
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Village President’s Desk 
Greetings Berkeley Residents, Business Owners 

The Village of Berkeley will soon begin planning 
the Centennial celebration of the Village of 
Berkeley as a Municipal Corporation of the State 
of Illinois. This is a time to reflect, celebrate and 
continue to plan our future as a wonderful place 
to raise a family in a small-town community, 
minutes from one of the busiest airports in the 
country and the 3rd largest city in the USA. The 
Village of Berkeley was incorporated on May 20, 
1924 and will celebrate the first 100 years on 
May 20, 2024. 
 

Today is a time to reflect, as I take you back to the 
early days of Berkeley, the first 50 years if you 
will, and to honor Rosemarie Johnson, who documented Berkeley’s growth with the 
publication of “From Oats to Roses, the History of Berkeley”. This book was published by 
the Friends of Berkeley Library in celebration of Berkeley’s Golden Anniversary in May of 
1974. 
 

Roy and Rosemarie Johnson bought their first house as a newly married couple when they 
moved to Berkeley in 1954. The rapid growth of the western suburbs of Cook County began 
after the end of World War II and certainly the growth of Berkeley was no exception. Roy 
worked for the Royal Typewriter Co for many years, took the train to work (the Aurora-Elgin 
Railroad, which is now the Illinois Prairie) and wore many hats in his time with Royal. Sales, 
accounting, management and even repairing products were some of the positions Roy gladly 
accepted in his time with Royal, while he and Rosemarie raised their 6 children in this rapidly  
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From the Village President’s Desk 
 
growing community. Rosemarie had the 24/7/365 job as homemaker and just as their parents had raised and taught them, 
Rosemarie and Roy found the time to volunteer for the needs of their community, which for them, was the Village of Berkeley. 
 

The early days of Berkeley had a volunteer Fire Department, of which Roy proudly served for many years. At a time when the 
Johnson family did not own an automobile, Roy would answer the fire alarm by running through the fields to the fire house from 
their home on Elm Street to the fire house on Electric Ave, often times arriving before volunteers who drove from their homes to 
the firehouse. School Street was not yet built in the late 1950s, so Roy would mow a path regularly through the weeds to clear his 
route from his back yard to Electric Avenue. 
 

Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts were also community services where the Johnsons eagerly and willingly volunteered their time for 
the good of the youth of Berkeley. Roy served as Scout Master for Cub Scouts and eventually Assistant Scoutmaster for the Boy 
Scout Program. 
 

Rosemarie would assist the scouting program as Merit Badge coordinator as well as teaching the cooking of wild edible plants 
program which was part of life in Berkeley at the time. The scouts would help to gather the dandelions, milkweed pods, and other 
edible plants, which were then cooked down in boiling water, fried with a bit of butter, and the wild edible plants were ready for 
consumption, which the scouts loved. 
 

The Berkeley Scouting Program is how we arrive at “From Oats to Roses.” The young scouts of the Johnson household had a 
merit project of researching the history of their community. Rosemarie would help her kids with the merit project which further 
developed into the 36-page book published by the “Friends of the Berkeley Library,” an organization formed to help raise money 
for the Berkeley Public Library, which built and dedicated the building that they still call home today at Taft and Maple Avenues.   
 

“From Oats to Roses, the History of Berkeley” was a great success for Berkeley when we celebrated our 50th Anniversary as a 
community in 1974. Copies were sold to Berkeley residents by the Friends of the Library and a book signing was held at the new 
library as Rosemarie was once again glad to assist her community in any way that she could. She never received nor wanted any 
compensation and met many Berkeley residents through her interviews and research for the book. Rosemarie made friends for life 
through her work with her writing project of the history of Berkeley. 
 

As we embark on our 100 years as the Village of Berkeley, Cook County, State of Illinois, I firmly believe that the historical 
document published by the Friends of the Berkeley Library, written by a homemaker, avid community volunteer and mother of 6, 
is indeed the single most historically significant document regarding the history of the Berkeley community.         
 

It is in that spirit, at a September or October Village Board meeting to be announced, Rosemarie Johnson will be named and 
declared the “Village of Berkeley Historian” for her most significant contribution to the Village of Berkeley and be presented with 
the first reprinted copy of “From Oats to Roses, The History of Berkeley, 2021”.      
 

Subsequent to the honor of being named Berkeley Historian, a reprint of “From Oats to Roses” will be distributed to each Berkeley 
household and business so that we can all share in the story of our community through 1974 (with an addendum that talks of 
events through 1983 that was added ten years later). The distribution of the reprint will give all residents a special insight of what 
life was like in the early days of our community.        
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This is step one in honoring our community’s first 100 years by honoring “Rosemarie Johnson, Berkeley Historian.” 
 

The author of the next 50 years will write “From Oats to Roses to the New Millennium” and has accepted the task at hand 
and will be introduced to the Berkeley community in due time. This edition of Berkeley Connects is all about Rosemarie 
Johnson and her late husband Roy and appreciates the significant contributions that they have made to the history and growth 
of this wonderful community. 
 

Thank you, Rosemarie, and thank you Berkeley residents! 
 
 

 
Respectfully, 
Robert E Lee Jr 
Village President 
Village of Berkeley 
 
 

Berkeley Fire Department     
“Winter is coming!” 
This may not be Game of Thrones, but the cold of winter will be here soon. It is time to prepare the snow blowers and 
break out the winter clothing and gear. It is time to check the furnace and other heaters to make sure they are performing 
at their peak and they are clear of any storage or debris. “The North remembers” the bitter cold of years past so don’t 
be caught with your guard down. 
The following websites will help you prepare, so review them and have a safe winter season: 

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/coldstress/coldrelatedillnesses.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/winter/duringstorm/indoorsafety.html 
https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/phys_agents/cold_working.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/winter/index.html 
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Prairie Path and Taft Corridor Plan 
The Village is seeking feedback: 
The Village of Berkeley, Village of Hillside, 
and the Berkeley Park District, in partnership 
with the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 
Planning (CMAP), are working to develop a 
shared vision for the Prairie Path and Taft 
Avenue corridor to increase pedestrian and 
bicycle traffic along the path, attract 
businesses to the area, and enhance parks and 
open space for residents and path users. 
Corridor plans develop goals for 
improvements along a specific street, and 
propose projects to address these goals. 
  
The Village is seeking feedback from 
residents and users of the Prairie Path and 
surrounding areas. CMAP has setup a website 
with information about the project study area, 
project timeline, and helpful informational 
videos. CMAP has setup multiple channels for 
those that want to provide feedback about the 
plan including sharing ideas, taking a survey, and mapping ideas in the plan area. The Prairie Path and Taft Avenue Corridor 
Plan website can be found here: www.cmap.is/prairie-path-survey. 
 

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch                

 Creating Community Awareness 
 
 FUTURE MEETINGS at the Village Hall will be held on September 8th, October 13th, and November 10th, 2021 

and then the second Wednesday of every month starting at 6:30 p.m.  
 Can’t attend? Join us on Facebook live at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch 
 Please be reminded of our past programs on Unemployment Fraud, Carjacking’s, Block Captain Training, 

Smart911, Self-Defense, Home Security Smart Technology, Gang Activity, Code Enforcement, Domestic 
Violence, Gun Safety, Situational Awareness, Ruse Burglaries, Credit Card Fraud, Holiday Safety, Wild 
Animal Control, Emergency Management 

 If you have suggestions for future crime prevention topics, let us know as below. 
 Our DOOR/WINDOW decals are FREE at the Village Hall and Police Station. Inquire within to get yours today!  
You can now help by supporting us by making a purchase through AMAZON SMILE!! Amazon will donate 0.5% of your 
purchase to us. Doesn’t sound like much, but it adds up after a while!!  Thank you for your support in advance. 
Contact us at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com, Facebook, or Commander Len Norek (708)449-8226 
 
 

Community Seniors 55+ 
Stay Healthy! 
 
The Memorial Park Districts’ Senior Group meets every Tuesday from 11am to 2pm at Eisenhower Community 
Center, 700 Speechley Blvd, Hillside. For more information please call (708) 547-3900 Ext. 4. 

 

 

http://www.cmap.is/prairie-path-survey
https://www.facebook.com/berkeleyneighborhoodwatch
mailto:berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com
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Save the Date 
Annual Electronic Waste Curbside Collection Program 
This year’s annual electronic waste collection will take place on Friday September 10th. If you have any electronic item to 
be collected please place it at the curb by 6:00 AM Friday morning of the electronic collection day. If you have any item 
that is over 50 pounds or a TV over 55” please contact the Village Hall at 708-449-8840 to ensure we have proper 
staffing to pick it up.  

Accepted Items: 
Cable Satellite Receivers  Personal Computers   CD Rom / Zip / Tape Drives 

 Laptops    Copy / Fax / Scanner Machines Monitors 
Covered Electronic Devices  Printers     Digital Converter Boxes 

 Televisions    Electronic Mice   Modems 
Hand Held Games   VCR, DVD, Laser Disc Player  Hard Drives    

 Palm Organizers   Keyboards     Video Game Players   
 

Understanding Backyard Flooding 
What you should know 
The first rule of grading is that the ground around your home should slope away 
from your house in all directions dropping at least two or three inches every 
ten feet, always with the intent of redirecting rain water away from your home 
and ultimately your foundation. Unless the ground drops 2 to 3 inches for every 10 
feet away from your home, you may have drainage issues that can impact your foundation. 
The builder of your home used this guideline as he graded the property when it was built. Over time,  
homes and the ground around them can settle, creating a shift of the soil grading in some spots that  
may require landscaper or architectural/engineering intervention. It is always suggested that you enlist the help of trained 
professionals before undertaking a re-grading project so that you do not create a larger problem for yourself or for 
surrounding neighbors. However, there are some efforts that can be undertaken to better address the water that ultimately 
ends up at the rear of your property.  
 

The best solution will vary from property to property. It is recommended that you get more than one estimate before 
contracting out work, and carefully consider which options will work best for you. Below are some possible steps that can 
be taken to reduce the impact of a flooded yard and many more can be found online. Remember, a perfectly dry lawn may 
not be possible. 
 

Rain Gardens: Planted with grasses and flowering perennials, rain gardens can be a cost effective and beautiful way to 
reduce runoff from your property. Rain gardens can also help filter out pollutants in runoff and provide food and shelter for 
butterflies, song birds and other wildlife. 
 

Dry Wells: A dry well is a subsurface storage facility that receives and temporarily stores stormwater. Discharge of this 
stored runoff from a dry well occurs through infiltration into the surrounding soils. If a dry well sounds like a viable 
possibility for your property, installation will require a permit and a licensed contractor to make sure that your well is deep 
enough to shed the water. 
 

Permeable Pavers: Non-permeable surfaces shed water because there is no opportunity for absorption. Permeable brick 
pavers allow the rigid surface that homeowners require in a back patio or sidewalk, but allows rainwater to be absorbed into 
the ground. Minimizing non-permeable surfaces creates a better chance that water may be absorbed by the ground naturally 
instead of shedding it to one area of the property. 
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Berkeley Community Garden Club  

2021 Growing Season Recap 
 
We are excited to share that the 2021 growing season was a success for the Berkeley Community Garden Club!  We have 
adapted and excelled! With our many new and returning members we beautified our garden grounds and continued our 
mission of growing and donating hundreds of pounds of pesticide free food to our neighbors in need.  Our plot renters and 
many volunteers had a garden escape to enjoy and shake off a year of social distance and isolation. Going forward we plan 
to keep doing our part to help Berkeley be a great place to live and thrive. We want to take a moment to give thanks to all 
of those folks that make our club run smoothly.  We would like to say a special thanks to the Village of Berkeley, the Fire 
Department, and our many community partners.  We are truly grateful.    

Grow Your Community!!  Become a BCGC member in the 2022! 
Like us on Facebook- BerkeleyGardenClub   

For more information about membership, plot rentals, or you are just curious, feel welcome to email us: 
BerkeleyCommunityGardenClub@Comcast.net or call 630-481-6442  

 “Promoting education and awareness of the environment for the health and well-being of the community.” 
 
 

American Legion            
Berkeley Post and Unit 1016 

 
The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary have a busy schedule ahead in the coming 
months. As we approach the holidays and start heading back to school, we continue to 
appreciate your support. 

 
SEPTEMBER 
• September 6th Labor Day Fly your Flag 
• September 10th  Post 1016 meeting at 7:30 pm at Village Hall 
• September 22nd  First Day of Autumn 

 
OCTOBER  
• Flag Retirement Ceremony TBD 
• October 8th  Post 1016 meeting at 7:30 pm at Village Hall  
• October 11th Columbus Day 

 
NOVEMBER 
• November 2nd Election Day Fly your Flag 
• November 7th Daylight Savings 
• November 11th Veterans Day Fly your Flag 
• November 12th Post 1016 meeting at 7:30 pm at Village Hall 
• November 25th Thanksgiving Fly your Flag 

 
The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary is committed to being a community minded organization. If you are 
interested in becoming a member please contact John Asaro at (708) 493-2303. Thank you for your support.   
 

 

 

mailto:BerkeleyCommunityGardenClub@Comcast.net
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Berkeley Public Library 
2021 Fall Events and Programs 
Library Closings: 
The Library will be closed September 6 for Labor Day, November 25 and November 26 for Thanksgiving.  
Message from the Director:  
This fall, the library is happy to be starting a new Community Outreach Desk service. 
We are fortunate to be working with Aurora University’s School of Social Work to have 
an intern a few mornings a week for drop-in outreach services help. If you or anyone you 
know needs a hand finding social services related to senior services, dementia care, food 
scarcity, drug and alcohol abuse, job seeking, or many other topics- you’ll be able to stop 
in and meet one-on-one. Details and schedules will be posted as things develop.  
 

Fall Programs: 
 September 11th Remembered – September 4, 1:00-2:30. Historian Jim Gibbons will discuss the events of the 

day.  
 Hispanic Heritage Day – September 18, 11:00-2:30.  To help celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, we will have a 

Bilingual Storytime and Craft from 11:00-12:00, eat snacks and watch performers from 12:00-1:00, and compete 
in our third annual Salsa Saboreo from 1:00-2:30 judging your homemade salsa recipes!  

 Sugar Skulls Drop in Craft & Movie – October 16, 11:30-2:30. Celebrate the holidays by decorating sugar 
skulls and watching the movie, Coco! Free popcorn will be served, but attendees are encouraged to bring a lunch!  

 Orson Wells Program – October 21, 6:30-7:30. Laura Keyes Presents: A Look Behind the Orson Wells' “War of 
the Worlds" Broadcast. Ms. Keyes will talk about the dramatic 1938 broadcast on Halloween night.   

 Adult/Teen DIY – October 23, 11:00-12:00. Come drill pumpkins with us! Please bring a drill if you have one.  
 Teen After Hours Friday – October 29, 4:00-8:30. Join us for Nintendo gaming, a movie, and food. Ages 13-18. 
 Trick or Treat @ BPL – October 30, 12:00-3:00 Visit our table outside (weather-permitting) and show us your 

amazing costumes, and get some treats (options available with and without candy). 
 Adult/Teen DIY – November 20, 11:00-12:00. Join us to create your very own book planter. 

 

After School Survey – Please fill out our survey and share your thoughts for after school events and programs. The 
survey is available on our Facebook Page or at the Circulation desk. 

 

Recurring Programs: 
 Adult Book Club – September 8 (“No Time Like the Future: An Optimist Considers Mortality” by Michael J. 

Fox),   October 13, November 10. 6:30-8:00 
 Create Club – September 17, October 15, and November 19. 4:00-5:00. Come try a new craft! Ages 10+.   
 D&D – September 4, 18, October 2, 16, 30, November 13, 27. 2:00-4:30. Bring your own dice. Ages 10-18. 
 Homeschool Connections – Every other Tuesday, starting September 7, 1:00 - 2:30. This program is designed for 

school aged children who are being homeschooled. Registration is required to insure adequate supplies. 
 M&M Teen Bingo – September 3, October 1, November 5. 4:30-5:30. Ages 13-18. 
 Senior Mondays – September 27, October 25, November 22. 10:30. 
 Story Time – Starting Wednesday, September 15, join us for in-person stories on Wednesday mornings at 10:30, 

followed by a play activity (LEGO build or Playdoh) and on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings at 6:30PM, 
starting September 15th.  On-Line Story Time will continue to be posted every Saturday, with a special activity bag 
that accompanies the story theme. Bags are first come, first served).  Bi-Lingual Story Times will be posted on line 
every third Saturday of the month. 

 Tea and Mystery – September 10, October 8, November 12. 10:30am-12:30pm.  
 
 

***We are offering some programming online for youth, teens/tweens, and adults! Please check out our website 
(www.berkelypl.org) or join us on Facebook at (https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/)*** 

 

Due to limited seating, 
registration is required for most 
events/programs.  Please call us 
at (708) 544-6017 for details. 

http://www.berkelypl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/
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SEPT. 2021  
Sept 02  Recycling West of Taft Ave 
Sept 06 Village Hall Closed – Labor Day 
Sept 07        Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m.   
                    Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Sept 10 Garbage Delayed 
 Electronics Recycling 
 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Sept 13       Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
Sept 16       Recycling West of Taft Ave 
Sept 20       Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Sept 21       Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Sept 23       Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Sept 27       Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
       Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
  

OCT. 2021 
Oct 04 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Oct 05   Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Oct 07  Recycling East of Taft Ave  
Oct 11 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
Oct 14         Recycling West of Taft Ave 
Oct 18 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Oct 19 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Oct 21 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Oct 25         Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
          Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
Oct 28 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
  

NOV. 2021  
Nov 01        Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Nov 02  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Nov 04  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Nov 08  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
Nov 11  Village Hall Closed 
 Veteran’s Day    
  Recycling West of Taft Ave 
Nov 15        Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Nov 16 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Nov 18        Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Nov 22  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
Nov 25 Village Hall Closed 
 Thanksgiving Day 
Nov 26 Village Hall Closed 
 Garbage Delayed –  
 Last Yard Waste pick-up 
Nov 29       Last Brush Pickup – Whole Town 
                   Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.  

                     
 

Village Scholarship Program 

2021 Scholarship Award Winners 
The Village of Berkeley would like to congratulate the two 2021 
scholarship award winners: 
 
Alia Johnson who will be attending Purdue University. 
 
Jorge Garcia who will be attending the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. 
 

Save the Date 
Electric Lights Festival 
 
The Village of Berkeley will once again be presenting the Electric 
Lights Festival in Berkeley Park (5819 Electric Ave., Berkeley 
across from the Village Hall) beginning December 1st and going 
through January 9th.  This is a FREE walk through a Holiday 
Experience along a portion of the historic Illinois Prairie Path!  
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