
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Village President’s Desk 
Summer Events Recap & Moving into Fall 

 
I have just returned from the “Berkeley Family Fun Fest,” which annually concludes our 
summer events programming in the Village of Berkeley. A great Sunday afternoon, which 
was preceded by “Electric Nights,” the Thursday evening July - August concert series, 
all which were held in Berkeley Park on Electric Avenue. Many thanks to all who 
attended and enjoyed, our very talented musicians, our business sponsors who paid for 
these events, Berkeley Administrative staff who managed the efforts to coordinate, our 
Public Safety team of Police and Fire to keep us all safe, the Public Works team that 
coordinated setup, takedown and site management of all of the above. 
 
We as the Village of Berkeley’s Board of Trustees are very proud of our events, and look 
forward to steady growth year to year on bringing our community together. We are 
especially thankful to our civic partners who give of their time all year long for the good 
of community with very little revenue in which to work with. Berkeley is lucky to have 
the Berkeley Community Garden Club, the Citizens Police Academy, the Neighborhood 
Watch Program, the Berkeley Public Library and the Berkeley Park District. On behalf 
of the Board of Trustees, thank you for your continued good work.  
 
The business of Berkeley has been very busy since the last edition of “Berkeley 
Connects.” The following will serve as a consolidated report on our efforts and ask that 
you refer to some of the attached related information in this edition which will further 
explain our efforts to better serve the community. 
 
The new and improved Property Code Enforcement Program has been received with very 
good cooperation from the residents and business owners in town. This program will take 
some time, a firm but fair approach has been our mantra, with compliance the goal. With 
compliance, we will all have a safer, more beautiful community with higher property 
values. Commander Greg Bednar has applied a very consistent, firm approach with an 
open door policy to discuss concerns that you may have toward your property. The focus 
initially was the residential community (which will always be a focus); however, the 
balance of 2019 and all of 2020 will have a strong emphasis on the Business Community 
to comply as well. 
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BERKELEY CONNECTS 

Code Enforcement has a direct link to Economic Development in a community. The Board of Trustees has now focused 
on Economic Development as a primary focus of the Village of Berkeley Strategic Plan. 
 
We will grow our St Charles Rd Corridor through proper planning, zoning and redevelopment in order to fit today’s 
business and economic needs of the community. Property management and code enforcement of existing properties 
will serve to further encourage new businesses to locate in Berkeley. Investments over the years by the leadership of 
the Village of Berkeley will and needs to go forward.  
 
We will update our Strategic Plan and then “work the plan.” The needs of the community will be defined by the Board 
of Trustees, professional economic developers, the Village of Berkeley’s Economic Development Commission and the 
Village of Berkeley’s Planning and Zoning Commission. The Economic Development Commission and the Planning 
and Zoning Commission are made up of dedicated residents and business owners or managers within the community 
who are willing to serve the Village of Berkeley in order to accomplish our collective goals. 
 
Thank you all for your service as the Board of Trustees looks forward to working with you in order to implement the 
Strategic Plan of Berkeley. 
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
              

 
Berkeley Family Fun Festival 2019 
Great Day in the Sun 
The 2019 Berkeley Family Fun Fest was a great way to conclude the Village’s Summer Event line-up. 
 

  

  

 
    
  

Sincerely,  

 
Robert E. Lee, Jr. 
Village President 
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Berkeley Police Department 
Code Enforcement/Property Maintenance Division 
One of the initiatives of the reformatted Village of Berkeley Code Enforcement/Property Maintenance Division was to start 
a new “Day of Service” program. This was imagined to be a volunteer program designed to assist residents in need with 
minor property maintenance / curb appeal assistance.  

This year three houses were selected and assisted with painting of their front stair railings and trim as well as completing 
some light clean-up and landscaping. The program turned out to be a huge success and we look forward to expanding it in 
the years to come.  
 

In order for this program to be even more successful, we need additional volunteers for upcoming events. This is an excellent 
way for any organization to complete community service hours or give back to neighbors. If you would like to volunteer for 
upcoming events or submit suggestions for any resident that could benefit from the program, please contact the Village of 
Berkeley’s Code Enforcement / Property Maintenance Division at (708) 234-2616 or via email: aarroyo@berkeley.il.us and 
/ or   gbednar@berkeley.il.us .  

         

      
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
Berkeley Police Department                     

Red Light Cameras 
 
 
The Berkeley Police Department is committed to providing the best Police Services to all Village of Berkeley residents 
and visitors. As part of our continuing effort to live up to this commitment, we are pleased to announce that we have 
partnered with SafeSpeed, LLC to implement a comprehensive red light camera system at the intersection of Wolf 
Road and St. Charles Road in the coming months. The goal of this program is to create a safer environment for everyone 
within the Village.  
 
The intersection of Wolf Road and St. Charles Road has long presented challenges to our law enforcement and public 
safety efforts.  This intersection, unlike others within the Village, sees a high volume of pedestrian traffic due to its 
proximity to Sunnyside Intermediate School, MacArthur Middle School and the St. Charles Road business corridor. It 
also has a high volume of truck and commuter traffic, as it acts as a main thoroughfare between neighboring 
communities and the highway. Lastly, due to the layout of the roadway, sidewalks and adjacent real properties, is nearly 
impossible to enforce/effectively monitor via a patrol unit and by utilizing these cameras it will help us keep this 
intersection, and ultimately the entire Village of Berkeley safer 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.   
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Berkeley Fire Department     
Fall Heating Safety Recommendations 
 

We all enjoy the comfort and convenience of a climate-controlled home; however, this poses some risks when your furnace 
or boiler has not had regular yearly maintenance.  Please contact your heating, ventilation and air conditioning service 
contractor to provide a thorough evaluation of your heating system before the weather begins to cool off.  

Below are four very basic tasks that are easy to accomplish without any expertise to help maintain safe heating practices.  
1. CHANGE YOUR AIR FILTER:  

Change your air filter at least every three months. A dirty air filter will result in performance, efficiency, and overall 
safety issues including furnace failure.  

2. ANNUAL FURNCE CHECK UP: 
Having your furnace checked for Carbon Monoxide leaks, frayed electrical wires and cleaned out will help avoid 
safety hazards.  

3. TEST YOUR CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS:  
If your furnace is not functioning correctly, one of the largest dangers that exist is improper combustion that may 
result in the production of the odorless, colorless, and potentially deadly release of CO. There is no way to detect 
this is happening without a functioning CO detector. There are some physical issues that people may notice such as 
light-headedness, nausea, vomiting, confusion, and fatigue. At times, these signs and symptoms can go unnoticed 
especially in children and the elderly. Please invest in carbon monoxide detectors for your property. It is 
recommended to install one on every level of the property and in multifamily dwellings, each unit would require a 
working CO detector.  

4. KEEP THE AREA AROUND YOUR FURNACE AND HOT WATER HEATER CLEAN:  
A good rule to follow is the (RULE OF 3s). Keep items away three feet in all directions from any fuel or natural gas 
fed device to avoid an unintentional fire. Also, Do Not Store Flammable Liquids nearby, the fumes from the 
flammable liquids tend to lay close to the floor and may ignite when the furnace or hot water heater’s pilot activates.   
If there are, any questions contact the Berkeley Fire Prevention Bureau.   1-708-234-2645  

 

American Legion Post #1016   

Good News Veterans 
Attention all Veterans whom have served since December 7, 1941 you are now eligible to become a member of the 
American Legion. Please become a part of an organization which includes the American Legion, American Legion 
Auxiliary, Sons of the Legion and the Legion Riders that all offer and participate in many great fulfilling programs 
aimed at helping all Veterans as well as the local Community. The Junior Legion are currently working on bag 
decorations for the Fisher House and Hines Hospital. Also, we will be working with the Berkeley Garden Club to 
provide fresh food to the Fisher House. 

 Please contact Ted and Marian in c/o American Legion Berkeley post 1016, PO Box 892 Hillside, Illinois 60162 
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Berkeley Neighborhood Watch 
Berkeley Citizens Police Association (BCPA) 
 
The Berkeley Citizen’s Police Association will be participating in the Berkeley Library’s September events. 
Also, the BCPA will also be present at the October 12th Berkeley Garden Club Harvest Fest.  
Officer Kevin Manetti will once again be conducting Academy classes, keep an eye out for the fall schedule. 
The BCPA welcomes all past Academy Attendees to join the Berkeley Citizen’s Police Association so you take 
participate in these community events while supporting your local Police Department. 
 
For more information on all of the BCPA events and how to become a member email Angi Villafana at 
angi.villafana@yahoo.com.   
 

 

Berkeley Beautify Program 

May - October 
 
The Beautify Berkeley Program continues through October! We are so proud of our neighborhood that we want to 
promote and show appreciation to our residents and businesses that have invested significant efforts into maintaining 
well- manicured lawns and curb appeal. Each month, May through October, Village of Berkeley personnel will be 
making recommendations to the Village Board for those properties that are well maintained. At one Board meeting a 
month, the Board will select the winner and award them with a prize. At the end of the program season, all of the 
winners from the previous months will be entered into a drawing for a grand prize. If you’re up for the challenge, all 
you have to do is keep your properties manicured and wait for us to make contact with you each month. For more 
information on the Beautify Berkeley Program, visit our website, www.berkeley.il.us.  
 
Please join with the Village of Berkeley to congratulate the first three months winners of the Berkeley Beautify 
Program.  
       May 1500 Morris Ave.                 June 1420 Victoria Ave.             July 5826 Kouba Dr. 
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
                
 
 

Scholarship Opportunity 

Congratulations to 2019 Scholarship Winners 
 

The Village of Berkeley would like to congratulate our 2019 Scholarship Winners: 
 

Josiah Deford who will be attending Thomas Edison University 
Jennifer Orozco who will be attending Dominican University 
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Berkeley Community Garden Club  

Another Successful Growing Season 
Berkeley Community Garden Club members and plot gardeners have been enjoying the benefits of their healthy, pesticide-
free, locally grown produce. We have continued our tradition of donating to a number of local food pantries servicing 
Berkeley residences and neighbors in need. We are driven to help build a robust Berkeley community, by working 
cooperatively with local organizations. 
Upcoming Events: October 12th 12:00- 3:00 Harvest Fest!!! FUN  

For more info about membership or upcoming events visit at our Facebook Page- BerkelelyGardenClub email us at 
berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net or call 630.481.6442 

Berkeley Public Library 

Fostering the Spirit of Exploration, Learning, and Reading 
The Library will be closed on September 2nd in observance of Labor Day and November 28th and 29th for 
Thanksgiving. 
Announcements: 
From Tuesday, September 3rd through Saturday, September 7th BPL is offering a week of amnesty. If you come to the library 
in person and speak with our circulation staff, any fees you owe related to Berkeley Library items will be removed from 
your account (late fines, lost/damaged costs, processing fees). We can also renew those old library accounts if they’ve 
expired so you’ll once again have full access to materials and services. Note: we cannot forgive fees related to items owned 
by other libraries. 
Fall Program: 
September Social. September 7, 11:00-3:00. Join us from 11:00-1:00 for our Community Social and celebrate everyone’s 
hard work during Summer Reading with ice cream treats. The Mobile Escape Room will also be here, with a session for 
tweens and teens at 1:00 and a session for adults at 2:00. Registration Required for Mobile Escape Room, limited seats. 
Hispanic Heritage Day. September 14, 11:00-3:00. Celebrate National Hispanic Heritage Month! Bilingual Storytime and 
Crafts from 11:00-12:00, dancing by Ballet Folklorico Sones Mexicanos and snacks from Bayron’s Bakery from 12:00-1:00, 
and our second annual Salsa Saboreo from 1:00-3:00. Registration required to participate in Salsa Saboreo.  
Immunization Day. September 28, 11:00-2:00. Come to BPL on Immunization day to get your flu, shingles, pneumonia, 
and tetanus shots. You will need to bring your insurance card/information with you. This day is being sponsored by Jewel-
Osco Pharmacy.  
5th Annual Friends of the Library Fall Sale. October 5, 11:00-4:00. There will be a book sale, bake sale, and craft vendors! 
This is a great community event that offers something for everyone. Every dollar the Friends raise is put back into the library! 
This year’s goal is to raise $750 for a new projection system! 
Lights Out Everybody: Mystery and Horror during the Golden Age of Radio. October 29, 6:30. Join us as Steve 
Darnall uses sound clips from some of radio's best known mystery and horror programs. 
Community Blood Drive: Sponsored by Heartland Blood Center. November 2, 11:00-4:00. Heartland supplies blood 
to over 70 hospitals in the Chicago area. Give the gift of LIFE. Give BLOOD. 
 
From the Director Desk: 
We blew past our previous participation numbers for the Summer Reading Program this year, so THANK YOU to everyone 
who signed up and read! We are continuing our After School program this year, with a few tweaks. If the kids need a place 
to catch up on homework or have fun from 3:30-5:30 Tuesday-Thursday, be sure to visit the library! 
 
**For more information on other programs for all ages, please stop in the library and pick up our summer newsletter 

or check out our website (www.berkelypl.org) or join us on Facebook at (https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/) 
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Save the Date        

Tree Lighting Ceremony & Holiday Festival 
 
The Village of Berkeley will host its annual Tree Lighting Ceremony &  
Holiday Festival at the Berkeley Village Hall (5819 Electric Avenue). 
Saturday, December 7, 2019 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

     

Adopt– A–Christmas Tree 
Holiday Festival             

 
      
      
       

All community organizations, businesses and families are encouraged to participate in this Village of Berkeley Holiday 
tradition. Applications are being accepted through November 15th for adopt-a-tree, the fee of $40 per tree includes lights 
and initial set-up. Once the trees are available for decoration a Village Representative will email all participants. 
All adopted trees must be decorated no later than Saturday December 7th by 2pm, the decorated trees will then be judged 
by attendees during the Holiday Festival and recognized that evening as part of the Tree Lighting Ceremony. 
 

Brush and Yard Waste Pick-Up 
Brush Pick-Up Ends November 25th / Yard Waste Ends November 29th 

 

  

 

The Village of Berkeley, in partnership with the Berkeley Park District, 
will once again be offering the Adopt-A-Christmas Tree program. 
Registration forms will be available at the Village Hall and the Village 
of Berkeley’s website beginning November 1st for the adoption of a 
limited number of Christmas trees to be lined up along the Prairie Path 
located across from the Village Hall. 
 

 

 

 

 

BRUSH PICK-UP REMINDERS 
• Public Works personnel will make only one pass through 

the Village each scheduled day. 
• Brush piles that are not stacked properly will not be picked 

up as they represent a safety hazard to personnel. 
• Brush placed in cans will be left behind for regular weekly 

garbage pickup. 
• Willow whips, vines, stalks and similar yard vegetation 

must be disposed of with weekly yard waste pickup as it 
causes damage to chipping machinery. 

• Brush containing anything other than branches will not be 
collected. 

• Brush removal is not the same as tree removal. The Village 
will not chip a removed tree. 
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SEPTEMBER 2019 
Sept. 02 Village Hall Closed – Labor Day 
Sept. 03 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
 Brush West of Taft Ave 
Sept. 06 Garbage delayed 
 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
Sept. 09 Brush East of Taft Ave 
Sept. 12 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Sept. 16 Brush West of Taft Ave 
Sept. 17  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Sept. 19  Recycling West of Taft Ave 
Sept. 23  Brush East of Taft Ave 
Sept. 26 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Sept. 30      Brush West of Taft Ave 

      Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.  

OCTOBER 2019   

Oct. 01 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 03 Recycling West of Taft Ave  
Oct. 07   Brush East of Taft Ave  
Oct. 10  Recycling East of Taft Ave   
  
Oct. 14 Brush West of Taft Ave  
Oct. 15 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Oct. 17 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
Oct. 21 Brush East of Taft Ave  
Oct. 24 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Oct. 28 Brush West of Taft Ave 

Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
Oct. 31 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
 Halloween  
  

NOVEMBER 2019  
Nov. 04  Brush East of Taft Ave 
Nov. 05  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
 Election Day 
Nov. 07  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Nov. 11  Village Hall Closed – Veterans Day 
Nov. 12  Brush West of Taft Ave 
Nov. 14  Recycling West of Taft Ave 
Nov. 18  Brush East of Taft Ave 
Nov. 19  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m.      
Nov. 21  Recycling East of Taft Ave      
Nov. 25  Last Brush Pick-Up for Entire Town 
 Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.     
Nov. 28  Village Hall Closed – Thanksgiving Day 
Nov. 29 Village Hall Closed  
 Garbage delayed 
 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
 Last Yard Waste for Entire Town 
 
 

  WATER METERS 
Why isn’t your water meter replaced yet? 
The Village of Berkeley’s Public Works staff has installed over 
1700 meters within the Village with just 150 meters remaining 
to be replaced. Public Works staff has attempted to replace the 
water meters at the remaining residences a minimum of ten 
times over the last year and will keep attempting to make 
contact to complete the meter replacement project. A notice 
detailing appointment requests will continue to be left and will 
also be mailed. If you need to make a Saturday appointment, 
contact the Village’s Main Office to check available dates and 
times. Failure to allow the Village’s Public Works staff access 
to your residence to replace the water meter may result in your 
water being shut off. DO NOT DELAY! Please contact the 
Village at 708-449-8840 to set your appointment today.  
 

 
 

 

 
Village of Berkeley 
5819 Electric Avenue 

Berkeley, Illinois 60163 
708-449-8840 
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