
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Village President’s Desk 
The State of “Your” Village for 2019 

Greetings Berkeley residents and businesses. I believe that it is finally safe to say 
welcome to spring of 2019. This edition of “Berkeley Connects” will focus on the State 
of the Village as we begin fiscal year 2019-2020 which started on May 1, 2019. Optimism 
is the operative word for 2019 in the Village of Berkeley and there are many reasons for 
that optimistic point of view. 
 
First and foremost, I would like to thank our Administrative staff and all Department 
Heads for working together for the planning and presentation of a balanced operating 
budget to the Board of Trustees. This budget was passed unanimously at the April Board 
Meeting. 
 
A key component to the budget is the new Administrative Branch of the Berkeley Police 
Department; the Code Enforcement/Property Maintenance Division.  Code compliance 
and enforcement is a difficult yet critical element contributing to the quality of life in any 
municipality. A firm but fair program development was identified by the Village Board 
and staff during the strategic planning process of 2017. Making good on that effort, the 
implementation of our new Code Enforcement program will fall under the leadership of 
newly appointed and promoted Commander Greg Bednar. Commander Bednar is a 
veteran of the Berkeley Police Department and will do a terrific job of managing his staff 
as he carries out the vision of a firm but fair Property Maintenance Program, the goal of 
which is compliance. Please note the Police Department’s article entitled Code 
Enforcement/Property Maintenance Division identifies the functions of Code 
Enforcement and Property Maintenance, as well as, common code violations. Let us all 
remember that when a property is properly maintained and code compliant, property 
values throughout the community are only stronger and more valuable. 
 
It is with great pleasure that I report to you that our Flood Mitigation project is nearing 
total completion. The record rainfall in the first week of May provided a solid test for the 
Village of Berkeley flood project, allowing for calibration and a look at early returns. The 
lift station pumps were installed in late April and the recent rainfall allowed for the 
sequencing of the 3 pumps and their operational value to be set and tested. Over twenty 
feet of water stored in the basin during the winter was pumped out of the pond in 
anticipation of April showers. No sooner than the test cycle was completed and pond  
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levels reached -20’ below street level, we received 2.5” of snow followed by 3.5” 
of rain in the first week of May. I am happy to report that the system functioned 
flawlessly during this initial test and the programing orientation period of the new 
equipment. We look forward to the long term benefits and peace of mind that this 
retention pond will provide Berkeley residents  and business owners. The project is 
expected to be fully completed in early June.  

The Village of Berkeley recently hosted its annual Community Roundtable, a night 
of discussion and planning with our civic partners and government representatives 
in late April. State Representative Chris Welch was in attendance as well as Mr. 
Larry Shapiro from our U.S. Congressman Danny Davis’s office. Local entities 
such as Berkeley Park District, Berkeley Public Library, as well School District #87 

were also represented. Civic groups including the Berkeley Community Garden Club, Neighborhood Watch Program 
and the Berkeley Seniors Organization also attended. The evening provided an opportunity to discuss strategic planning 
on a local and state wide level as our common goal is working together to improve Berkeley. Thank you all for attending 
and sharing your vision as to how we can better connect our goals for community advancement. 

As we close out a successful 2018/2019 fiscal year, there are some key initiatives for the 2019 - 2020 fiscal year I 
would also like to make you aware of. These projects are in the planning process, all at various stages of development, 
but on the horizon for 2019/20 completion: 

• Enhanced code enforcement strategy;
• Berkeley Day of Service – June 22, 2019;
• Finalize a Village economic development plan;
• Zoning code update/St. Charles Road corridor plan update;
• Completion of the Village-wide water meter replacement program;
• Completion of the final phase of the Village of Berkeley grind and pave program;
• Continued planning and engineering for the proposed Proviso Drive road paving project;
• Repair of 5300 lineal feet of critical sanitary sewer main in various locations throughout the Village; and
• Installation of a red light camera system at the corner of St. Charles Rd. and Wolf Rd. to address public safety

issues.

Thank you to the Berkeley Board of Trustees and our Administrative staff of all Departments for the collaborative 
efforts that it takes to plan and implement. 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Lee, Jr. 
Village President  
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Berkeley Police Department 
Code Enforcement/Property Maintenance Division 
The Code Enforcement Officers are responsible for proactively enforcing Village ordinances regarding the health and 
safety of Berkeley’s residents. Code officers work with residents on a daily basis to resolve code violations that impact 
the quality of life in Berkeley. 
 

Functions of Code Enforcement Officers 
• Receiving citizen calls, letters and in-person reports of code violations throughout the village. 

• Proactively patrolling Village streets and alleys to ensure code regulations are followed regarding health, safety 
and aesthetics. 

• Investigating and working with private property owners to gain compliance when violations are found or 
reported. 

The following are common property maintenance / code violations that the inspectors find during inspections.  If any 
of these conditions exist in your home, please try to proactively correct them. If you need assistance or are uncertain of 
something please feel free to call us and ask for advice.  
 

1. Failure to properly display address on property to be visible from street. 
2. Outdoor storage of inoperable/abandoned vehicles 
3. Accumulation of trash, garbage, brush, or construction materials 
4. Overgrowth of grass and/or overgrowth of weeds 
5. Building or fence in disrepair 
6. Missing or damaged handrails or balusters 
7. Peeling and chipping paint 
8. Broken or cracked windows on house or garage 
9. Parking on unapproved/not paved surface such as grass  

 

The Village regularly conducts property maintenance inspections to protect the health, safety, and appearance of the 
property as well as nearby areas.  You may receive a “hang tag” or notice from one of our inspectors informing you of 
a property maintenance violation.  If you receive a “hang tag,” please make arrangements to correct the code violation 
within the given time frame.  Contact the inspector or Commander Greg Bednar at 708-449-8716 if you have questions. 

 

Although Code Compliance is challenging, our role is improving the quality of life for all by ensuring a cleaner, safer 
and more attractive community for everyone. 
 
 

Berkeley Annual Family Fun Festival 
Save the Date! 
 

JOIN US FOR OUR 
ANNUAL BERKELEY 
FAMILY FUN FEST 

AUGUST 11th – NOON – 6:00 p.m. 
FOOD, FUN AND LIVE MUSIC 
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Berkeley Neighborhood Watch 
Upcoming Meetings 
 
June 12th & July 10th      
All meetings are held at the Village Hall at 6:30 p.m. Light refreshments will be available. 
 
Summer Events 

• Sponsor for Music in the Park on Thursday, August 1st  
• August 2019 – National Night Out on Tuesday August 6th  
• Participation at the Village of Berkeley Family Picnic on Sunday, August 11th  

 
If you wish to be a block captain for your street, feel free to contact Officer Len Norek at 708-449-8226 or email him 
at lnorek@berkeley.il.us and he will send you an application, a training guide and, after your approval, a credential 
badge. We also have applications at our monthly meeting as well. 

Berkeley Fire Department 
Fire Hydrant Flow Testing 
 
The Village Fire and Public Works Departments will begin testing fire hydrants throughout the Village beginning on 
Monday, May 5th and will take two months to complete. Crews will be testing Monday thru Friday between 8:00 a.m. 
and 2:30 p.m.  
 
Fire hydrant testing is completed to ensure hydrants are operating properly and can be used in the event of a fire or 
other emergency requiring water. The fire hydrant testing results in an increased flow of water from the fire hydrants, 
to aid in facilitate this process. Please keep the following in mind: 
 

• The flushing and testing of each hydrant takes about 15 minutes. 
• During testing, you may notice large quantities of water in the street. 
• There may be a slight pressure drop, air in the pipes and temporary discoloration or sediment in your 

water.  
To counter these effects, it is recommended to restrict water use when a hydrant in your immediate vicinity is being 
tested, and then run the water from an outside spigot or bathtub for a short time to flush out any loosened sediment and 
discoloration in the water, run the water until it becomes clear. 

 
As the days get longer and the snow starts to melt thoughts of being in our yards enjoying warmer evenings with family 
and friends are on our minds. Sounds fantastic! Now let us do it in a safe manor. For more information on how to safely 
enjoy your grills and outdoor fire pits please go to the Village’s website www.berkeley.il.us click Government - 
Departments – Fire. 

 

American Legion Post #1016 
 
The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary would like to thank Mayor Lee, the citizens of Berkeley and the many 
others who helped with our recent Poppy Days Campaign.  Thanks to all of you, we have surpassed our goal this year 
allowing us to do more for the hospitalized veterans. Our Little Miss Poppy, Keelyn Taranu, did a great job this year 
and on behalf of the American Legion and Auxiliary we would like to thank Keelyn for her efforts.  

 

 

 

mailto:lnorek@berkeley.il.us
http://www.berkeley.il.us/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiBv4bBpp7iAhVSRK0KHQCaADsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://escondidolegion.org/legion-emblem-jpg/&psig=AOvVaw1B3JqyaPugbC7MtR-IWBgH&ust=1558035992387120
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Scholarship Opportunity 

Graduating High School Students 
 
 

The Village of Berkeley offers two $500 scholarships to two graduating high school students residing in Berkeley and entering 
college in the fall. Applications are available at the Village Hall and on the Village website, www.berkeley.il.us.  Applications 
are being accepted until 4:30 p.m. on Friday, July 12, 2019. 

 

Berkeley Beautify Program 

May - October 
 
Spring of 2019 marks the fourth year of our Beautify Berkeley Program! We are so proud of our neighborhood that we 

want to promote and show appreciation to our residents and businesses that have invested significant efforts into 
maintaining well- manicured lawns and curb appeal.  May to October of each month, Village of Berkeley personnel 

will be making recommendations to the Village Board for 
those properties that are well maintained. At one Board 
meeting a month, the Board will select the winner and 
award them with a prize. At the end of the program season, 
all of the winners from the previous months will be entered 
into a drawing for a grand prize. If you’re up for the 
challenge, all you have to do is keep your properties 
manicured and wait for us to make contact with you each 
month. For more information on the Beautify Berkeley 
Program, visit our website, www.berkeley.il.us.  

 

Berkeley Baseball 
 

Summer Baseball Clinics 
 
Berkeley Little League Baseball will be holding a series of Summer Baseball Clinics at the Berkeley Baseball Fields 
located at 1310 N. Wolf Road south of Sunnyside – MacArthur Schools. The clinics will be held on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. beginning August 9th and running through August 26th. The fee is $100 per 
player, to register call Lennin Estremera at 773-957-5628 or Lennin’s email is berkeleybaseball2016@gmail.com. 

 

Proviso Township Property Tax 
 

Proviso Township Property Tax Appeals Workshop 
 
The Village of Berkeley Board of Trustees and the Proviso Township Assessor’s office will be presenting a property 
tax workshop on Tuesday, July 30, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m., at the Berkeley Village Hall, 5819 Electric Avenue, Berkeley 
IL, 60163.  
 
If you are interested in filing an appeal, please bring your latest property tax bill to the workshop. For more information, 
please contact the Berkeley Village Hall at 708-449-8840. 
 

http://www.berkeley.il.us/
http://www.berkeley.il.us/
mailto:berkeleybaseball2016@gmail.com
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Berkeley Community Garden Club 

New Growing Season 
 

Spring Fest is set for Saturday, June 8th at the Community Garden Grounds, noon until 3:00 p.m.  We will be featuring 
live music, a raffle and bake sale, gardening tips and demonstrations, free kids’ crafts, refreshments, and a showcase of 
local organizations.  
 
Join the fun!  Become a BCGC member today!  Like us on Facebook- BerkeleyGardenClub 
For more information about membership, plot rentals, or you are just curious, feel welcome to email us: 
BerkeleyCommunityGardenClub@Comcast.net  or call 630-481-6442 

 

Berkeley Public Library 

Fostering the Spirit of Exploration, Learning, and Reading 
The Library will be closed on July 4th in observance of Independence Day. 
 
Summer Program Highlights: 
Father’s Day Drop-in Craft and Movie (Finding Nemo at 1:00 PM), June 15th at 11:30 a.m.,  
Geocaching 101 – Two Part Series Part 1 on June 18th at 6:30 p.m.; Series Part 2 on June 25th at 6:30p.m.   
Children under 7 must be accompanied by an adult. Registration encouraged as seating is limited. 
Antique Appraisal Event. Saturday, June 22nd at 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
Registration required to participate, or you can just come watch the appraisals! 
Take Charge of Your Health.  Mondays at 10:30 a.m.  June 24th, July 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th.  Registration is 
required.  10/min & 18/max. 
Tween/Teen Tie Dye.  June 29th at 1:00 p.m. bring a white/light colored cotton item to tie-dye.  Registration required, 
ages 10+. 
Mary Macaroni. July 13, 11:00 a.m. Seating is limited, so registration is strongly encouraged.   
DIY Celebration Calendar. July 20th at 11:30 a.m. This craft is intended for adults. Registration is required. 
Apollo 11 Moon Landing 50th Anniversary Presentation.  July 27th at 1:00 p.m.  Seating is limited, so registration is 
strongly encouraged.   
DIY Candle Making. August 3rd at 11:30 a.m. want to learn the basics of candle making? Come join us as we create tea 
cup candles for any occasion. Adult program, registration is required.  
Tween/Teen Fridays.  All summer, starting June 7th at 4:00 p.m., tweens/teens will have the chance to gather every 
Friday at the library.  
Teen Graphic Book Club. Every other Friday starting June 7th at 4:00 p.m. 
Create Club. June 14th and July 12th at 4:00 p.m. 
Pokémon Walk.  June 28th at 4:00 p.m. Attendees will need to bring their own phone loaded with the Pokémon Go app 
to participate 
Tween/Teen after Hours.  July 26th at 4:00 p.m. This After Hours will have a Harry Potter theme!  
Tween/Teen after Hours.  August 9th at 4:00 p.m. 
 
From the Director Desk: 
I wanted to take the opportunity to send a THANK YOU . . .  
To our four retiring library board trustees Audra Allen, Jerry Brown, Jason Mathews, and Ida O’Neal for all of their 
hard work.  A very special thank you to Jerry Brown, who has served the library and this community as a trustee for 
over 25 years. 
 
**For more information on all of our programs for youth, teens/tweens, and adults, please stop in the library and pick 
up our summer newsletter or check out our website (www.berkelypl.org) or join us on Facebook   

mailto:BerkeleyCommunityGardenClub@Comcast.net
http://www.berkelypl.org/
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Save the Date 

Berkeley Golf Outing 
 

 
 

 
 
  

 
Village of Berkeley  
Annual Golf Outing 

Sugar Creek Golf Course 
500 E. Van Buren, Villa Park, Illinois 60181 

Friday, June 14th at 2:00 p.m. 
Registration Form 

Please enclose check or money order payable to Village of Berkeley 
Also available online at www.eventbrite.com  

Before June 3rd: $80 per Player for Golf & Dinner or $40 per Person for Dinner 
After June 3rd: $100 per Player for Golf & Dinner or $50 per Person for Dinner 

Player 1 Name:  $100, $80, $50 or $40 

Player 2 Name:  $100, $80, $50 or $40 

Player 3 Name:  $100, $80, $50 or $40 

Player 4 Name:  $100, $80, $50 or $40 

TOTAL Enclosed $ _____________ 
You may sign up as an individual or as a group of four. We will do our best to complete open foursomes, on a 

first paid, first served basis. Tee time starts at 2:33 p.m. 

Address:     Primary Point of Contact Information: 
Village of Berkeley   Name: _______________________________________ 
Attn: Golf Outing   Address: _____________________________________  
5819 Electric Ave.   City, State, Zip: ________________________________ 
Berkeley, IL. 60163   Email: ________________________________________ 

     Phone: ________________________________________ 
Note: Registration is complete only when the Village has received your form AND payment or online at 

eventbrite.com. If you withdraw less than 5 days of the golf outing date, we WILL NOT be able to refund your 
money. Please contact Jim Marino at jmarino@berkeley.il.us or call 708-449-8840 for any questions. 
   
 

http://www.eventbrite.com/
mailto:jmarino@berkeley.il.us
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JUNE 2019 
June 03 Brush East of Taft Ave   
June 04 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
June 06 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
June 10 Brush West of Taft Ave 
June 13 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
June 14 Golf Outing & Dinner 
June 17 Brush East of Taft Ave 
June 18  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
June 20  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
June 24  Brush West of Taft Ave 

Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
June 26       Entertainment Night – 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
June 27  Recycling West of Taft Ave 
 Electronics Recycling, entire town 

JULY 2019   

July 01 Brush East of Taft Ave 
July 02 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
July 04 Village Hall Closed – 4th of July 
July 05 Garbage delayed 
 Recycling East of Taft Ave  
July 08  Brush West of Taft Ave 
July 11 Recycling West of Taft Ave  
 Music in the Park – 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
July 15 Brush East of Taft Ave  
July 16 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
July 18 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
 Music in the Park – 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
July 22 Brush West of Taft Ave  
July 25 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
 Music in the Park – 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
July 29 Brush East of Taft Ave 

Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 

AUGUST 2019  
August 01  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
 Music in the Park – 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
August 05  Brush West of Taft Ave 
August 06  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
August 08  Recycling West of Taft Ave 
August 11  Berkeley Family Fun Fest – 12:00 p.m. 
August 12  Brush East of Taft Ave 
August 15  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
August 19  Brush West of Taft Ave 
August 20  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
August 22  Recycling West of Taft Ave 
August 26  Brush East of Taft Ave 
 Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
August 29  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
 
 

 

  WATER METERS 
Replacement Project 

The Village of Berkeley’s Public Works staff has installed to 
date over 1600 meters within the Village leaving just over 250 
meters remaining to be replaced. The Village’s Public Works 
staff has attempted to replace the water meters at the remaining 
residences a minimum of five times and will keep attempting 
to make contact to complete the meter replacement. A notice 
detailing the appointment requests will continue to be left, if 
you need a make a Saturday appointment contact the Village’s 
Main Office to check available dates and times. The failure to 
allow the Village’s Public Works staff access to your residence 
to replace the water meter may result in your water being shut 
off. DO NOT DELAY! Please contact the Village at 708-449-
8840 to set your appointment today.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

Village of Berkeley 
5819 Electric Avenue 

Berkeley, Illinois 60163 
708-449-8840 

 

Save the Date: 
Berkeley Day of Service 

June 22, 2019 
More information forthcoming please see the 

Village Website: www.berkeley.il.us | 
Facebook: OfficialBerkeleyIL 

 

 

http://www.berkeley.il.us/
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