
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Village President’s Desk 

Village of Berkeley returns to its roots 

to celebrate its First 100 Years 
 

Greetings Berkeley residents and business owners. Welcome to spring of 2023, our 99th year 

of incorporation as an Illinois Municipality, Happy Birthday Berkeley on May 20th, 2023. As 

previously discussed, the Village of Berkeley Centennial celebration of 2024 will offer great 

opportunities for residents, past and present, to come together throughout the year to celebrate 

and reflect on what the Village has meant to their families over the years. 
 

The opportunities that I speak of are being coordinated by residents, Chairwoman Kathleen 

Chmura, and Co-chair Roger Thomas, who are meeting with volunteers to lead our 

community and civic organizations with plans of historic artwork in the form of murals in the 

community, the 1974 time capsule opening, collection of items and dedication of a new time 

capsule at the Berkeley Library, Centennial Village Picnic, Vintage Car Parade, and a written 

historical account of the most recent 50 year “From Oats to Roses” history (1974-2024) 

currently being written by former Police Chief Tim Griffin. This and so much more will occur 

throughout 2024 which will not only provide a glimpse into the past, but also celebrate so 

much that is currently happening in our community today and into the future. 
 

In the summer of 1956, then Village President Glen Morgan organized a group of residents 

with the task of selecting the “village flower” of Berkeley. After consulting with other 

residents and local organizations, it was recommended that the rose be adopted as the official 

flower of the Village.  
 

And so it was, “The Rose Town” encouraged residents to show community pride by planting 

and cultivating the rose. The rose continues to be displayed on our village logo, water tower, 

stationary, etc. Previously, village residents were required to purchase an annual vehicle  
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sticker for each automobile owned, which also proudly displayed the village flower on the windshield ID. 
 

As a kick-off of our Centennial events, you will notice this spring and summer that the “Rose Town” theme is back. Beautify 

Berkeley will feature the planting of over 50 rose bushes all over town for residents and businesses to enjoy the beauty of 

our official village flower, which was established in 1956. Planting our rose bushes in 2023 will provide the best chance to 

take root and flourish for 2024, the Village’s Centennial year. 
 

On another note, congratulations to School District 87 for the opening of the new Sunnyside Elementary and MacArthur 

Middle Schools this past January. District 87 should be commended for its districtwide support, proper planning to remain 

on schedule and most importantly the state-of-the-art schools meant to teach Berkeley students for years to come. Investing 

in our children’s education as a community provides continued strength for our community as a whole. 
 

Congratulations are also in order to the Berkeley Public Library for the completion of phase one of their master plan. This 

phase included new bathroom facilities, a beautiful front entry lobby renovation and front desk. The multi-phase plan of the 

BPL will take some time to complete and also require community support on many levels. Thank you to the BPL Board of 

Trustees and administrative staff for your planning and vision toward the future in order to better serve the Berkeley resident. 
 

Positive relations between the police and fire departments and village residents has always been a source of strength and 

pride for our Village. Fostering positive dialogue and providing educational opportunities for our residents, the Berkeley 

Neighborhood Watch Program, as a long-standing volunteer organization, has always encouraged others to help be the eyes 

and ears of the community. I would like to publicly appreciate Commander Len Norek for his well thought out guidance of 

the program over the years and welcome Officer Naveed Bhatti as he continues that leadership. Please consider signing up 

to be a block captain and attending their meeting once a month at the Berkeley Library to get involved in the community 

and learn firsthand the great work accomplished by this organization. 
 

Lastly, a reminder that April 4, 2023 is election day in Berkeley. The Berkeley Village Board of Trustees, Berkeley School 

District 87, Berkeley Public Library, and Berkeley Park District all have elected positions on this year’s ballot. Please take 

the time to educate yourself on the candidates and most importantly vote. Many thanks to all candidates who give of their 

time and energy to grow their community. We can all accomplish so much when we work together, as has been proven time 

and again in this community in our first 99 years. 
 

It is my pleasure and honor to serve this community. As Village President, my job is to 

place importance on those efforts meant to provide the best for our community and the 

neighbors we call friends. My efforts will always come from that place of concern for the 

long-term greater good and may not match up with popular opinion. I signed up for that, 

but rest assured that my energies will always be focused toward the community at large 

for consistent growth and an eye on fiscal responsibility. I can always be reached at 708-

240-1139 or RLEE@berkeley.il.us any time regarding any subject pertaining to our 

incredible Village. I wish you all continued good health in 2023. 

 

 

 

           Robert E Lee Jr 

          Village President 

 

mailto:RLEE@berkeley.il.us
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Berkeley Police Department    
Village Code 5-11-4 Noise Ordinance  
 
 

It may seem like a stretch right now but before we know it, the sun will be out, the temperatures will warm and we will be 

back to enjoying the company of friends, family and neighbors outside. The Berkeley Police Department asks that all 

residents be considerate of their neighbors when it comes to outside parties and gatherings.   
 

Village Code 5-11-1 thru 5-11-7 effectively prohibits the production of any loud noise or music between the hours of 10:00 

PM and 7:00 AM.  Loud noise is considered anything that can be heard from a distance of fifty feet (50’) from the building 

or structure in which it is emanating, if it is after 10:00 PM and your neighbors can hear your party or gathering, it is likely 

too loud. 
 

If officers are called to your house for a noise complaint you can expect the following actions to occur: 

1. An officer will remind you of the Noise Control Ordinance (Village Code 5-11-1 thru 5-11-7)) and will request 

that you lower the volume to a reasonable level (inaudible beyond fifty feet of the source). 

2. If additional complaints are received, after the first visit and it is determined that the volume is still or again at 

an unreasonable level, then officers will order the music off in lieu of a citation being issued. 

3. A $100 citation and local adjudication will be issued for subsequent sustained complaints for unreasonable noise. 

Please understand that far greater leeway is given to daytime parties and gatherings; however, as a resident, if you feel that 

a neighbor’s daytime music, party or gathering unreasonably disturbs, injures or otherwise endangers your comfort, you will 

be afforded the opportunity to sign a local ordinance complaint against your neighbor and have the issue be adjudicated in 

local court at a later date. Finally, if the officers on the scene do not determine the sound to be unreasonable they will not 

order the noise to cease.   
 

The Berkeley Police Department simply asks that everyone do their best to be neighborly and considerate of those who live 

around them.   
 

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch 
 
Berkeley Neighborhood Watch is a very active Community Organization. All Residence and Business Owners are welcome 

to join us. You can participate by attending meetings, displaying the Neighborhood Watch Decal, and reporting suspicious 

activity to the police. You can also volunteer to be a Block Captain for your block.   
 

Upcoming Meeting Dates (all Meetings held on Thursday’s Evening): 

March 16th, April 20th and May 18th 

All Meetings are held at the Public Library beginning at 6:30 PM 

All are welcome to join us.  

Refreshments will be provided. 
 

Can’t attend in person? Join us on Facebook live at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch 
 

If you wish to be a Block Captain for your block, feel free to contact Officer Naveed Bhatti at nbhatti@berkeley.il.us and 

he will send you an application, a training guide and, after your approval, a Credential Badge. We also have applications at 

our monthly meeting. The Neighborhood Watch safety decals are FREE at the Village Hall, Library, and the Police Station. 

Inquire within to get yours today! For Safety Tips, News, and Meeting Information, like us on Facebook 

@berkeleyneighborhoodwatch. You can also contact us at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com, or through 

Officer Naveed Bhatti at nbhatti@berkeley.il.us. 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fberkeleyneighborhoodwatch&data=04%7C01%7CTCarpenter%40becker.com%7Cd1dc5eafbe7d4d791beb08d9d9ec1cfb%7C97fb1a0766ed498398cd2b41977edc25%7C0%7C0%7C637780430382518853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wscyUiK6sAq9FgEjPiMZbYp9iJYjmUBfd6BVwPeMEvs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:nbhatti@berkeley.il.us
mailto:berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com
mailto:nbhatti@berkeley.il.us
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Berkeley Fire Department     
Not So Common Causes for Fires  
This spring the Berkeley Fire Department would like to focus on the not so common causes for fires. If there are any question 

please feel to contact the Fire Prevention Bureau at 708-234-2645.  

 

1. Product Recall: You can go to the Consumer Product Safety Commission (www.cpsc.gov/en/Recalls/) to inquire 

about items in your home.  

2. Loose Outlets: An electrical outlet will start to wear out with repeated use, which can generate heat and perhaps 

produce a fire.  

3. Excess Sawdust:  is very susceptible to a flash fire that may cause a larger fire. 

4. Powdered Foods: Coffee Creamer, Flour, Powdered Sugar, when using them keep away from an open flame they 

can act like sawdust it will cause a flash fire.  

5. Nail Polish Remover: It has an acetone base making it a flammable liquid.  

6. Cleaning Products/Pools Chemicals: Improper storage or mixing of certain cleaning supplies can cause harmful 

vapors that may produce enough heat to promote combustion.  

7. Batteries: Especially 9-volt Batteries, it is recommended to store batteries in an organized manor. This will prevent 

them from coming in contact with metal items possibly being the cause for ignition of a fire (So not loose in the 

“junk drawer”). 

8. Vintage appliances: This is in reverence to the actual use of old appliances found at garage sales, attics, and 

grandparents basements. Be extremely careful, these items were not produced with safeties that are in place today. 

9. Fire Places: Keep all combustible items away the fire box. Use a minimum of three feet in all directions. Most 

importantly use fire screens and glass doors to prevent embers from escaping.  

10. Exterior Lights:  Birds like to build nests on top of light fixtures, the twigs and dried leaves used may cause a fire.  

11. Glass and crystal decorations: Similar to using a magnifying glass, if the sunlight is coming through the window 

and hitting an object just right; a beam of light may produce with intensity enough to ignite fires.  

12. Leaking dishwashers: These are overlooked often, appliances start to become worn and begin to fail as they age 

or frequent use, the leaking water may cause a short which could cause a fire.   

13. Oil based paints and wood finishes: When using these products be sure not make a pile of the rags, let the rags 

air dry, Do Not place these rags in the dryer.  
 

 

Berkeley Community Garden Club  
2022 Growing Season  

 

 
               

    

 

 

Spring is Nearly Here!! 
 

Join the Berkeley Garden Club for our ninth growing season. Come out to one of the 

events we have planned for our community. Rent a plot; grow your own fresh, pesticide-

free food, locally.  Help support your neighbors by sharing your time, gifts, and good 

times.   

Come out!  Have fun!  Grow your community!  Be part of the BCGC!! 

Become a member today!  Like us on Facebook- BerkeleyGardenClub 

 

For more information about membership, our calendar of events, plot rentals, or you 

are just curious, feel welcome to email us: 

BerkeleyCommunityGardenClub@Comcast.net or call 630-481-6442 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Recalls/
mailto:BerkeleyCommunityGardenClub@Comcast.net
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Berkeley Public Library 

2023 Spring Events & Programs 
Holiday Closings:  May 29 in observance of Memorial Day 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR:      

Public libraries must build relationships with community groups to thrive. I want to take a moment to recognize and thank 

some of our partners in the community who help us be the library we are! The Village of Berkeley Police, Fire, and Public 

Works departments who consistently show up to help us with programs, provide in-serve training to staff, and assist us in 

improving our building and grounds. The Berkeley Park District who works with us in exploring ways we can offer fun and 

educational programs for area families, like the very successful ‘Playdate in the Park’ series they debuted in 2022 and our 

annual Holiday Fest. The Friends of the Library, Historical Society, Neighborhood Watch, and Sewing Guild who regularly 

and consistently show up to support the library and this community! We look forward to continuing to partner with these 

groups in providing our best possible services and programming to the Berkeley community! 
 

I would also like to remind everyone that our social work intern, Leno, is available several afternoons/evenings each week 

to meet within anyone needing assistance finding organizations/resources that provide a helping hand, signing up for 

government benefits, and more! Please stop in, call for an appointment, or email at communitydesk@berkeleypl.org.  

 

SPRING PROGRAMS 

King Takers – Thursday, March 2, April 6, May 4, 4:00 – 6:00 pm.  Are you a King Taker?  Drop in and test your chess 

skills with other experienced players to find out. Open to all skill levels. Ages: 10+  
 

S.N.A.P. Chat – Saturday, March 9. 4:00 – 7:00 pm. February 2023 will be the last month SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program) recipients receive their additional emergency issuance.  Stop in to speak with an Illinois Department 

of Human Services representative to learn more about these changes and how to plan accordingly.  Everyone is welcome to 

attend this event. 
 

Managing Money: A Caregiver’s Guide to Finance – Monday, March 13, 6:30 pm. The Alzheimer’s Association 

presents a free hour-long program about the costs of caregiving and the benefits of early planning.               
 

Teen After Hours – Friday, March 24, 4:00-8:30 pm. The teens take over the library! Teens hang out and choose:  video 

gaming, board games, a movie, & more!  Food provided. Registration required. Ages: 13-18.                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

Friends’ Spring Book Sale and Raffle – Saturday, April 1, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm. Come in and support your library at the 

Friends’ annual spring book sale and raffle.  There will be books, audio books, DVDs, and TV series priced to sell.  Raffle 

tickets will be $1.00/each or 6/$5.00.  All proceeds benefit the library.            
 

Adult/Teen DIY Craft- Seed Bombs – Saturday, April 8, 11:30 am. It's perfect weather for making seed bombs. Join us 

as we create seed bombs that can be planted in your garden. Registration required.  
 

Drop in Minions Craft and Movie – Saturday, April 15, 11:30 am-2:00 pm. Love the Minions? Drop in for a despicable 

themed craft at 11:30am before watching a Minions movie with us at 12:30 pm! Popcorn will be provided, but feel free to 

bring a lunch or snack. Registration required.  Ages: 7+ (craft).                                                                                                               
 

Star Wars Family Trivia Night –Thursday, May 4, 6:00 pm. ‘May the Fourth be with you!’ as you join us for a night of 

Stars Wars trivia.  Test your Star Wars knowledge with family and friends for a chance to win fun prizes and bragging rights! 

Registration required.                                                                                                    
 

Medicare:  Turning 65 – Saturday, May 13, 10:30 am – 1:00 pm. This program is for those who will be or have turned 

65 and have questions about the Medicare process.                                                                                                                                               
 

Virtual Author Speakers Series – Monthly. Prefer a virtual program to in-person?  If so, check out this virtual program, 

featuring authors Mary Roach, Danny Trejo, & Will Shortz this spring.  Registration on our website. 
 

Our many recurring programs can be found on our website at www.berkeleypl.org or in the library’s newsletter. 

To stay up on library events/news, please join us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/. 

You may register for programs by visiting our website at www.berkeleypl.org, by phone at (708) 544-6017, or by stopping in! 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:communitydesk@berkeleypl.org
http://www.berkeleypl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/
http://www.berkeleypl.org/
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Navigating New Regulations 
The Illinois Lead Service Line Replacement and Notification Act 
The Illinois Lead Service Line Replacement and Notification Act went into effect January 1, 2022. This new law is designed 

to replace all lead service lines in the state of Illinois. This act requires all communities to develop a water service material 

inventory, lead service line replacement plan, and complete all lead service line replacements based on the number of lead 

services found. Inventory of the public (water main to the b-box) and private (b-box to the meter) are both required. 
 

The material inventory must identify each water service, the material classification on both the public and private side, the 

number of suspected or known services, any completed replacements, and shall be updated annually as lead services are 

identified or replaced. 
 

In compliance with the act, the Village of Berkeley will be working with Baxter & Woodman Engineering to navigate the 

requirements of the law. Information will be shared on the Village website, social media and through the Berkeley Connects 

as it becomes available. Rest assured, the Berkeley water supply has always been and remains safe as the product of rigorous 

daily, monthly and annual testing guideline. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

American Legion Post #1016   

April Showers bring May Flowers! 
MARCH: 10th Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall 

15th American Legion 103rd Birthday Fly your flag 

29th National Vietnam Veterans Day 

APRIL:  14th Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall  

MAY:   12th Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall 

17th Armed Forces Day, T/B/D Reenactment,  

25-27th Collections for Poppy Day, 29th Memorial Day Ceremony 
 

The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary is committed to being a community minded organization. If you are interested 

in becoming a member please contact John Asaro at (708) 493-2303. Thank you for your support. 
 

Berkeley Park District 
Please visit our website: www.Berkeleparkdistrict.com for all information about the Berkeley Park District. Check out our 

upcoming programs and special events. You may also visit our Facebook page Berkeley Park District for up to date 

information.  www.facebook.com/berkeley.p.district or call us at 708-544-1935. 

 

 

http://www.berkeleparkdistrict.com/
http://www.facebook.com/berkeley.p.district
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When and Where is the Village Responsible for Sewer Lines? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

    Electronic Recycling Event: April 20, 2023 

 
Participation in our next electronic recycling event will require that each resident register with LRS by Friday, April 14th 

for pick-up. In April, please check our online social media (Facebook) and web pages (Berkeley.il.us) for acceptable 

electronic recycling materials as well as links and telephone numbers to register for this event. 
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MARCH 2023                                   Blackboard Connect Service 

March 07    Board Meeting – 6:30 pm 

March 21    Board Meeting – 6:30 pm 

March 28 Planning Commission/ZBA – 6:30pm 

March 29    Administrative Hearing – 2:00 pm 
  

APRIL 2023 
April 03 1st Brush Pickup – Entire Town 

April 04 Election Day 

 Board Meeting – 6:30 pm 

April 06 1st Yard Waste Pickup 

April 07  Village Hall Closed - 

    Spring Holiday 

April 10 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 

April 17 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 

April 18 Board Meeting – 6:30 pm 

April 20 Electronic Recycling Event 

April 24 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 

April 25      Planning Commission/ZBA – 6:30pm 

April 26      Administrative Hearing – 2:00 pm 
  

MAY 2023  
May 01       Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 

May 02  Board Meeting – 6:30 pm                      

May 08  Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 

May 15  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 

May 16       Board Meeting – 6:30 pm 

May 22  Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 

May 23       Planning Commission/ZBA – 6:30pm 

May 29       Village Hall Closed – Memorial Day 

May 30 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 

May 31 Administrative Hearing – 2:00 pm 

June 2 Garbage Delayed Friday 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Village of Berkeley 

 5819 Electric Avenue 

 Berkeley, Illinois 60163 

 www.berkeley.il.us 

 708-449-8840 

The Village of Berkeley has a Village-wide notification service 

(Blackboard Connect) and can communicate information to residents 

and businesses about time-sensitive or common-interest issues in the 

instance of an emergency or about local community events. If you are 

interested in receiving these notifications, please fill out the following 

information, cut the form out and drop off at the Village Hall (5819 

Electric Ave.) or you can register online through the Village of Berkeley 

website: 

www.berkeley.il.us/community/residents/villagenotificationcenter 

 

Name:        

 

Address:        

       

                

 

Phone #:        

 

Email:        

 

Your Right to Know 
Important Local Government Links 
 

Did you know that elected officials meet regularly each month to 

discuss matters that have impacts on the community and you are invited 

to attend? Did you know that if you can’t make it, you can still read 

about what was discussed? Use the links below to keep up with matters 

that affect you and stay informed: 
 

Village of Berkeley - Meets the first and third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM: 

https://www.berkeley.il.us/agendas  
 

Berkeley Public Library - Meets the fourth Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM: 

http://berkeleypl.org/trustees  
 

Berkeley Park District - Meets the first Wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM: 

https://berkeleyparkdistrict.com/board-meetings 
 

Berkeley School District 87 - Meets the fourth Monday of each month at 7:00 PM:  

https://www.berkeley87.org/about/board_of_education/board_meetings 

 

http://www.berkeley.il.us/
http://www.berkeley.il.us/community/residents/village
https://www.berkeley.il.us/agendas
http://berkeleypl.org/trustees
https://berkeleyparkdistrict.com/board-meetings
https://www.berkeley87.org/about/board_of_education/board_meetings

