
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Village President’s Desk 
       Holiday Greetings Berkeley Residents and Business Owners   
 
 I would like to start off by thanking so many for your continued support and goodwill for 

the Berkeley community as we bring to a close another calendar year, Berkeley’s 98th year in 
fact. As we welcome 2023, we certainly appreciate our community support for continued 
success as we approach our Centennial celebration in 2024.  

 
As I have mentioned in the past, the success of any organization, from an independent 

family business to a major corporation and all in between, is attributed to proper planning, 
fiscal responsibility and most importantly the recognition of all assets available for the 
continued success of the organization. It is in that spirit that I write to the residents of 
Berkeley today regarding the current structure and future opportunities of your Berkeley Park 
District. 

 
The Village of Berkeley is represented (depending on where you live in the Village) by 

three different Park Districts. Your property tax bill will indicate which district your tax dollar 
supports. The Berkeley Park District was formed as an Illinois taxing body in 1972. 
Welcomed by most at the time as a need and a viable opportunity for the community, it was 
also a concern for others as fiscally impossible. Fifty years later, it turns out that both 
concerns are still true. While the Berkeley Park District has served the community, many 
wonderful and responsible commissioners were elected and sworn to be stewards to the 
community. However, fiscal growth, expanded facilities and offering the Berkeley resident 
the best community service and amenities has been challenging. Unfortunately, this business 
model was not designed for success, it was designed simply to survive and exist. 
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BERKELEY CONNECTS 

From the Village President’s Desk 
In January of 2021, the Village Board of Trustees invited the Berkeley Park District to form an “Ad-hoc committee” to 

explore positive opportunities in which the Village and the Park District can collaborate and explore how we as a team can 
better serve our residents. We meet once a month at the Village Hall, the second Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. and 
the public is certainly encouraged and welcome to attend.  
 

Our Ad-hoc team of Park District commissioners, the Park District Director, Village Board members and Village 
Department Heads has made great progress as well as difficult revelations in our collective efforts. Successes and new 
improvements to Berkeley Park at Electric Avenue over the previous 2 years are a direct result of the Ad-hoc team’s goals 
and objectives. Aside from the collaboration of all parties toward a common goal of progress, we all realize what has always 
been the Achilles’ heel of the Park District, which is lack of proper staffing and resources. The Park District has only had 
one part-time employee since its inception. Expecting this part-time employee to carry out all programming, maintenance 
and operations has proven to be unsuccessful. 

 

If an organization lacks the resources to carry out the stated goals, those goals only remain a dream and a wish. As your 
Village President for over ten years and as a trustee for six years prior, I can guarantee to you that any success that the 
Village has had as a Board could not be possible without the guidance and leadership of those who we all entrust to carry 
out the Berkeley “plan”. Our full-time professional staff, including Administration, Police, Fire and Public Works 
Departments, carry out that plan regularly for the benefit of our residents. 

 

I can clearly see that the path to success for the Berkeley resident to enjoy all that this community can offer with regard 
to park and recreation opportunities can be remedied with the proposed partnership that the Village has offered for the 
consideration of the Berkeley Park District. 

 

The Village of Berkeley has submitted an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) where the Village would partner with the 
Park District to provide the full resources of our day-to-day teams including Administration for financial management and 
Public Works equipment and labor. The Ad-hoc committee has been discussing this concept since March of 2022, but the 
Park District has not approved the IGA to date. I truly believe this IGA provides the most cost-effective way to provide the 
staffing and resources that the Park District needs to provide proper services. These are staffing and resources the District 
has never had in their history. Continuing with one part-time employee for all Park District functions is ineffective and 
inequitable for our community. If you are looking for improved services and programming by the Park District and believe 
the partnership with the Village would be beneficial, I ask your support in having the Berkeley Park District approve the 
intergovernmental agreement.  

 

As I stated early on, considering and utilizing all available assets of an organization is a key component to the very 
success of that organization. The Village of Berkeley and residents past, present and future deserve the very best that we can 
offer together. The strength of our community is in the leadership that we have been elected to fulfill and uphold. The 
leadership needs to further the vision of those who came before to open doors for those who carry on the continued success 
of the Village as we begin our next 100 years. Change affords opportunity and I encourage all to participate in the future of 
our community. 
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From the Village President’s Desk 
 
Why not Berkeley and why not now? As a driving mantra toward success, this should include the future collective 

opportunity of your Berkeley Park District. I will close with the simple fact that this particular article has been the most 
difficult, however most necessary, article that I have needed to write to you, the Berkeley resident. 

 
I would like to wish all good health happiness and prosperity to you and your family for 2023. It is a privilege and honor to 
serve and represent you and our Berkeley community. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Robert E. Lee Jr. 
Village President  
Village of Berkeley 

                               

 
Berkeley Neighborhood Watch                

 Happy Holidays 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

BERKELEY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH has been very active by hosting monthly Crime Prevention and Safety 
meetings for the village residents.  

Upcoming Meeting Dates: 
Thursday 12/ 15/ 2022 

Thursday 1/19/ 2023 – No meeting 
Thursday 2/16/ 2023 

All Meetings are held at the Public Library on the 3rd Thursday of the month beginning at 6:30pm. All are welcome to 
attend. Refreshments are provided. Can’t attend in person? Join us on Facebook live at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch 
 
Please join us in Congratulating our newest Block Captain! – Dana Perez of 1500 Herbert Ave. If you wish to be a Block 
Captain for your block, feel free to contact Officer Naveed Bhatti at nbhatti@berkeley.il.us and he will send you an 
application, a training guide and, after your approval, a Credential Badge. We also have applications at our monthly 
meeting.  
 

                   
    

               
           

 
 
 
 

The Neighborhood Watch safety decals are FREE at the Village Hall, Library, and the Police Station. Inquire within to 
get yours today!  

 
For Safety Tips, News, and Meeting Information, like us on Facebook @berkeleyneighborhoodwatch. You can also 
contact us at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com or through Officer Naveed Bhatti at nbhatti@berkeley.il.us 
 
 

Have a Safe and Happy Holiday Season! Felices Pascuas y Prospero Año Nuevo. 
 

 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fberkeleyneighborhoodwatch&data=04%7C01%7CTCarpenter%40becker.com%7Cd1dc5eafbe7d4d791beb08d9d9ec1cfb%7C97fb1a0766ed498398cd2b41977edc25%7C0%7C0%7C637780430382518853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wscyUiK6sAq9FgEjPiMZbYp9iJYjmUBfd6BVwPeMEvs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:nbhatti@berkeley.il.us
mailto:berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com
mailto:nbhatti@berkeley.il.us
mailto:berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com
mailto:nbhatti@berkeley.il.us
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Berkeley Park District 
Check Out Our Upcoming Events 
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Berkeley Community Garden Club  

2022 Growing Season Recap 
 
As another productive growing season has come to an end, Berkeley Community Garden Club would like to share our 
gratitude with all the amazing people that helped our organization achieve and grow. We would specifically like to thank 
our membership, both rookies and veterans, the Village of Berkeley, and all of our other community partners and 
supporters.  Your support to our mission is priceless.  Looking forward, we are excited for the opportunity to continue our 
role within the Berkeley community as the Centennial celebration nears.  Please join us in our mission promoting health, 
civic participation, community building, and beautification.  
For more info about membership, plot rental or upcoming events visit us on Facebook BerkelelyGardenClub, or email us 
berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net or call 630.481.6442 

“Promoting education and awareness of the environment for the health and well-being of the community.” 

 
American Legion            
Berkeley Post and Unit 1016 
 
   
 
 
Also, please keep the hospitalized Veterans in your thoughts and prayers and always remember the service men and    women 
around the world far from home this Holiday Season. Fly your Flag. 
 

Here are some of our projected upcoming events:   
December: 
3rd - Post Level Training for all Post Officers Hillside Post 626 time TBD 
9th - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall 
TBD – ‘Gifts to the Yanks’ – Donations can be made to Berkeley American Legion Post 1016, P.O. Box 892, 
Hillside, IL  60162, these donations go to Hines VA Fisher House and are used to house and feed families of Veterans 
in the Hospital while they are recuperating.  
 

January: 
13th - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall 
 

February: 
10th - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall  
 
The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary is committed to being a community minded organization. If you are 
interested in becoming a member please contact John Asaro at (708) 493-2303. Thank you for your support.   

 

 

 

If you have a family member in the service to our country and you would like 
a Blue Star Flag for your window to honor this service member, please 
contact Berkeley Post 1016 (708-449-2303). 

mailto:berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net
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Berkeley Public Library 

2022-2023 Winter Events and Programs 
 

Registration is required for some events/programs. Please register on our website or call us at (708) 544-6017. 
 
 

Holiday Closings: 
December 24th and 26th for Christmas, December 31st and January 2nd for the New Year, 

 and January 16th for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
 
 
Message from the Director:      
‘Pardon Our Dust’ no more: though we’re still waiting for a delivery of circulation furniture, the first phase of our building 
remodel has now been completed. As a reminder, this first phase included new restrooms on the main floor, new drinking 
fountains on both floors, a new kitchen area in the meeting room downstairs, flooring, paint, and more! There is much more 
to come in the future to ensure that the library is ready to serve everyone in the community for decades to come. 
 

You may have seen our Community Desk, which provides one-on-one support for social services, is back for the school 
year. We are fortunate to have Leno from Aurora University here as our intern through the spring. One of the projects he 
has already worked on is helping to get our new ‘Little Free Food Pantry’ ready for service. If you or someone you know is 
dealing with food scarcity, please visit the green ‘Little Free Food Pantry’ available 24 hours a day, located along the library 
building off of the parking lot. 
 
 
 

Winter Programs 
Holiday Fest – Saturday, December 3. 11:00am-1:00pm. Be sure to stop by for our annual Holiday Celebration! We 
will have a special Storytime, cocoa and tea stations, and crafts. There’s something for all ages, so bring the family  

                     

Cook the Book – Saturday, December 3, January 14, and February 4. 1:00-2:30pm. Cook the Book is Back! Check out 
the monthly selection at the circulation desk, choose a recipe, prepare it and bring to share with others on the meeting date. 
Any questions, contact Cathy at cjohnson@berkeleypl.org. No registration required. 
 

Adult/Teen DIY Craft – Saturday, December 17. 11:30am-1:00pm. Need a Christmas gift for someone special? Come 
join us in making individual candles! Registration Required.                                                                                   
 

Teen After Hours – Friday, December 30. 4:00-8:30pm. The teens take over the library! Join us for Nintendo gaming, a 
movie, and food. Registration required. Ages: 13-18. Limit: 10.   
                                                                  

African American Heritage Day – Saturday, February 4. 10:30am-1:00pm. The day begins with storytelling for the 
younger set in the middle room from 10:30-11:00, and then moves onto the main meeting room for 'Cook the Book' at 11:30. 
We will be utilizing recipes from Sweet Home Café. Stick around after for our feature presentation at 2:00 by Rhodes Scholar 
Connie Martin 'Pre-Civil War Quilts: The Secret Codes to Freedom on the Underground Railroad’.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Animals Around the World – Saturday, February 11. 11:00am-12:00pm. Join the library as we welcome Kim White 
from the 'Natural Naturalist' and Sharon Peterson from 'Incredible Bats' as they present more than 20 interesting animals 
found throughout the world! Program is for families of all ages. Registration required, so sign up today.  

Adult/Teen DIY Craft – Saturday, February 11. 2:00-3:30pm. Join us in making a one of kind pencil case/ make-up bag! 
Registration required, so sign up today. 

**We offer programming for youth, teens/tweens, and adults! Please check out our website (www.berkeleypl.org) or join 
us on Facebook at (https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/). 

mailto:cjohnson@berkeleypl.org
http://www.berkeleypl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/
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The Electric Lights Festival is sponsored in part by the generous donations of Concrete by Wagner, Edwin 
Hancock Engineering, LeDonne’s Hardware, Robert E. Lee & Sons, Honey–Can-Do International, Airtech 

Heating & Cooling, Johnson Bros., Berkeley Dental Care, J.P. Landscaping, and Fer-Pal Construction. 
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DEC. 2022  
Recycling is collected weekly 
Dec. 06       Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 08       Final Yard Waste Pick-Up 
Dec. 20       Board Meeting – Cancelled 
Dec. 23       Village Hall Closed –Xmas Holiday 
Dec. 26       Village Hall Closed –Xmas Holiday 
Dec. 27       Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
         Planning Commission – 6:30 p.m. 
 

JAN. 2023 
Recycling is collected weekly 

Jan. 02        Village Hall Closed – New Years   
Jan. 03    Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Jan. 06  Garbage Delayed  
Jan. 16 Village Hall Closed – 
                   Martin Luther King Day 
Jan. 17 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Jan. 24        Planning Commission – 6:30 p.m. 
Jan. 30  Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
  

FEB. 2023  
Recycling is collected weekly 
Feb. 07        Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 21 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 27 Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
Feb. 28  Planning Commission – 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
   

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

                     
                 

 
 

LETTERS TO SANTA 
Drop Box for Letters to Santa 
     
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Village of Berkeley 

       5819 Electric Avenue 
       Berkeley, Illinois 60163 

   708-449-8840 
     www.berkeley.il.us 

 

As part of this year’s Electric Lights 
Festival, the Village of Berkeley is happy 
to provide a drop off box for Letters to 
Santa. We invite children to use this 
location along with their parents to reach 
out to Santa this holiday season. We 
encourage participants to take photos with 
this feature and share them online with 
the #ElectricLightsFest tag to share your 
Christmas spirit! 
 

 
 

 

Your Right to Know 
Important Local Government Links 
Did you know that elected officials meet regularly 
each month to discuss matters that have impacts 
on the community and you are invited to attend? 
Did you know that if you can’t make it, you can 
still read about what was discussed? Use the links 
below to keep up with matters that affect you and 
stay informed: 
 

Village of Berkeley Meets the first and third Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 PM: 
https://www.berkeley.il.us/agendas  
 

Berkeley Public Library Meets the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 6:30 PM: http://berkeleypl.org/trustees  
 

Berkeley Park District Meets the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7:30 PM: 
https://berkeleyparkdistrict.com/board-meetings 
 

Berkeley School District 87   Meets the fourth Monday 
of each month at 7:00 PM:  
https://www.berkeley87.org/about/board_of_education/
board_meetings 

THE VILLAGE OF BERKELEY & 
BERKELEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Holiday Food Drive 
To Benefit the Westchester Food Pantry 
The Village of Berkeley and Berkeley Public Library are collecting 
holiday food donations through December 16th for the Westchester 
Food Pantry to help those who find themselves food-insecure during 
the Holidays. 

 
The Food pantry is especially in need of the following items: 

Chicken Broth, Pasta Sauce, Jelly, Baking Mixes 
 (cake, cookies, muffins), and Cereal 

Collected items can be dropped off at Berkeley Village Hall (5819 
Electric Ave.) or the Berkeley Public Library (1637 Taft Ave.) 

Monetary donations are accepted at the Westchester Food Pantry’s 
website-http://www.westchesterfoodpantry.org  

 
 

https://www.berkeley.il.us/agendas
http://berkeleypl.org/trustees
https://berkeleyparkdistrict.com/board-meetings
https://www.berkeley87.org/about/board_of_education/board_meetings
https://www.berkeley87.org/about/board_of_education/board_meetings
http://www.westchesterfoodpantry.org/

