COME HOME TO

BERKELEY

1924

CENTENNIAL

2024

PROSPECTIVE
INVESTORS

MULTI-MDDAL

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
MARKETPLACE INDUSTRIAL MARKETPLACE
MARKETPLACE

BERKELEY CONNECTS

TRANSIT

PRDPERTY
CHICAGULAND 5

AM ENITIES

VILLAGE BOARD

Robert E. Lee, Jr.
Village President

Belia Nowak
Village Clerk

Sherry Graf-Stone
Village Trustee

L.W. Hammar
Village Trustee

Jason Mathews
Village Trustee

Jerry Perez
Village Trustee

Diane Salemi
Village Trustee

Roger Thomas
Village Trustee

DEPARTMENT
HEADS

Rudy Espiritu
Village Administrator

Justyn Miller
Asst. Village
Administrator

Timothy J. Larem
Public Safety Director

Joseph Wagner
Public Works Director

Board Meetings
The first and third
Tuesdays at 6:30 PM

From the Village President’s Desk
“Berkeley’s Strength is its People “

The December issue of Berkeley Connects is always an opportune time to reflect on the
successes and accomplishments of the current year and to prepare the Berkeley community
for what to expect in the new year.

I would like to start this discussion with a mention of our most valuable asset, which is
our residents. Many made significant impacts in 2023, like Mr. Shafi Mohammed who
proudly served the Village of Berkeley with dedication and leadership as a Trustee for over
3 years. Shafi recently explored other opportunities outside of the Village and had to resign
his position with the Board when he moved out of the community. On behalf of the Village
Board, Berkeley staff and residents, I would like to thank Shafi for his service. I wish him
well with his future endeavors and know that Berkeley is a better place due to his dedication
and commitment to community. He will be missed.

With Shafi’s resignation in September, I needed to appoint his replacement to fill his role.
Please join me in welcoming Mr. Roger Thomas to the Board of Trustees. Roger comes to
us with a terrific community service background in Berkeley as a 37-year resident. He has
an impressive history of involvement with the Berkeley Community Garden Club, has served
as a Berkeley Library Board member, is currently Co-chair of the Centennial 2024 planning
committee and was recently sworn in as Village Trustee during the October 19" Village
Board Meeting. Roger’s leadership, community pride and management background will be
a great asset to the Board as we look forward to the continuation of his community service
as a member of the Berkeley Board of Trustees. Thank you and welcome, Roger.

With Roger’s resignation from the Berkeley Public Library Board of Trustees, the Library
Board found themselves in similar territory needing to fill a vital role on their Board. Another
long-time resident and dedicated community leader, Mr. David Ditchfield, was appointed to
fill that void. Dave is a 35-year plus Berkeley resident who most recently served the Berkeley
Park District as a Commissioner. Dave brings years of board experience to the Berkeley

Library and we thank him for his continued service and dedication to Berkeley.
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From the Village President’s Desk

Ms. Jacque Jones recently presented at a Board meeting regarding opportunities for our Senior residents offered through

Proviso Township, which of course includes Berkeley. Jacque, a Berkeley resident and representative of Age Options, an
organization dedicated to the improvement of systems and services that strengthen communities so people continue to thrive
as they age, outlined ways in which we can better the lives of our aging residents in Berkeley.

Co-presenter Cathy Johnson, also a Berkeley resident, discussed how the Berkeley Library offers services to Berkeley
seniors to fill some of those needs. Both ladies provided recent census data regarding the Village highlighting trends and
facts about age and demographics of our residents. At this time, 30% of Berkeley’s 5340 residents are over the age of 60
years and our population represents 40% Hispanic and Indian, 30% African American, 30% Caucasian and other.

This data supports our pride as one of the most diverse communities in the western suburbs and a community that has
always embraced our diversity. In fact, census data from 1970 was dramatically different than today’s demographic, when
Berkeley was 95% Caucasian and 5% other. What an inspiring shift over 53 years. I can tell you firsthand as a lifelong
resident, the Berkeley community demographics may have changed, but it has remained the same town focused on respect
for one’s family, property and love of community. The examples offered by the work of these mentioned individuals proves
just that.

As we approach our Centennial year in 2024, the opportunity to celebrate our history, our diversity and our future is truly
exciting. Upon your receiving this issue of Connects, our first celebratory event for 2024 has begun to take shape and ready
for community enjoyment (weather permitting). Check out Berkeley Park for the 4™ Annual Electric Lights Festival, which
will run from December 1% through January 15", This year’s Lights Festival will be bigger and better than ever thanks to a
$2500 grant awarded by the ComEd Powering the Holidays committee and the creativity and planning of our Public Works
Department.

The Centennial addition to this year’s Lights Festival, weather permitting, is “Ice Skating in Berkeley Park.” This is a
throwback to ice skating that was popular years ago in so many communities and hopefully becomes a reality for Berkeley
in 2024! (Let’s all hope for cold and dry weather all winter %)).

As discussed in previous articles, the Village of Berkeley and the Centennial Committee, led by resident Kathleen
Chmura, are planning many events throughout the calendar year of 2024 which will offer a great opportunity to celebrate,
volunteer and get to know better your fellow neighbors and residents of Berkeley. You can find a full calendar of events for
the 2024 Village of Berkeley Centennial Celebration in this publication. To stay informed, call Village Hall, check websites
and listen to your “Robo” call to learn about all that is Berkeley for 2024.

I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas, a wonderful safe, healthy and prosperous holiday season and 2024!

Happy Birthday Berkeley!!

It is my honor to serve you.

Respectfully,

=

Robert E Lee Jr.
Village President
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Centennial Celebration 2024 BERKFIEY

Save the Dates

January 2024:
Saturday, January 13" - Skating Rink Opening

May 2024:
Saturday, May 18" @ 12pm to 5pm — Time Capsule Reveal

Location: Berkeley Public Library, 1637 Taft Ave.

CENTENNIAL

June 2024:

Saturday, June 8 — Opening of Historical Walk & Geocaching

Thursday, June 27" @7pm to 9pm— 1% in the series of the Electric Nights Music in the Park Series
Location: Berkeley Park Gazebo across from Berkeley’s Village Hall, 5819 Electric Ave.

July 2024:
Thursday, July 4™ @10am to 10:30am — Dedication of Military Sign in Old Settler’s Cemetery

Location: Old Settler’s Cemetery at the corner of St. Charles Road and Taft Ave.
Thursday, July 11" @7pm to 9pm - Electric Nights Music in the Park Series

Thursday, July 18" @7pm to 9pm - Electric Nights Music in the Park Series

Thursday, July 25" @7pm to 9pm - Electric Nights Music in the Park Series

Location: Berkeley Park Gazebo across from Berkeley’s Village Hall, 5819 Electric Ave.

August 2024:
Saturday, August 10" @8am to Spm — Wiffle Ball Fundraiser

Location: Berkeley Park

Sunday, August 11" @10am to 11:30am — Classic Car Parade

Location: The parade will begin at Sunnyside/MacArthur School and proceed to Berkeley Park.

Sunday, August 11"@10am to 11:30am — Mural Unveiling — As part of the Centennial Celebration, we will be
commissioning a mural to be painted on the north wall of LeDonne’s Hardware, the mural will be unveiled on the day of
the Berkeley Family Fun Fest.

Sunday, August 11"@12pm to 5pm — Berkeley Family Fun Fest

Location: Berkeley Park

September 2024:
Tuesday, September 17M@7pm to 9pm — Wall of Berkeley Mayors — To show our appreciation to all of the Mayors that

have lead Berkeley over its 100 years, we will create and showcase the Berkeley Wall of Mayors.

October 2024:
Saturday and Sunday, October 12" and 13" — Burying of the New time Capsule and the Traveling Vietnam Wall.



Berkeley Neighborhood Watch
Happy Holidays

BERKELEY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH has been very active by hosting monthly Crime Prevention and Safety Meetings
for the Village resident. Topics covered were Back-to-School Safety tips, review of the Village Crime Blotter Report, a
presentation on Rail Safety covering how to stay safe around railroad tracks, crossings, and trains passing through Berkeley.

Upcoming Meeting Dates:
» Thursday, December 21, January 18, 2024 — No meeting and February 15, 2024

All Meetings are held at the Public Library at 6:30pm. All are welcome to attend. Refreshments will be provided.

» Congratulations to our newest Block Captain! — Andre Whitt of 1400 Atwood Ave.

» The Neighborhood Watch safety decals are FREE at the Village Hall, Library, and the Police Station. Inquire within to
get yours today!

» For Safety Tips, News, and Meeting Information, like us on Facebook @berkeleyneighborhoodwatch. You can also
contact us at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com, or through Officer Naveed Bhatti at nbhatti@berkeley.il.us

Have a Safe and Happy Holiday Season! Felices Pascuas y Prospero Afio Nuevo.

As a Block/Co-Captain you are considered to be a volunteer of the Berkeley Police Department Neighborhood
Watch Program. The duties of a Block/Co-Captain are to:

Act as a liaison between the police department and your neighbors.

Serve as the contact person on your street to be notified about crime or suspicious activity.
Contact neighbors and explain the program.

Obtain contact information from neighbors/ participants.

Distribute newsletters and other informational materials as needed.

Attend monthly Neighborhood Watch Meetings.

Attend Block Captain Trainings.

Please Print:

Name: Date:
Street Address: Zip:
Phone: Email:

Waiver and release of claims and indemnity agreement/ neighborhood watch program

I , understand and agree that I am not an employee of the Berkeley Police Department

and will not represent myself as such. I fully understand that a local records check will be conducted by the Berkeley Police Department
and that as a Block/Co- Captain I will conduct myself in such way that is conduct myself in such way that is conducive to the philosophy
of the Neighborhood Watch Program.

Signature: Date:



mailto:berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com
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Berkeley Community Garden Club Eel

Berkeley Community

2023 Growing Season Recap Garden Club

Berkeley Community Garden Club celebrates another successful season of growth and collaboration!! We would like to
share our gratitude with all the amazing people that helped our organization achieve and grow. Thank You! Looking forward
to 2024 we are excited continue our group's mission and join in Berkeley's Centennial celebrations!! Consider joining the
BCGC in promoting health, civic participation, community building, and beautification. For more info about membership,
plot rental or wupcoming events visit at our Facebook Page- BerkelelyGardenClub, or email us

at berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comecast.net or call 630.481.6442.

“Promoting education and awareness of the environment for the health and well-being of the community.”

American Legion
Berkeley Post and Unit 1016

If you have a family member in the service to our country and you would like a Blue Star Flag

for your window to honor their service, please contact Berkeley Post 1016 (708-449-2303).
Also, please keep the hospitalized Veterans in your thoughts and prayers and always remember the service men and women
around the world far from home this Holiday Season. Fly your Flag.
Here are some of our projected upcoming events:
e Gifts to the Yanks—TBD Donations can be made to Berkeley American Legion Post 1016, P.O. Box 892, Hillside,
IL 60162 These donations go to Hines VA Fisher House and are used to house and feed family of Veterans in the
Hospital while recuperating.
e December 7" Pearl Harbor Day, December 8" Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall
e January 12" Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall, February 9™ Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall
The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary is committed to being a community minded organization. If you are

interested in becoming a member please contact John Asaro at (708) 493-2303. Thank you for your support.

Berkeley Park District
Check Out Our Upcoming Events

The Berkeley Park District winter program guide is now

online at our website www.Berkeleyparkdistrict.com New

programs will be added periodically so be sure to check the
website and Facebook page for updates. Scan the QR code for
a direct link to our latest brochure._Berkeley Park District
Meets the first Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM:
https://berkeleyparkdistrict.com/board-meetings
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Berkeley Public Library
2023-2024 Winter Events and Programs

Holiday Closings: December 23" and 25" in observance of Christmas, December 30" and January I* in observance of

New Year’s, January 15" in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Message from the Director: The BPL is excited to announce that we are now a passport acceptance facility! You can now

bring in your photo and identifying documents and library staff will accept your applications for passports. We are happy to
make this additional service available to our community. Applications are accepted by appointment. Your library also has
notaries on staff that can notarize several types of documents. We recommend you call ahead to make sure a notary will be
available when you visit! Save the date: The BPL is also very excited to be named as a recipient of the NASA “My Library
Bilingual Solar Kits” grant, which is providing us with loads of equipment, experiments, bilingual books, and plenty of solar

eclipse glasses. April 8, 2024 is the big day, so mark your calendars now and plan to join us at the library!

Free Winter Programs

Holiday Celebration — Saturday, December 2. 11:00am-1:00pm. Come bring the family and celebrate the holidays with
BPL! For the kids, enjoy a Story Time, craft station, and hot cocoa station. For the adults, enjoy a tea station and socializing
with friends and neighbors. No registration required!

Holiday Demonstration & Tasting with Chef Susan Maddox— Tuesday, December 5. 6:30-7:45pm. Join Chef Susan
Maddox in this culinary program as she demonstrates how to make some wonderful holiday appetizers and canapes that
everyone will enjoy and give them a taste- yum! Registration required.

Adult Holiday Destress— Monday, December 11. 6:30-7:30pm. Need some time to unplug from the holiday stress? Join
us for some holiday cookies, hot chocolate, and coloring to help you unwind from the busyness of the season. No registration
required!

Teen After Hours — Friday, December 29. 4:00-8:30pm. The teens take over the library! Movies, gaming, karaoke, laser
tag- you decide. Food will be provided. Limited space, so sign up today! Registration required. Ages: 13-18.

Gaming — Tuesday, January 2 & Thursday, January 4. 3:00-5:00pm. Join your fellow gamers as we battle it out in
Mario Kart, Super Smash Bros, and other popular games. No registration required.

Pony Bead Pet Event — Saturday, January 6. 1:00-2:00pm. Looking for a pet because you can’t get one? Or want to
create something that looks like your pet? Why not come make one at our event! Join us as we create pets out of pony beads.
No registration required! Ages: 6 and up.

Candy Sushi — Saturday, February 10. 1:00-2:30pm. Come create some of the finest sushi around using candy and Rice
Krispy treats! Registration required.

Free Recurring Programs:

D&D — Saturday, December 9 & 23, January 6 & 20, February 3 & 15. 2:00-4:30pm. Always wanted to try Dungeons
and Dragons? Or already know how to play, but looking for a group? Join us on Saturdays this spring. Each participant
needs their own set of dice. Ages: 10-18. Registration required. Limited seating.

Teen Advisory Board — Friday, December 29, January S, February 23. 4:00 - 5:00pm. Looking for a volunteer
opportunity? Interested in helping the library better serve you? Join our Teen Advisory Board! Teens earn volunteer hours

by participating in our meetings. Ages: 13-18. Registration requested.

To stay up on library events/news, please join us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/



https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/

The Electric Lights Festival is sponsored in part by the generous donations of Honey-Can-Do, Johnson Bros., Powers
24 Hour Towing Service, LeDonne’s Hardware, MEM Electric, KrafttKare Automotive, Colley Elevator, and J.P.
Landscaping.
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Village of Berkeley
5819 Electric Ave.
Berkeley, IL. 60163
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DEC. 2023

Dec. 05  Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Village Tree Lighting — 6:00 p.m.
Dec. 07  Final Yard Waste Pick-Up
Dec. 19  Board Meeting — Cancelled
Planning Commission — 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 25 Village Hall Closed —Holiday
Dec. 26 Village Hall Closed —Holiday
Dec. 27 Administrative Hearing — 2:00 p.m.
Dec. 29 Garbage Delayed
JAN. 2024
Jan. 01 Village Hall Closed — New Years
Jan. 02 Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 05 Garbage Delayed
Jan. 13 Centennial Skating Rink Opens
Jan. 15 Village Hall Closed —
Martin Luther King Day
Jan. 16 Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 23 Planning Commission — 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 31 Administrative Hearing — 2:00 p.m.

FEB. 2024
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Resources for Older Adults

Berkeley Public Library: www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org, Phone:708-

544-6017, home-delivered activity packs, chair yoga, book clubs, on-line
programs, technology training, computer and internet-access equipment
loans

Proviso Senior Services*: www.provisotownship.com/servcies/senior-

services
Phone: 708-449-4307, benefits eligibility and referrals, handyman services,
transportation, medical equipment loans

Solutions for Care*: www.solutionsforcare.org

Phone: 708-447-2448, benefit access counseling, information, benefits
eligibility and referrals, nutrition programs, health insurance, energy
assistance, eligibility determination and linkage for services to assist with
activities of daily living

Age Options*: www.ageoptions.org Phone: 708-383-0258

Phone information and assistance
*ADRN Aging & Disability Resource Network sites: provide up-to-date

information and quality referrals to individuals with disabilities ages 18-59

Feb. 06 Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m. and to older adults and their family members. ADRNs also provide
Feb. 20 Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m. educational programs, benefits access counseling, Adult Protection
Feb. 27 Planning Commission — 6:30 p.m. Servi d h

Feb. 28 Administrative Hearing — 2:00 p.m. crvices and much more

..................................................................................................

Village Tree Lighting

The Village of Berkeley will be holding their
annual Christmas Tree Lighting in front of the
Village Hall on Tuesday December 5™. The
event starts at 5:30pm with the Ozinga ‘Merry
Mixer’ followed with the Village Tree
Lighting at 6:00pm — 6:30pm. The ‘Merry
Mixer’ has 32,000 programmed lights and toe
tapping renditions of your favorite Christmas
tunes.

é Village of Berkeley
I 5819 El ic A
BERKELEY Berk(eelcet)fl;lillir‘nlgizue
L 60163

www.berkeley.il.us
708-449-8840
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. Blackboard Connect Service

! The Village of Berkeley has a Village-wide notification service |

| (Blackboard Connect) and can communicate information to residents and
businesses about time-sensitive or common-interest issues in the instance
of an emergency or about local community events. If you are interested in
receiving these notifications, please fill out the following information, cut
the form out and drop off at the Village Hall (5819 Electric Ave.) or you

! can register

online through the Village of Berkeley website:

www.berkeley.il.us/community/residents/villagenotificationcenter

Name:
Address:

Phone #:

Email:
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