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From the Village President’s Desk

Greetings Berkeley Residents and Business Owners,

This edition of Berkeley Connects represents the beginning of our public planning process
as we are just two short years away from the Centennial Celebration of the Village of
Berkeley, from 1924- 2024. May 20™, 1924 is our official date of incorporation within the
State of Illinois as a municipal corporation. Berkeley will celebrate a series of public events
throughout the 2024 calendar year designed to recognize the achievements of organizations,
businesses and individuals who helped to build Berkeley into the community that it is today,

exactly 100 years in the making.

Along with this copy of Berkeley Comnects, you will be receiving a reprinted
commemorative edition of “Oats to Roses, The History of Berkeley” by Rosemarie Johnson.
This is the story of the history of Berkeley as told through the eyes of a mother of six, a scout
mother, a resident of a growing community, raising her family in the western suburbs of
Chicago in the late 1960’s through early 1970’s. Originally distributed in 1974, the year
Berkeley celebrated its first 50 years, we thought it appropriate to help to kick off our
community celebration of the second 50 years by making sure that every current family and
business owner receives a copy for your enjoyment. This copy is free to you, however, if you
wish to purchase additional copies for family members or friends who once lived in town,
information is in the back of “Oats to Roses” on how to do so. Donations are also accepted,
as all monies received will help to offset the costs of events scheduled for the Centennial

Celebration in 2024.
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The planning for Centennial events is in the early stages and all Berkeley Civic partners, organizations, and residents
will have the opportunity to participate, join a committee, and volunteer to help as much as or however you can. For
instance, did you know that the Village of Berkeley is known as the “Rose Town”? The official flower of Berkeley is the
rose and was proclaimed such at the March 20™, 1957 Board Meeting.

A committee was led by Mrs. Carl Ryberg, who researched and recommended that the official flower of the Village be
the rose. It was proclaimed by then Village President Glen E. Morgan, that the rose will be the official flower of Berkeley
and “(I) do hereby urge all residents to plant and cultivate the Rose.” (A fun fact of our history, one of which we will

encourage all residents to participate in as we bring back the rose as the official flower of Berkeley).

The planning of this and other events will offer an opportunity to bring our community together to celebrate our history
and plan our future by working together with our friends, neighbors, community partners, and others. It will provide a chance
to reach out to former Berkeley residents who are all over the country to share stories, photographs, and articles from the
local press at the time, and share what Berkeley meant to their families. Our social media opportunity today is limitless with

regard to that outreach and so many will have the chance to “Come Home to Berkeley” and share in the experience.

Current Berkeley resident Kathleen Chmura will serve as our Centennial Chair and will oversee the planning and
implementation of anticipated Centennial events such as a community vintage car parade, the Rose project, a “History of
Berkeley Mural” project, BYBA whiffle ball tournament, Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall at Berkeley Park, the opening
of the Village of Berkeley Time Capsule (installed at the Berkeley Public Library in 1974), as well as the installation of a
new Village of Berkeley Time Capsule to be installed in 2024 for future residents of Berkeley to enjoy in 2074 . As you can

see, Kathleen will need a lot of people in order for all of these committees to be successful.

As we get closer to our Centennial planning and celebration, we will keep you informed, encourage you to participate,
ask for your help, and hope you will bring the family. In the meantime, we hope you enjoy your copy of “From Oats to
Roses, The History of Berkeley, 1924 through 1974.” In 2024, we plan to have “From Oats to Roses , The History of
Berkeley in the New Millennium, 1974 through 2024 available, currently being researched and written by former Village
of Berkeley Police Chief Timothy Griffin.
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Robert E. Lee, Jr.
Village President, Village of Berkeley
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Your Right to Know

Did you know that elected officials meet regularly each month to discuss matters that have impacts on the community and you
are invited to attend? Did you know that if you can’t make it, you can still read about what was discussed? Use the links below to
keep up with matters that affect you and stay informed:

Village of Berkeley

Meets the first and third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM: https://www.berkeley.il.us/agendas

Berkeley Public Library

Meets the fourth Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM: http://berkeleypl.org/trustees

Berkeley Park District

Meets the first Wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM: https://berkeleyparkdistrict.com/board-meetings

Berkeley School District 87
Meets the fourth Monday of each month at 7:00 PM: https://www.berkeley87.org/about/board of education/board meetings

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch has been very active in the Community by presenting Monthly Safety and Crime
Prevention Programs.
Upcoming Meeting Dates:

» Thursday, June 16, 2022 — Block Captain Training

» Thursday, August 18, 2022 — (TBA)
All Meetings are held at the Public Library at beginning at 6:30pm. All are welcome to join us. Can’t attend in

person? Join us on Facebook live at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch

Summer Events:

» Sponsor Music in the Park Thursday, July 28, 2022

» National Night Out on Tuesday, August 2, 2022

» We are actively recruiting residents to become Block Captains._If you wish to be a Block Captain for your street,
feel free to contact Officer William Castellano at wcastellano@berkeley.il.us and he will send you an application,
a training guide, and after your approval, a credential badge. We also have applications at our Monthly Meetings
as well!

» Our DOOR/WINDOW safety decals are FREE at the Village Hall, Library, and the Police Station. Inquire within
to get yours today!

» For Safety Tips, News, and Meeting Information, like us on Facebook @berkeleyneighborhoodwatch. You can
also contact us at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com, or through Officer William Castellano at
wecastellano@berkeley.il.us

Together We Create a Safer Community.

Berkeley’s Family Fun Fest

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14" - NOON -5:00 p.m.
FOOD, FUN AND LIVE MUSIC
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Berkeley Fire Department @%
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Poison Prevention Tips:

Before you start your spring cleaning, IPC (Illinois Poison Control) advises you to take additional precautions when
clearing out cupboards, closets, basements and garages. Spending a few extra minutes to correct any potential poisoning
hazards in your home could prevent serious harm — even death — for a family member, neighbor or pet. To protect
children and adults from an accidental poisoning exposure during your spring clean-up, the IPC offers the following tips
for poison-proofing your home:

Whenever using cleaning products, always read the product label first and use the product according to the label
directions, keep all cleaning products in their original containers with original labels

Store cleaning products out of sight, in locked cabinets, keep all household cleaning products and other poisonous
products separated from food products

Never leave a cleaning product open and unattended and when using cleaning products, work in well-ventilated
areas

Dispose of cleaning products according to the instructions on the label.

In case of a poisoning exposure, follow these first-aid steps, then call the Illinois Poison Control (1-800-222-
1222):

If the chemical is swallowed: Give the victim water to drink: If the victim is unconscious, Call 911 or take the
victim to the nearest hospital emergency department. Never try to chemically neutralize any poison.

If the chemical is spilled onto the skin: Remove contaminated clothing and wash skin gently with soap and cool
water.

If the chemical is gotten into the eyes: Rinse the eyes immediately with lukewarm water for 15 minutes.

If the chemical fumes are breathed in: Remove victim to fresh air, taking care not to become exposed yourself. If
the victim is not breathing, Call 911 and start artificial respiration and continue until medical help arrives.

Fire Safety Reminder:

Grills and fire pits are an enjoyable part of spring and summer evenings. Just keep in mind that enjoyment can change

quickly if caution isn’t given while in use.

Do not use wet logs, dried firewood will reduce the smoke, never sit close to the fire pit, keep fire pits a minimum of 10
feet from structures or combustible structures, one person at the grill; do not gather around, only use charcoal lighter
fluid no other flammable liquids should be used for traditional charcoal grills.

Mosquito Abatement

The combined efforts of any mosquito abatement program cannot succeed without the
assistance of the public. Many potential breeding sites can be found around the home.
These include old tires, buckets, wheelbarrows, clogged rain gutters, kiddie pools, etc.

Since disease carrying mosquitoes develop in stagnant water, anything that can hold water
for more than a week can be a source of mosquitoes! Residents are encouraged to use a common sense approach in

avoiding exposure to adult mosquitoes. Try to avoid outdoor activities around dusk, when mosquito activity is at its
highest; also, when outdoors at dusk wear long sleeves, long pants, socks and light colored, loose fitting clothes. Apply
mosquito repellent containing 20-35% DEET primarily to clothing, concentrations of 10% or less are indicated for
children aged 2-12. For more detailed information please visit the Desplaines Valley Mosquito Abatement District website

www.desplainesvalleymad.com, or call 708-447-1765
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Berkeley Community Garden Club

The season of growth is here again for Berkeley Community Garden Club!!! Although our
focus for the 2022 growing season will be on growing healthy, pesticide-free produce for our

plot renters, members, and neighbors in need, we are excited and grateful to once again join

our community partners in celebrating Berkeley. We have a multitude of community-based activities planned, including
co-hosting cooperative events like Music in the Park, kids’ activities, and service projects. We invite you to rent a plot for
your own family, we still have a few left, or volunteer to maintain a sharing garden plot.

We hope to hear from you!! Check us out on Facebook!! For more info about membership, plot rental or volunteering

visit at our Facebook Page- BerkeleyGardenClub, or email us at berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comecast.net or call

630-481-6442 “Promoting education and awareness of the environment

for the health and well-being of the community.”
American Legion

LET SUMMER BEGIN!!!! The Berkeley
American Legion and Auxiliary Post 1016 has faced

many new challenges, but we are moving on. As our
veteran population is ageing it is time to step up and
join the Legion. Let’s pass on our patriotic duties and
ceremonies for the future of our community. Our regular
meetings will be at the Village Hall.
Here are some of the projected upcoming events:
JUNE
e June 10th Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall
e June 11-17th Illinois Boys State Convention, EIU Charleston, IL

e June 19" Father’s Day Fly your Flag
e June 19-25" Illinois Girls State Convention, EIU Charleston, IL

JULY
e July 4th 4% of July Fly your Flag
e July 8™ Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall

e July 13-16™ Illinois Department Convention Springfield, IL

AUGUST

e August 6-7"" Reenactment
e August 12"  Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall
e  August 26-31 National Convention Milwaukee, WI

The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary is committed to being a community minded organization. If you are interested
in becoming a member please contact John Asaro at (708) 493-2303. Thank you for your support. Commander John Asaro


mailto:berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net

BERKELEY CONNECTS

Berkeley Public Works

The Berkeley Public Works Department will be embarking on a busy summer schedule
VILLAGE OF BERKELEY while balancing the administration of several large projects within the community.

@ P ”Bl/c W ﬂﬁ K 5 i%i:i‘oﬁm ggt?\};itzigs%z and running through August, be on the lookout for

In May, Public Works staff will oversee nearly 100 sidewalk improvements in Section 3

of the Village. Tree trimming efforts will begin in Section 6 and is expected to run the full length of the

summer. Staff will also be planting nearly 40 trees throughout the Village and repopulating areas where trees have been

previously removed. Also in May, the Village’s Proviso Drive reconstruction project will begin, transforming the last of the industrial
corridor roadway into concrete with improved drainage.

In June, the Public Works department will begin to move its complete operations into the newly erected Public Works Materials Storage
facility next to 1201 Wolf Rd. This improved facility will include a building and outdoor structure for material and supply storage all
secured by a fence surrounding the property. Sidewalk inspections will be conducted in Section 6 of the Village for additional improvements
and the entire Village will have seen over 400 sidewalks repaired in the last 4 years.

This July, watch for the Park District’s Playdates in the Park event and join us as we create a Public Works Playground for children to get
up close to equipment, learn about operations, get hands-on opportunities with tools and enjoy a day in the sun at Berkeley park.

Running through August, staff anticipates refreshing all white stopping bar pavement markings throughout the Village and will begin
planning for another round of tree planting throughout the Village.

While all of this is simply our planned activity, you can expect to continue to see the department addressing regular daily duties representing
everything from street repairs, mowing and street sweeping to tree maintenance, water repairs and minor emergencies throughout the year.

Bellwood Lions Club

The Bellwood Lions Club will offer free hearing checks at their mobile Hearing Bus
which will be in Berkeley at the Village Hall Parking Lot, 5819 Electric Ave. on
Wednesday, June 29" from 11a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Bellwood Lions Club serves Berkeley and Hillside and provides the following services:

Eye care / Free Examine & Glasses
Hearing / Reduced Hearing Aides
Community Service / Support Music in the Park
Financial Support / Assist Community Organizations& Social Networking

Bellwood Lions Club meets the 1% & 3™ Tuesday of every month from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm at Q’s Restaurant & Pizzeria,
Hillside, IL (4841 Butterfield Rd, Hillside, IL. 60162). For further information please email Lion Ted Steiskal at
trsteiskal(@gmail.com or Lion Rose Mason, President at rose_mason(@sbcglobal.net or call Ted Steiskal at (708) 426-
6603.

Berkeley Park District

The Berkeley Park District brochure is available online, please visit our website Berkeleyparkdistrict.com for all
information on current and upcoming programs. Check for updates as we add programs periodically. You may also visit our
Facebook page for updates as well.



mailto:trsteiskal@gmail.com
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Berkeley Public Library

Registration is required for most Library Closings: May 30" and July 4" in observance of the Memorial Day and
events/programs. Call (708) 544-
6017 for details.

4™ of July holidays. Visit our website (www.berkelypl.org) or Facebook

(https://www.facebook.com/berkelevlibil/)

Summer and NEW Programs: 2022 Summer Reading Program: Kick-off is Monday, June 13. The theme for our
FREE eight-week program is 'Read Beyond the Beaten Path' which promotes the outdoors and exploration. We have
great prizes for youth, teens, and adults.

Adult Bunco — June 20, July 18, August 15, 1:00-2:00pm. Join this fun dice game, enjoy snacks and maybe a prize!
Adult DIY Tie Dye — June 18, 11:30am-1:00pm. Bring your own (cotton) item to dye. Your items will be ready the next
day for you to take home and rinse.

Cook County Forest Preserve — July 18, 5:30-6:30pm. Learn about wildlife and meet some reptile friends too!

Game Night — June 13, July 11, August 8, 5:00-6:00pm. All ages can come play games or try BPL’s new games.
Family Movie Night — June 3, July 1, August 5, 6:00-8:00pm. Join us to watch family friendly movies with Spanish
subtitles. We’ll have pizza! June 3- Encanto; July 1- Raya and the Last Dragon and August 5- Sing 2

Homeschool Connection Days — June 9, July 14, August 11, 1:00pm-2:30pm. If you are a homeschooling family, or
interested in learning about homeschooling, this is a program for you. We will meet at various outdoor locations for play,
socializing, and community service. Check our Facebook Page or call us for details on our monthly meet ups.

Instant Pot Demonstration — August 27, 11:30am-1:00pm. Have you ever wondered how an INSTANT POT works?
Come watch as we try a new Sweet and Spicy Chicken Tinga recipe using the library’s instant pot.

Lunch Movie — Every Tuesday June 14-August 9, 12:00-2:00pm. The library will host a weekly family-friendly movie.
Kids can bring a lunch and water. The library will have FREE popcorn. 6/14- Clifford the Big Red Dog; 6/21- The
Addams Family 2; 6/28- The Mitchells vs. The Machines; 7/5- Space Jam: A New Legacy; 7/12- The Boss Baby: Family
Business; 7/19- The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge on the Run; 7/26- Onward; 8/2- Encanto and 8/9- Tom & Jerry

Park Playdate — June 11, 9:30am-12:30pm. Join us for a fun-filled day of face painting, tie dye, bags, and more!
Special PJ Storytime — July 29, 6:30-7:30pm. Kids can come to the library in their PJs to enjoy stories, crafts and a
snack before bedtime. Kids are asked to bring a favorite stuffed animal that can spend the night at the library to be part of
some fun after-hours pictures! Kids can pick up their stuffy the next day.

Special Yoga Storytime — July 9, 11:15am-12:15pm. We’ll be outside for Yoga-themed stories, crafts, and a snack.
Teen Advisory Board — June 24, July 22, August 26, 4:00-5:00pm. Want to help the library better serve you? Join our
Teen Advisory Board! Ages 13-18 can earn volunteer hours by participating in meetings. Snacks will be served.

Teen After Hours — July 29, 4:00-8:30pm. Ages 13-18 take over the library for gaming, a movie, & food.

Toddler Yoga — July 9, July 16, July 23 10:30-11:15am. Join Teresa Larem with your toddlers for fun yoga poses.
Tween/Teen Tie Dye — June 25, 12:00-1:30pm. Join us to give tie dying a try! Bring your own (cotton) item to dye. Your
items will be ready the next day for you to take home and rinse. Ages 10-18.

Recurring Programs:

Adult Bingo — June 13, July 11, August 8, 1:00-2:00pm., Adult Book Club — June 8, July 13, August 10, 6:30-
7:45pm., Anime Club — June 10, July 8, August 12, 4:00-5:30pm. Join us to watch anime, snack and do activities. Ages
10-18., Chair Yoga — June 20, July 18, August 1, August 15, 10:30-11:20am. Join us for easy chair yoga.

Create Club — June 17, July 15, August 19, 4:00-5:00pm. Join us to try new crafts that you might not be able to at
home. Ages 10-18. June 17- Reverse Tie Dye, July 15- Bob Ross Inspired Painting, August 19- Perler Bead Bookmark
D&D — June 11, 25, July 9, 23, August 6, 20, 2:00-4:30pm. Please bring your own dice. Ages 10-18.

Monday Tech Help — Every Monday, 12:00-1:00pm. Stop by for one-on-one help with your electronic devices.
Nintendo Gaming — Every Tuesday June 14-August 9, 2:00-4:00.

Senior Monday —June 23, July 25, August 22, 10:30am-11:45am. Light refreshments will be served. Adults 55+
Storytime — Every Wednesday June 8-August 10, 10:30-11:30am. Join us at the Berkeley Park Gazebo at 10:30am as
we read stories and play together. Check Facebook or call the library for updates on cancellations due to weather!

Tea and Mystery — June 10, July 8, August 12, 10:30am -12:45pm. Come watch a classic mystery movie or TV show

and enjoy tea and some light refreshments. See if you can figure out whodunit before the end of the show.
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June 03

Recycling East of Taft Ave
Garbage Delayed
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Low-Cost Pet Vaccination Clinic

Low-Cost Pet
Vaccination Clinic
Berkeley

Date: Saturday,
June 18th, 2022
Time: 9am-noon
Place: 5819 Electric
Ave, Berkeley,
Municipal Parking
Lot directly across
the street from
Village Hall

June 06  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave

June 09  Recycling West of Taft Ave

June 13 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave The Irving & Phyllis Millstein

June 16  Recycling East of Taft Ave Foundation for Animal Welfare has

June 20 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave teamed up with Hinsdale Humane

June 21  Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m. Society to bring the Millstein

June 23 Recycling West of Taft Ave Vaccination Program (MVP) to

June 27 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave BERKELEY. The MVP was created
Administrative Hearing — 2:00 p.m. to assist pet owners in getting their pets

June 28  Planning & Zoning Commission — 6:30 the basic care they need to remain

June 30 Electrip Nights Music Series 7 —9pm healthy and happy. This traveling
Recycling East of Taft Ave clinic brings vaccinations into our

communities to help lessen the cost of

JULY 2022 the most important pet vaccinations

July 04 Village Hall Closed — 4™ of July and to provide them at a convenient

July 05 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave location.

July 08 Recycling West of Taft Ave Services Provided
Garbage Pick-up Delayed Dog Vaccinations & Microchip

July 11 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave Cat Vaccinations & Microchip

July 14 Electric Nights Music Series 7 — 9pm Cats must be in a carrier and dogs
Recycling East of Taft Ave must be on a leash, no longer than 6fft.

July 18 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave hinsdalehumanesociety.org

July 19 Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m. 630-323-5630

July 21 Electric Nights Music Series 7 — 9pm
Recycling West of Taft Ave Electric Nights Music Series

July 25 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave
Administrative Hearing — 2:00 p.m.

July 26 Planning & Zoning Commission — 6:30 ~ The Village of Berkeley is excited to announce the Electric

July 28 Electric Nights Music Series 7—9pm  Nights Music Series located in Berkeley Park north of the

Recycling East of Taft Ave

AUGUST 2022

August 01
August 04
August 08
August 11
August 14
August 15
August 16
August 18
August 22
August 23
August 25
August 29

Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave
Recycling West of Taft Ave

Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave
Recycling East of Taft Ave

Family Fun Fest Noon to 5 p.m.
Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave
Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Recycling West of Taft Ave

Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave
Planning & Zoning Commission — 6:30
Recycling East of Taft Ave

Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave
Administrative Hearing — 2:00 p.m.

Village Hall on Electric Ave. be sure to bring a comfortable chair.
The music will be presented every Thursday from 7pm to 9pm:

June 30™ - Charles Pansino — Jazz / Blues / Rock n’ Roll
July 14" — Tony Ocean - Retro

July 21st- Horizon — R&B

July 28" —The Rob Post Band — Jazz / Blues / Rock n’ Roll

Village Phone Numbers:

Village Hall Main Office — 708-449-8840

Fire Department Non-Emergency — 708-449-9444

Police Department Non-Emergency — 708-449-8224 or 8226

é> Village of Berkeley
BERKELI‘: ‘ 5819 Electric Ave.
20, 1924
g ‘ Berkeley, ILL.
60163

www.berkeley.il.us



