
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Village President’s Desk 
Greetings Berkeley Residents, Business Owners and Civic Partners,  
The State of the Village is generally reported on in the June edition of the Berkeley Connects, 

however the coronavirus pandemic delayed our reporting to the September edition. 
The following recap will attempt to layout to you some of the measures taken to prepare for 

financial recession, Village operations, the initiatives and goals that we as an organization will 
continue to pursue while adjusting to the phenomenon of 2020 and the impact of the worldwide 
pandemic and its effect on the Village of Berkeley. 

The very favorable financial position that our leadership team put the Village of Berkeley in prior 
to the recession certainly gave us reason to have great confidence in our plan going forward. We 
anticipate closing the books on Fiscal Year 2019-2020 with a budget surplus and recently passed a 
balanced FY 20-21 budget prior to the recession. 

The anticipated revenue decline that the Village will experience thru lost sales tax, gaming, 
building permits, income and property tax revenues led us to the belief to prepare for the worst. Major 
purchases will be put on hold, a temporary hiring freeze has been implemented and new Village Hall 
hours of operation have been put in place. An amended budget will be submitted with new projections 
for revenues and expenditures. Rest assured that the Village of Berkeley is committed to providing 
the same excellent services that we are accustomed to while keeping our spending under continued 
review. Accomplishments of our Village for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 are as follows: 
Public Works 
• The water and sewer rate study has been completed and there will be no residential rate 
increases for a period of 10 years 
• A public sidewalk replacement program has been implemented this year as we have many 
sections of sidewalks that are 50 to 75 years old.  The goal is to repair the worst sections each year as 
an ongoing program 
• The water meter replacement program is over 90% complete 
• Parkway trees are trimmed, removed and replanted on an ongoing basis. The new trees planted 
will not grow to the size of some that we have today. Years ago, it may not have been a consideration, 
but overgrown trees can have a very negative affect on streets, sidewalks and sewers through the years 
• Sanitary sewers were replaced with over 5,300 feet of sanitary main and 45 manholes rebuilt 
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From the Village President’s Desk 
Public Safety 
• A reorganization of personnel duties has brought building functions to be overseen by the fire department and code 

enforcement overseen by the police department 
• The red-light camera project for Wolf and St Charles Road has been rejected at this time by the Board of Trustees 
• The Berkeley Police and Fire Departments continue to provide the Berkeley residents the very finest protection in the matter 

of public safety. Assistance is provided to neighboring communities in the time of need, as evident during the spring and 
summer of this year 

• The peaceful protest in Berkeley Park that took place were very well managed by Chief Larem and his team. On June 13th, a 
peaceful demonstration protesting racial injustices was well organized by a Berkeley resident with the guidance of the 
Berkeley and Hillside Police Departments and Village Administration teams 

• The Village of Berkeley and Chief Larem welcomes two part-time police officers as well as a full-time officer to his staff. 
These positions are to fill vacancies in the department. Please join me in welcoming: 

o Police Officer Jose Aviles (part-time) 
o Police Officer William Castellano (full-time) 
o Police Officer Sean Knudtson (part-time) 
o Police Officer Nicholas Simons (full-time) 

I would like to close with a thank you to the Berkeley community for helping each other during this trying time. It is inspiring 
how our Village came together to make and deliverer face coverings, as well as helping deliver groceries and medications. We 
helped residents-in-need with minor property maintenance issues with the Berkeley Day of Service on August 8th. As your Mayor, 
I am still proud to say that Berkeley continues to be the only community in our surrounding area that has no reported deaths due 
to the coronavirus. Let’s continue to do our part to keep our community safe, especially the most vulnerable. 

                                                                                 
Respectfully,      

 
Robert E. Lee, Jr. 
Village President 
Village of Berkeley  

 

Berkeley Park District 
As of June 26 with Phase 4 we were able to open the parks. The playgrounds, fields and sand volleyball court are open for play. 
The gazebo and picnic shelter have remained closed to deter groups from gathering. We are also not taking rentals for the building 
nor the picnic shelter. With the current situation since things change on a regular basis, sadly we are unable to put out our seasonal 
brochure. Any programs or events will be announced on our website Berkeleyparkdistrict.com or on our Facebook page. Currently 
our exercise classes are up and going with limited enrollment. We enforce social distancing during class.  If you are interested in 
joining one of them please call for space availability. If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to call the Berkeley 
Park District at 708-544-1935. 
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Berkeley Retirees 
Mike Dravo and Gary Kaczmarek 

BERKELEY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Deputy Chief Micheal E. Dravo 

    
Deputy Chief Dravo served in the United States Marine Corp and is a Vietnam Veteran! He retired from the Maywood 

Fire Department as a Captain serving from 11-9-1968 to 8-1-1998.  He worked as the Fire Inspector for the Bellwood Fire 
Department for a number of years.  He was an adjunct instructor and retired as Coordinator of the Fire Science Program at 
Triton Community College after 30 years.  He has worked too many side jobs to list.  FINALLY – On 6-4-1990 he joined 
the Berkeley Fire Department and has held many ranks including Acting Chief.  He officially retired as the Deputy Chief on 
6-4-2020 – ANOTHER 30 YEARS. 

Deputy Chief – it is time to finally rest, retire and enjoy life! 
Due to the pandemic, his last day was a private ceremony within the Fire Department.  When we can safely gather again, 

we will bring Deputy Chief Dravo back for a proper send-off.  Announcements of festivities and a proper walk-out will be 
forthcoming!   

                             Berkeley Public Works 
                                     Gary Kaczmarek 
            

 
   

 

The Village of Berkeley would like to congratulate Public Works Laborer 
Gary Kaczmarek on his retirement. Gary joined the team on May 19, 2008, but 
his association with the Village of Berkeley didn’t start there. Gary grew up in 
Berkeley and the care he has shown this Village and its residents over the last 
twelve years demonstrates the pride he has for the community he was raised in. 
When we celebrated his retirement on June 10th, we acknowledged his work 
ethic and leadership over the years. We wish Gary and his wife a happy and 
peaceful retirement. Thank you for your twelve years of service to the Village 
of Berkeley, you will be missed. 
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Berkeley Code Enforcement/Property Maintenance 
Exciting News! 
The Code Enforcement/Property Maintenance Division of the Berkeley Police Department is excited to announce their 
partnership with the Berkeley Garden Club.  The Garden Club’s hard work has produced impressive yields this year 
and through a collaborated effort with the Police Department, donations are being delivered throughout the community 
to those in need. If you or someone you know could use some assistance, please let us know us know! Email Anita 
Lopez alopez@berkeley.il.us or Commander Greg Bednar gbednar@berkeley.il.us or call 708-234-2616.    

Additionally, our second annual Day of Service proved to be a great success and we would like to thank all of the 
residents and staff that came out to assist in proving a little “tender, love and care” throughout town in an effort to help 
our neighbors and improve curb appeal.  The program is continuing to expand and evolve so once again, thank you to 
all who volunteered, donated or assisted in any way with these efforts and we hope to see you again next year! 

The Code Enforcement/Property Maintenance Division can be reached at: 

(708) 234 - 2616 or via email at alopez@berkeley.il.us or gbednar@berkeley.il.us 
 
 

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch                

 Creating Community Awareness 
 
Berkeley Neighborhood watch is a very active community organization. All residence and business owners are 

welcome to join us. You can participate by attending meetings, displaying the Neighborhood Watch decal, and reporting 
suspicious activity to the police.  You can also volunteer to be a Block Captain for your street.  The more we work 
together, the safer our community will become.   

Neighborhood Watch Updates 
 FUTURE MEETINGS at the Village Hall are temporarily suspended due to the pandemic. When we re-

open, look for meetings on the second Wednesday each month beginning at 6:30 p.m.   

 Sergeant Len Norek is warning us about scams relating to COVID-19. This includes false information about 
the stimulus checks, dubious medical treatments, and fake websites requesting donations to non-existent 
charities.    

 For more information on crime prevention and safety tips you can contact us at 
berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com, Facebook, or through Sergeant Len Norek (708)449-8226 

 Our DOOR/WINDOW decals are FREE at the Village Hall and Police Station.  

 You can now help support us by purchasing through AMAZON SMILE!!          

 Please like our Facebook page to stay up to date with latest news, updates and event information.  
 

 “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much."– Helen Keller 
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Berkeley Fire Department     
Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen 
 

Fire Prevention Week 2020 runs from October 4th through the 10th, this year’s theme is, “Serve up Fire Safety in the 
Kitchen”. This topic is important anytime of the year; however, with the current health crisis a greater focus is on home 
meal preparation. Most people have probably prepared more meals at home than in recent times practicing social distancing 
and remaining shelter in place. According to statistics just under 50% of all home fires take place in the kitchen due to the 
misuse of cooking equipment and unattended cooking. Most of these fires are avoidable just by abiding to a few rules and 
exercising common sense. We can successfully avoid home kitchen fires by following these simple rules: 

• Mind the Stove: Never leave the stove while cooking, if you are going to be working on a project in another area of 
the home or outside please use a different, safer cooking appliance. For example, a slow roaster, crock pot type 
cooker, an electric pressure cooker, etc. and any appliance with a timer is a definitely plus.   

• Keep the Counter Top Clear: Keep combustible items safely away from the burners’ items such as paper towels, 
dish towels, oven mitts and wood or plastic utensils. If your stove is near the window please be sure to keep window 
coverings such as blinds and curtains safely distanced of the burners’.  

• Staying Alert: If you are sleepy, not feeling well, or have used alcohol or other substances that may alter your 
judgment DO NOT USE THE STOVE OR OVEN. Your actions will not only affect you but others as well.  

With this year’s focus being on the kitchen we’d like you and your family to remember that fires break out in other parts of 
the home as well; so, keep the rest of the home fire safe as well. If you have questions about fire safety you can contact the 
Fire Prevention Bureau 708-234-2645 or email Assistant Fire Chief Patrick McManus pmcmanus@berkeley.il.us 

American Legion            
Berkeley Post and Unit 1016  
The American Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary are beginning a new year. This year brought new challenges 
especially the virus and because of this the State or National American Legion Convention had to be cancelled resulting in 
all officers remaining in place for the coming year. Our Mission is still helping Veterans, ‘Veterans, Helping Veterans’, 
this remains steadfast in place. American Legion Post and Unit 1016 are always welcoming new members and even though 
we haven’t been able to meet because of the shelter in place and meeting restrictions; however, if you are interested in 
becoming a member and join with us in helping the Veterans you can get in touch with us at our PO Box 892, Hillside, Il, 
60162. 
Some of the community events the American legion participate in are the coordination of the Village of Berkeley’s Memorial 
Day activities which include the parade and the wreath laying ceremony at the Veterans Memorial Stone located in Berkeley 
Park, the Village of Hillside’s Veteran’s Day Parade, Berkeley’s Little League Parade, participate in the annual Berkeley 
Family Fun Fest, we support many activities in conjunction with Berkeley’s Public Library and Berkeley’s Garden Club. 
Berkeley Post 1016 contribute medals and awards to the area schools, we send clothing and money to Hines Hospital and 
Fisher House to benefit the Veterans housed there, Post 1016 distribute poppies before Memorial Day with all proceeds 
going to benefit our brave Veterans. The Berkeley American Legion is committed to being a community minded 
organization. Hopefully we will be able to distribute poppies sometime this fall.  Hope to see you! 
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Berkeley Community Garden Club  

2020 Growing Season Recap 
As the 2020 growing season comes to a close in these strange and uncertain times, Berkeley Community Garden Club hopes that 
you and your loved ones are well.  We hope you are doing your part to keep our community healthy, lending a hand when you 
can, socially distancing, and wearing a face covering when you are out and about.  Our club’s mission involves serving, and 
supporting Berkeley and our neighboring communities through gardening and growing together, this is still our focus.  Although 
our activities looked a little different this season, no big celebration like Harvest Fest, club BBQ’s, or large face-to-face meetings, 
we still managed to grow and donate hundreds of pounds of fresh, pesticide-free, produce to food pantries and neighbors in 
need.  Club members worked together with other community organizations and individuals, to beautify and support Berkeley 
through a number of smaller projects.  Hopefully the 2021 growing season brings more stability, greater mobility, and 
togetherness, we invite you to join us in service and celebration. For more info about membership, plot rental or volunteering visit 
at our Facebook Page- BerkelelyGardenClub, or email us at berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net or call us at 
630.481.6442  
“Promoting education and awareness of the environment for the health and well-being of the community.” 
 

Berkeley Public Library 

Fostering the Spirit of Exploration, Learning, and Reading 
Library Closings: 
The Library will be closed on Sept. 7th in observance of Labor Day and Nov. 26th and 27th for Thanksgiving.  
Message from the Director:  
Back to school with the BPL? As I sit down to write this in late June, it's impossible to say what exactly this fall will hold for 
students and parents in the community. As we've all witnessed over the past several months, best laid plans can be suddenly 
interrupted by situations outside of our control. As of writing, we are open and ready to help as best we can. I think the biggest 
takeaway from the pandemic is that we are all in this together. As you make plans for your child's education this fall, please 
remember that we're here when you need us. We really are all in this together, and your Library is more than happy to support 
the children and parents in the community we love. If you need supplemental materials for assisting your child with homework, 
internet access to facilitate remote learning and discovery, or just a place to work on projects with your child, please feel free to 
reach out.  
Fall Programs: 
After School at BPL.  Swing by once the school year starts to get more information!  
Scary Teen Movie Night. Oct. 30th, 4:00-6:00pm. Join the BPL in watching a scary movie and eating some candy just in time 
for Halloween! We will be watching A Quiet Place (Rated PG-13). Ages 13-18. Registration Requested, limited seating. 
Kid’s Take Home Sugar Skulls Craft. Oct. 26th-31st. This year, BPL’s sugar skulls will be a take home craft! Swing by from 
Oct. 26th- 31st during library hours to pick up a sugar skull and directions for making the icing. Supplies are limited, first come 
first serve. This craft is intended for ages 18 and under.  
Kid’s Take Home Thanksgiving Craft. Nov. 18th-25th. The library will be offering Thanksgiving themed craft kits for kids the 
week before Thanksgiving. Just swing by the Circulation desk Nov. 18th-25th and ask for a kit. Supplies are limited, first come 
first serve. This craft is intended for ages 13 and under. 
Recurring Programs: 
Adult Book Club. Starting back up Sept., every second Wed., Sept. 9, Oct.14, Nov. 11, 7:00-8:00pm. 
Create Club. Sept. 18, Oct. 16, Nov. 20, 4:00-5:00pm.  
**We are offering some programming online for youth, teens/tweens, and adults! Please check out our website 
(www.berkelypl.org) or join us on Facebook at (https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/). 
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Public Works 
2020 Project Updates 
In spite of the challenges presented by Covid-19 and the staffing adjustments made within the department of Public Works to 
maintain safe working conditions, the Village is proud to report that many projects were brought to successful completion during 
these difficult times. The Public Works Department partnered with Baxter & Woodman Consulting Engineers and Hoerr 
Construction, Inc. to successfully line 5,300 feet of sanitary sewer main and seal/rehabilitate 45 manholes within the project area 
to prevent rainwater from infiltrating the sanitary sewer system. As part of the Village’s continuing effort to keep the systems 
separated to prevent flooding possibilities, the entirety of our system now is approximately 80% lined. 
Soon after the completion of the Sanitary Project, staff partnered with Civiltech Engineering and Chicagoland Paving to address 
three major alleyways in need of reconstruction and repaving. These areas had crumbling infrastructure and were in dire need of 
improvement to correct drainage and traveling conditions. From the paving project, the full Public Works department partnered 
with Fer-Pal Industries to complete all necessary excavations on Elm Avenue to initiate a water main lining project to address 
1400 feet of water main. The end result is a fully restored water main that should last the residents of Elm Avenue another 100 
years. 
While working on these projects, trusted contractors like Ubees Concrete and Raise-Rite Concrete Lifting were engaged to repair 
or replace 60 sidewalk squares within recently inspected areas of the Village. Annually, staff inspects each section of the Village, 
divided into quadrants, to assess trip hazards for replacement and repair. In our second year of this inspection process, 160 squares 
have been identified and repaired and others have already been identified for future repair and replacement as funds become 
available. 
While these successes all represent major improvements, we do acknowledge the need to catch up on tree trimming as well. We 
receive calls daily requesting tree trimming in front of homes and are trying to get to all requests as quickly and safely as possible. 
We are aware of trees that need to be removed and have a list of removals for our staff as well as contractors to take care of. As 
these major projects wind down, expect to see staff out providing much needed attention to our tree population in public parkways. 
Both busy and unpredictable, this has been a challenging year but our successes far outweigh our failures. We stand ready to 
continue to provide the best service a small department of our size can manage and we appreciate your continued support and 
understanding. Making Berkeley the best place to live is a team effort and we are proud to serve its residents.        
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SEPT. 2020  
Sept 01       Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m.  
Sept 03  Recycling West of Taft Ave 
Sept 07 Village Hall Closed – Labor Day 
Sept 08       Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Sept 11 Garbage Delayed 
 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Sept 14       Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
Sept 15       Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Sept 17 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
Sept 21       Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Sept 24       Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Sept 28       Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
       Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
     

OCT. 2020 
Oct 01  Recycling West of Taft Ave         
Oct 05 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Oct 06   Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Oct 08  Recycling East of Taft Ave  
Oct 12 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
Oct 15         Recycling West of Taft Ave 
Oct 19 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Oct 20 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Oct 22 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Oct 26         Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
          Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
Oct 29 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
  

NOV. 2020  
Nov 02        Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Nov 03  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Nov 05  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Nov 09  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
Nov 11  Village Hall Closed 
 Veteran’s Day    
Nov 12  Recycling West of Taft Ave 
Nov 16        Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Nov 17 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Nov 19        Recycling East of Taft Ave 
Nov 23  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
Nov 26 Village Hall Closed 
 Thanksgiving Day 
Nov 27 Village Hall Closed 
 Garbage Delayed 
Nov 30       Last Brush Pickup – Whole Town 
                   Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.  
 

                    

 
 

Village Scholarship Program 

2020 Scholarship Award Winners 
The Village of Berkeley would like to congratulate the two 
2020 scholarship award winners: 
Kaycee Barcenas who will be attending Saint Xavier University. 
Sarah Zimmerman who will be attending the University of 
Illinois Champaign-Urbana. 
 

COVID-19 
Coronavirus Safety Tips & Precautions 
 
STAY HOME                         
SAVE LIVES 

 
Help stop coronavirus 

STAY home as much as you can 
KEEP a safe distance 
WASH hands often 
COVER your cough  
SICK? Call ahead 
The best way to prevent illness is to avoid being exposed to this 
virus. Learn how COVID-19 spreads and practice these actions 
to help prevent the spread of this illness. 
To help prevent the spread of COVID-19, everyone should: 

• Clean your hands often, either with soap and water for 
20 seconds or a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
alcohol. 

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
• Stay at home as much as possible. 
• Put distance between yourself and other people (at least 

6 feet). 
• Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover 

when around others. 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the 

tissue in the trash. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and 

surfaces daily. 
 

                                  Village of Berkeley 
                                       5819 Electric Avenue 
                                 Berkeley, Illinois 60163 
                                        708-449-8840 
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