends group will be hosting their annual spring book sale on Saturday, April 4th, at 11:00A – 3:00P. 
All proceeds benefit the library. Picture Book Putt Putt will also be available during the sale for children 10 and under.  
Spring Programs: 
Intro to Vegan Eating. March 7, 1:00-2:00. Join us for a presentation on vegan living with an emphasis on the vegan diet as a 
way of life by BPL staff member Michaela Grady. There will be food sampling! Registration requested.  
Berkeley Public Library NCAAB March Madness Bracket Challenge. March 16-19. Starting March 16th, pick up an empty 
bracket at the circulation desk or use the online bracket at berkeleypl.org. Submit your brackets by March 19st before first round 
tip-off for a chance to win a prize (the First Four is a free play). 
Juggling! With Jason Kollum. March 28, 1:00-2:00. Jason will be hosting a completely interactive juggling program that is 
high-energy and filled with lots of laughs! This show is for all ages. Sign up today to reserve your seats! 
Decluttering. March 31, 6:30-7:30. Clutter can be unsafe and unhealthy. Join us for this presentation by Monica Barichello and 
learn what clutter is, what to do with it, and how to downsize your belongings. All ages welcome. Registration requested.  
Volunteer Fair. April 25, 1:00-3:00. Looking to serve the community? Stop by our Volunteer Fair! Meet local organizations 
that accept volunteers. See which group is right for you! All ages welcome. 
How to Shop for a Senior Living Community, April 28, 6:30-7:30. How do you decide if you should move out of your 
current house and when? Join Monica Barichello and learn about the differences between independent living, assisted living, 
memory care, rentals, CCRC housing, and why there is a need for so many Senior Living Options. Registration required. 
Chair Yoga. March 2, 16, 30, April 13, 27, May 11. 10:30- 11:15. Come join us for yoga performed while seated or using a 
chair for support by Marian Williams, a certified yoga instructor. Registration requested. 
Motown: Music that Moved the World by Gary Wenstrup. May 5, 7:00-8:00. In the 1960’s, Detroit produced 110 Top Ten 
Motown hits! It was the "Sound of Young America" sung by performers like The Supremes, The Temptations, Marvin Gaye, 
and Stevie Wonder. Using audio and visual content, Gary will trace the journey from the power soul of "Dancing in the Streets" 
to the pop soul of The Jackson 5.  
Conversational English/ Inglés Conversacional. May/ Mayo 21, 6:30. Practice your English skills while meeting new friends. 
This group is for English learners of all ages. Practica su habilidades de inglés mientras conoces nuevos amigos. Este grupo es 
para aprendices de ingles de todas las edades.   
Homeschooling 101. May 19th, 6:30. What is it?  Can you homeschool in Illinois?  How do you do it?  These questions and 
more will be answered by a panel of area homeschooling parents and library staff. 
**For more information on other programs, please stop in the library and pick up our spring newsletter or check out our 
website (www.berkeleypl.org) or join us on Facebook at (https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/) 
 

 

mailto:berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net
http://www.berkeleypl.org/
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Planning on Selling Your Home? 
Village Pre-Sale Inspection is required 
If you are considering selling your home, please take note of the Village’s Pre-Sale Inspection requirements. Prior to 
sale or transfer of property within the Village of Berkeley, each property must be inspected by the Village to 
determine whether there are any property maintenance code violations that need to be corrected. The primary goal of 
the Pre-Sale Inspection process is to protect the public’s health, safety and welfare by determining violations that 
would put those goals at risk. The Village of Berkeley then requires that any code violations be corrected prior to the 
sale or transfer of the property. 
The Pre-Sale Inspection includes an examination of the foundation, roof, windows, porches, steps, fences, zoning, 
mechanical systems, fire safety issues, driveway surface and sump pump. In addition to items specifically listed 
within the property maintenance code, the Village also enforces the following requirements: 

• Compliance with emergency escape and egress requirements as required in the Village’s adopted Building 
Codes. 

• Elimination of mold and mildew. 
• Minimum electric service of 100 amps as required by the Village’s adopted electrical code. 
• Placement of carbon monoxide detectors as required by the State of Illinois. 

 
While the Village of Berkeley inspection will not take place of any home inspections that a potential buyer of the 
property may request, it will help identify any Municipal Code violations that could potentially prevent the sale or 
transfer of the home. 

The fee for a Single-Family Residence is $350.00. The Village of Berkeley strongly recommends that you contact 
the Village’s Building Department several weeks in advance of your closing to schedule the Pre-Sale Inspection this 
will allow sufficient time to correct the code violations that are found.  

For more information, please contact the Village of Berkeley’s Building Department at (708) 449-8840 or visit the 
Village’s website www.berkeley.il.us.   

Cook County Board of Review 
Surviving Spouse Property Tax Abatement 
 
The Cook County Board of Commissioners have passed an ordinance to authorize a property tax abatement for the 
surviving spouses of Cook County's fallen heroes. The program serves surviving spouses of a fallen police officer, 
solider or rescue worker. This program will recognize and honor the ongoing impact of this sacrifice on these 
families. 
 
The program can abate up to 100% of a surviving spouse's Cook County property tax liability. The Cook County 
Board of Review will administer the program, and surviving spouses apply for the abatement with us.  
The Board of Review will consider applications and supporting evidence - hold a hearing if needed- and recommend 
qualifying applicants for final approval. If approved and admitted into the program, the surviving spouse may 
reaffirm the facts remain the same and continue in the program yearly.  

For more information please visit Cook County Board of Review’s website www.cookcountyboardofreview.com 

 

http://www.berkeley.il.us/
http://www.cookcountyboardofreview.com/
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MARCH 2020  
March 03    Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
March 05 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
March 12 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
March 17    Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
March 19 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
March 26  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
March 30    Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.  
     

APRIL 2020 
April 02  1st Yard Waste Pickup 
 Recycling West of Taft Ave  
April 06 1st Brush Pickup – Entire Town 
April 07   Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
April 09  Recycling East of Taft Ave  
April 10 Village Hall Closed – Good Friday 
April 13 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
April 16      Recycling West of Taft Ave 
April 20 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
April 21 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
April 23 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
April 27      Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
          Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
April 30 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
  

MAY 2020  
May 04       Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
May 05  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
May 07  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
May 11  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
May 14  Recycling West of Taft Ave    
May 18  Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
May 19       Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
May 21       Recycling East of Taft Ave 
May 25       Village Hall Closed – Memorial Day 
May 26  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
                    Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.  
May 29 Garbage Delayed  
                    Recycling West of Taft Ave 
 
 

 
       Village of Berkeley 
      5819 Electric Avenue 
     Berkeley, Illinois 60163 
            708-449-8840 

 

 
 

The Village of Berkeley takes great pride in the beautification and 
maintenance of its community and supports the efforts of its residents 
through its annual brush pickup program. Beginning Monday, April 6th 
with both sides of the Village, the Berkeley Public Works Department 
will collect brush from residential parkways (see calendar for dates). 
Pickup dates conveniently correspond with the recycling date of each 
side of the Village. For the purposes of this curbside collection 
program, “brush” collectively refers to tree limbs, branches, pruning, 
and small shrubs/bushes.    

All brush to be collected must be set out in the residential parkway 
no later than 7:00 a.m. the day of collection, but no earlier than the 
Saturday or Sunday before the collection day.  Plan your trimming 
around your scheduled pickup to prevent potential code violations. Use 
this guide to get the most of our program: 

• Public Works will make only one pass through the Village each 
scheduled day. If a resident should miss that pass, do not bring 
brush out until the next scheduled pick-up day. 

• For the safety of Berkeley residents, the Public Works 
Department requests that residents do not approach workers 
who are operating chipping machinery such as the wood 
chipper and/or chain saws, as they are used with protective 
equipment with good reason. 

• Branches must measure between 3 feet and 8 feet in length and 
be placed in the parkway with cut ends toward the street. Brush 
piles that are badly tangled will not be picked up as they 
represent a safety hazard to personnel. 

• Please place branches with thorns in a separate pile. 
• Place brush on the parkway in front of your home only. 

Branches placed in alleys are neither easily seen nor accessible.  
• Do not place brush in cans. Brush placed in cans will be left 

behind for regular weekly garbage pickup. 
• Willow whips, vines, stalks and similar yard vegetation must 

be disposed of with weekly yard waste pickup as it causes 
damage to chipping machinery. 

• Remove all roots and dirt. Roots can be disposed of during 
regular yard waste pickup.  

• Brush containing anything other than branches will not be 
collected and staff will not sort it. These piles will be skipped 
until garbage has been removed. 

• The brush program is for home owners performing work 
themselves. Brush generated by tree services, landscape 
contractors or other services paid for by the homeowner are not 
eligible for this program.  

Brush removal is not the same as tree removal. The Village will 
not chip a removed tree. This exceeds the intent of the program and 
is the responsibility of the homeowner to dispose of properly and 
includes logs larger than 6” in diameter. 
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