
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Village President’s Desk 
Generational Change is Underway in Berkeley 

Greetings Berkeley residents and business owners. Welcome to 2021 and the winter 
edition of “Berkeley Connects.” This quarterly newsletter is designed to keep you informed, 
up to date and “connected” with all that is Berkeley. Each issue we try to discuss and update 
you on short and long-term planning regarding the growth, opportunities and challenges 
within our community.  

My sincere hope is that this correspondence finds you doing well as we continue to 
manage the impact of a world-wide pandemic on our local community. Covid-19 has affected 
all of us in so many ways, whether it be physical, mental or economic, and for some, all of 
the above. During this time, we have learned to adjust our family life and business practices. 
There are new protocols in the workplace, different ways of shopping, paying our bills, while 
even the simplest of daily tasks that make up our day have required a plan. While none of us 
have NOT been impacted by this virus, there are reasons for an optimistic path going forward. 
Vaccines have been developed and we as a society continue to learn to live with this very real 
health crisis for however long it takes. 

 Sincere appreciation goes out to all of our residents for your patience, respect of 
community, and your continued support of Berkeley business while looking out for each 
other. Special appreciation and thanks must also go out to the Village of Berkeley (VOB) 
Board of Trustees, our management team, staff and employees. Their primary focus has truly 
been a collective effort to continue to provide the very best quality of service to all residents, 
visitors and businesses alike, while maintaining fiscal responsibility to the taxpayer and above 
all the public safety and welfare that we expect. In order to achieve these goals, it takes a full 
team effort and I can assure you that the Village of Berkeley team has met and certainly 
exceeded expectations during the most challenging circumstances.  

I hope that you had a chance to visit the “Electric Lights Festival” this past Christmas and 
holiday season. Presented in partnership by the Berkeley Public Works Department and the 
Berkeley Park District, this was an opportunity to share with you the beauty and tranquility of  
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Berkeley Park and the Illinois Prairie Path that passes through the center of our community.  
We have received very positive feedback from those who had the opportunity to visit. The goal of the Village of Berkeley is 

to expand this festival each year as finances, corporate sponsorship interest and the partnership with the VOB and the Berkeley 
Park District continues to evolve.  

The Berkeley Park District recently adopted a 5-year strategic plan for the growth of Berkeley Park which shows solid 
commitment to their future vision for the center of our Berkeley community, which is and will be Berkeley Park. The Village is 
committed to assisting the Park District in any way that we can in order to achieve their goal and the vision of Berkeley Park. Can 
you envision a Park District/community center along the Illinois Prairie Path that features volleyball courts, outdoor playground 
and exercise equipment, a new ball field, concert venue, pickleball, ice skating and sledding in the winter? Lighting along the 
entire path for public safety, new and modern facilities to replace the existing structures that take us back to the 1970’s?  

What would you like to see at your Berkeley Park? Please complete a survey for the Berkeley Park and Taft Avenue Corridor 
Plan on the Village website (www.berkeley.il.us). We are working on a study of this area in conjunction with the Berkeley Park 
District and Village of Hillside that will be completed this summer. We welcome your thoughts for this area as we plan for now 
and future generations. 

Berkeley School District 87, which includes Sunnyside Elementary and MacArthur Middle Schools, will begin construction 
this spring on the location of what has historically been the home of the Berkeley Youth Baseball Association (BYBA) for the 
past 60 plus years. These state-of-the-art schools will be a wonderful transformation and opportunity for all Berkeley families. 
District 87 has been very transparent throughout the planning process, engaged all District 87 communities (Berkeley, Bellwood, 
Hillside, Northlake, Melrose Park and Stone Park) for public input and should be commended for their efforts to offer the area 
families the very best in educational opportunities for our children. The Village of Berkeley is in full support of this “Generational 
Change” to our community, to replace the existing structures that are 50 to 80 years old, been remodeled numerous times over the 
years, have six different levels for students and teachers to navigate with no elevators. These buildings are antiquated and beyond 
their useful life. Upon the completion of construction and the opening of these new schools, the existing structures will be torn 
down and converted to green space. Please refer to the District 87 website and mailings to all residents for further information 
regarding this exciting project.   

Little League baseball in Berkeley has been offered to area youth (boys and girls) since 1956. BYBA is the longest running 
program in the history of the Berkeley community. Thousands of local youngsters and families have participated in the 65-year 
history of this wonderful volunteer, community program. Each year on the last Sunday in April or the first Sunday in May, players, 
coaches, families, and the Berkeley Police and Fire Departments meet at the Village Hall to form the “Opening Day Parade” that 
marches to the ballfields at St Charles and Wolf Roads for another season of teamwork and competition that they will remember 
forever. This May 2, 2021, will be the final opening day for BYBA as we know it. The District 87 school construction project 
along with the chance for a better community baseball program, has created the following opportunities for the Berkeley / Hillside 
communities. The Village of Hillside ballfields located at the Hillside Commons properties (Hillside Ave. and Washington Blvd.) 
will be the home of BYBA home games this upcoming season. The Villages of Berkeley and Hillside are planning on merging 
our baseball programs in order to offer a better opportunity for the area youth and families to participate for years to come. Thank 
you to Hillside Mayor Joseph Tamburino and Hillside Baseball for welcoming the Village of Berkeley and BYBA to this new and 
exciting opportunity for all. 

The May 2nd opening day will feature a special presentation and acknowledgement to Berkeley School District 87 for the 60 
plus year partnership that we all have enjoyed and benefitted from over all of these years. Truly, this is a “Generational Change” 
for the Berkeley community, one that I hope you may be able to attend and help celebrate as we continue to grow by working 
together to build the future of the Village of Berkeley together. Let’s hope for good weather on Sunday May 2nd and I will  

http://www.berkeley.il.us/
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see you at the ballfields! At the end of the day, change can be whatever we plan on, but change is often opportunity. These 
“Generational Changes” discussed in this edition offer a glimpse of our future as the Village of Berkeley prepares for the 
next 100 years as we will mark our Centennial Year of incorporation on May 20, 2024. Please join us all as we celebrate the 
past and plan for the future.  
 

     Sincerely,            

 
Robert E. Lee, Jr. 
Village President, 
Village of Berkeley 
 
 

              

Berkeley Code Enforcement/Property Maintenance 
Together we can keep Berkeley Beautiful! 
 

The goal of the Property Maintenance / Code Enforcement Division is to beautify the Village and enhance the quality 
of life for Berkeley’s residents through the enforcement of locally adopted codes and ordinances. With spring right around 
the corner, we’d like to remind everyone of the following: 

 

• Please remove holiday lighting by March 25th 
• Trash, yard waste and recycling containers should be placed on the parkway- not the street.  
• We ask that trash, recycling and yard waste containers not be put out prior to 6:00 p.m. the night before collection.  
• Beginning in April, yard waste will be collected weekly. Yard waste consists of grass clippings, twigs, leaves and plant 

material. Yard waste should be set out in 30-gallon paper bags designed for the collection of yard waste or suitable 
conventional containers marked “YW”. Please do not use plastic bags. 

• Please keep yards well-kept with grass and weeds under six inches in height. 
• The parking of unlicensed and/or inoperable vehicles is prohibited and all vehicle must be parked on a paved (or 

improved) surface. 
• Homes, garages and other structures should be free of peeling paint. 
• Sump-pump and downspouts must discharge within 5 ft. from the property lines and not cause a nuisance to the public 

right-of-way or neighboring property. 
• Fences should be well maintained and intact.  
• Driveways should be free from any cracks, holes and be sealed.  
• Remember to have your address displayed on your property.  
• If you have a pool/hot tub or spa in your yard, you are required to have a self-closing and self-latching gate or other 

barrier for safety reasons.  
• Lastly, don’t forget to contact the Village Hall for permits when conducting work on your house or property.  

 

You may find a warning notice left on your front door or receive a notice in the mail regarding property maintenance 
issues.  These warnings/notices are not citations or fines but rather simple reminders.  Citations are typically reserved for 
on-going issues.  Should you have any questions or concerns don’t hesitate to call the Village Hall and ask for Code 
Enforcement Officer Anita or reach out to her directly at alopez@berkeley.il.us.  

 

mailto:alopez@berkeley.il.us
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Berkeley Fire Department     
Not So Common Causes for Fires  
This spring the Berkeley Fire Department would like to focus on the not so common causes for fires. If there are any question 
please feel to contact the Fire Prevention Bureau at 708-234-2645.  

1. Product Recall: You can go to the Consumer Product Safety Commission (www.cpsc.gov/en/Recalls/) to inquire about 
items in your home.  

 

2. Loose Outlets: An electrical outlet will start to wear out with repeated use, which can generate heat and perhaps produce 
a fire.  

 

3. Excess Sawdust:  is very susceptible to a flash fire that may cause a larger fire. 
 

4. Powdered Foods: Coffee Creamer, Flour, Powdered Sugar, when using them keep away from an open flame they can 
act like sawdust it will cause a flash fire.  

 

5. Nail Polish Remover: It has an acetone base making it a flammable liquid.  
 

6. Cleaning Products/Pools Chemicals: Improper storage or mixing of certain cleaning supplies can cause harmful vapors 
that may produce enough heat to promote combustion.  

 

7. Batteries: Especially 9-volt Batteries, it is recommended to store batteries in an organized manor. This will prevent them 
from coming in contact with metal items possibly being the cause for ignition of a fire (So not loose in the “junk 
drawer”). 

 

8. Vintage appliances: This is in reverence to the actual use of old appliances found at garage sales, attics, and grandparents 
basements. Be extremely careful, these items were not produced with safeties that are in place today. 

9. Fire Places: Keep all combustible items away the fire box. Use a minimum of three feet in all directions. Most 
importantly use fire screens and glass doors to prevent embers from escaping.  

 

10. Exterior Lights:  Birds like to build nests on top of light fixtures, the twigs and dried leaves used may cause a fire.  
 

11. Glass and crystal decorations: Similar to using a magnifying glass, if the sunlight is coming through the window and 
hitting an object just right; a beam of light may produce with intensity enough to ignite fires.  

 

12. Leaking dishwashers: These are overlooked often, appliances start to become worn and begin to fail as they age or 
frequent use, the leaking water may cause a short which could cause a fire. Have all your appliances serviced on a regular 
basis. Please clean behind stoves and refrigerators frequently, the buildup of debris, dust and grime behind appliances 
may be the cause of a kindling for a fire.  

 

13. Oil based paints and wood finishes: When using these products be sure not make a pile of the rags, let the rags air dry, 
Do Not place these rags in the dryer.  

 

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch         
 Creating Community Awareness 

Sergeant Len Norek is warning the community about the new Illinois Department of Employment Security (IDES) unemployment 
insurance scams that you need to be aware of. 

 Residents have reported receiving IDES unemployment debit cards and IDES UI finding letters in the mail that they never applied 
for.  
What to do if You are a Victim of Unemployment Fraud: 
• Do not activate the debit card that was mailed to you. 
• Report the fraud to IDES online at www2.illinois.gov/ides or by calling (800) 814-0513 right away. 
• Report the fraud to the Federal Trade Commission at identitytheft.gov 
• Request your free credit reports via www.annualcreditreport.com and review them for fraudulent activities and create alerts. 

 FUTURE MEETINGS at the Village Hall will be held on March 10 and April 14th, 2021 and then the second Wednesday of 
every month starting at 6:30 p.m. (subject to Covid-19 restrictions)  

 Our DOOR/WINDOW decals are FREE at the Village Hall and Police Station.   
 Need a new mask? We have a limited number available by contacting us via email or Facebook.  

You can now help by supporting us by making a purchase through AMAZON SMILE!! Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchase to us. 
Doesn’t sound like much, but it adds up after a while!!  Thank you for your support in advance. 

Contact us at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com, Facebook, or through Sergeant Len Norek (708) 449-8226      

 

 

http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Recalls/
https://www2.illinois.gov/ides/Pages/reporting_Unemployment_Insurance_Fraud.aspx
http://www.identitytheft.gov/
http://www.annualcreditreport.com/
mailto:berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com
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Berkeley Little League Baseball  
2021 Baseball Season  
 
 
               
    

 
 
 
 

Fresh Produce Distribution 
Queen of All Nations Parish at St. Domitilla 

Queen of All Nations along with the Greater Chicago Food Depository is organizing a produce distribution. Food will be given 
away on a FIRST COME / FIRST SERVE basis until supplies last, distribution will take place “rain or shine”.  

 

When: First Saturday of every month thru September 2021 
 

Where: 4940 Washington St., Hillside, ILL. 60162, St. Domitilla Parking Lot 
 

Who: Open to anyone who needs the support! 
 

For more information contact Greater Chicago Food Depository at 773.247.FOOD (3663) or chicagosfoodbank.org 

 
American Legion Post #1016   

Happy New Year! 
 

The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary Post 1016 has faced many new challenges regarding the COVID-19 virus. 
The virus has shut down our ability to hold normal meetings at the present time. The day to day business of the Post has 
continued by phone calls.  
 

Here are some of the projected upcoming events:   
March 12th Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall Discussions will be held regarding Memorial Day and Poppy 
Day.  Also start electing new officers.   
April 9th Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall April 18th First Division Winter Ball   5:00 – 11:00pm at Elmcrest 
Banquets in Elmwood Park.  $75.00 per person.  
May 14th Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall, May 31st   Memorial Day Event 

 

The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary is committed to being a community minded organization. If you are interested 
in becoming a member please contact John Asaro at (708) 493-2303. Thank you for your support.   

Berkeley Little League invites all players ages 4-7 and 13-16 to 
register for the Berkeley Little League Baseball 2021. The Berkeley 
Little League Baseball 2021 Season kicks off with Opening Day on 
Sunday May 2nd. Online registration begins February 1st - 
February 28th.  You can register online www.berkeleylittleleague.com 
or email us at berkeleybaseball2016@gmail.com. 

 

 

  

http://www.berkeleylittleleague.com/
mailto:berkeleybaseball2016@gmail.com
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Berkeley Community Garden Club  

Come Grow With Us! 
 
Are you looking for something safe and fun to do? Are you wanting to make healthier choices for yourself and your family? 
Berkeley Community Garden Club would love for you to join us in our mission of making Berkeley an even more wonderful 
place to call home.  Come out and enjoy the benefits of healthy, pesticide-free, locally grown produce.  Socialize with your 
neighbors outside and at and appropriate distance. Let's come together, make friends, build community, help our neighbors, and 
beautify our environment. Join us in our mission! Join Berkeley Community Garden Club! For more info about membership, plot 
rental or upcoming events visit at our Facebook Page- BerkelelyGardenClub, or email us at berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net or call 
630.481.6442  
 

Berkeley Public Library 

Fostering the Spirit of Exploration, Learning, and Reading 
 

Library Closings: 
The Library will be closed May 31st in observance of Memorial Day. 

 

Message from the Director:  
As mentioned in the winter quarterly newsletter, the Library Board of Trustees and administration are currently working with an 
architecture firm to assess the current library facility as well as develop plans to make incremental changes in the future to best 
serve our community for decades to come. A vital part of the planning process is to hear from you! We are preparing design 
concepts and feedback surveys to share with you. 
 

As the current public health situation isn’t very conducive to hosting an open house or Q&A session, we are looking towards late 
spring or early summer. Please keep an eye on this space and on our social media accounts- once we can safely schedule events 
to share the plans being developed, we will be inviting all of you to participate. 

 

Spring Programs: 
After School at BPL. BPL’s After School programs will be a little different this year! Sign your student up for a 90 minute time 
slot to work in our meeting room with extra space and Wi-Fi or socialize and play on the Switch with some other kids! Time slots 
available each week will be 2:30-4:00 every Tuesday and 1:00-2:30 and 2:30-4:00 Wednesday, and Thursday. Limit sign up for 
one time slot per week. Masks will be required and limited to six students per time slot in order to socially distance.   
Juggling! With Jason Kollum. March 20, 1:00-2:00. Join us as we welcome Jason Kollum to BPL! Jason will be hosting a 
completely interactive juggling program that is high-energy and filled with lots of laughs. This show is for all ages. Sign up today 
to reserve your seats! 
Friends Spring Book Sale. April 1st–3rd, 10:00-3:00. The Friends of the Library group will be holding a spring book sale this 
April. To provide a safe browsing/buying experience, those interested should call or stop in the library to reserve a 20-minute time 
slot. There will be a raffle (big spring basket of goodies) associated with the book sale – tickets will be $1.00/each or 6/$5.00. 
Raffle tickets may be purchased at the library, starting March 15th. The prize will be drawn on Saturday, April 3rd, with the 
winner being notified by phone following the drawing at 3:00PM. Hope to see you there! 
Music That Moved the World. May 4th, 7:00-8:00. Using visual and audio content, Gary will trace the music (110 hits) that 
moved us then and continues to move us now. Registration is required as seating will be limited due to social distancing.  
Happy Little Trees. May 6th, 6:00-7:30. Looking for something fun to do for Mother’s Day? Join us for a mother and child/ren 
Bob Ross paint and watch program! Paint with us Thursday night and pick up your dry paintings the Saturday before Mother’s 
Day. Registration is required. Limited to children ages 10 and up. Limited to one parent and 3 children. Limited seating, so sign 
up today!  
After Hours. May 21st, 4:00-8:30. The teens take over the library! Join us for Nintendo gaming, a movie, and food. Social 
distancing will be enforced, registration required, ages 13-18. Limited space, so sign up today! 
 

**We are offering some programming online for youth, teens/tweens, and adults! Please check out our website 
(www.berkeleypl.org) or join us on Facebook at (https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/). 

 

 

mailto:berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net
http://www.berkeleypl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/


 

BERKELEY CONNECTS 

Brush Pick-Up Program 
Beautify Berkeley the Right Way 
 

The Village of Berkeley takes great pride in the beautification and maintenance of its community and supports the efforts 
of its residents through its annual brush pickup program. Beginning Monday, April 5th with both sides of the Village, the 
Berkeley Public Works Department will collect brush from residential parkways (see calendar for dates). Pickup dates 
conveniently correspond with the recycling date of each side of the Village. For the purposes of this curbside collection 
program, “brush” collectively refers to tree limbs, branches, pruning, and small shrubs/bushes.  

  
All brush to be collected must be set out in the residential parkway no later than 7:00 a.m. the day of collection, but no 

earlier than the Saturday or Sunday before the collection day.  Plan your trimming around your scheduled pickup to prevent 
potential code violations. Use this guide to get the most of our program: 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Please place branches with thorns in a separate pile. 

• Place brush on the parkway in front of your home only. Branches placed in alleys are neither easily seen nor 
accessible.  

• Do not place brush in cans. Brush placed in cans will be left behind for regular weekly garbage pickup. 
• Willow whips, vines, stalks and similar yard vegetation must be disposed of with weekly yard waste pickup 

as it causes damage to chipping machinery. 
• Remove all roots and dirt. Roots can be disposed of during regular yard waste pickup.  
• Brush containing anything other than branches will not be collected and staff will not sort it. These piles will 

be skipped until garbage has been removed. 
• The brush program is for home owners performing work themselves. Brush generated by tree services, 

landscape contractors or other services paid for by the homeowner are not eligible for this program.  
 

Brush removal is not the same as tree removal. The Village will not chip a removed tree. This exceeds the intent of the 
program and is the responsibility of the homeowner to dispose of properly and includes logs larger than 6” in diameter. 
 
 
 
     

 

• Public Works will make only one pass through the 
Village each scheduled day. If a resident should miss 
that pass, do not bring brush out until the next 
scheduled pick-up day. 

• For the safety of Berkeley residents, the Public Works 
Department requests that residents do not approach 
workers who are operating chipping machinery such as 
the wood chipper and/or chain saws, as they are used 
with protective equipment with good reason. 

• Branches must measure between 3 feet and 8 feet in 
length and be placed in the parkway with cut ends 
toward the street. Brush piles that are badly tangled will 
not be picked up as they represent a safety hazard to 

 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://chesterborough.org/event/fall-brush-collection-2019/&psig=AOvVaw2nBCT672LlmjKab25cmY0y&ust=1588339996675000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCxkr2hkOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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MARCH 2021                              Prairie Path & Taft Ave. Corridor Plan 
March 02    Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
March 04 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
March 11 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
March 16    Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
March 18 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
March 23 Planning Commission/ZBA – 6:30pm 
March 25  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
March 29    Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.  
     

APRIL 2021 
April 01 1st Yard Waste Pickup 
 Recycling West of Taft Ave  
April 02  Village Hall Closed – Good Friday 
April 05 1st Brush Pickup – Entire Town 
April 06  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
April 08 Recycling East of Taft Ave  
April 12 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
April 15     Recycling West of Taft Ave 
April 19 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
April 20 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
April 22 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
April 26 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
          Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
April 27      Planning Commission/ZBA – 6:30pm 
April 29 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
  

MAY 2021  
May 03       Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
May 04  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
May 06  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
May 10  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
May 13  Recycling West of Taft Ave  
  
May 17  Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
May 18       Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
May 20       Recycling East of Taft Ave 
May 24  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
May 25       Planning Commission/ZBA – 6:30pm 
May 27        Recycling West of Taft Ave 
May 31       Village Hall Closed – Memorial Day 
 
 

 
       Village of Berkeley 
      5819 Electric Avenue 
     Berkeley, Illinois 60163 
            708-449-8840 

 
 

Are you a user of the Illinois Prairie Path?  
 

Do you enjoy Berkeley Park?  
 

The Village wants to hear from you! 
 

The Village of Berkeley, Village of Hillside,  
and the Berkeley Park District, in partnership  
with the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for  
Planning (CMAP), are working to develop a  
shared vision for the Prairie Path and Taft  
Avenue corridor to increase pedestrian and  
bicycle traffic along the path, attract businesses to the area, and 
enhance parks and open space for residents and path users. Corridor 
plans develop goals for improvements along a specific street, and 
propose projects to address these goals. 
 
The Village is seeking feedback from residents and users of the 
Prairie Path and surrounding areas. CMAP has setup a website with 
information about the project study area, project timeline, and 
helpful informational videos. CMAP has setup multiple channels for 
those that want to provide feedback about the plan including sharing 
ideas, taking a survey, and mapping ideas in the plan area. The 
Prairie Path and Taft Avenue Corridor Plan website can be found 
here: www.cmap.is/prairie-path-survey. 
 Coronavirus Safety Tips and Precautions  

STAY home as much as you can - KEEP a safe distance 
WASH hands often - COVER your cough 

SICK? Call ahead 

The best way to prevent illness is to avoid being exposed to this 
virus. Learn how COVID-19 spreads and practice these actions to 
help prevent the spread of this illness. 
To help prevent the spread of COVID-19, everyone should: 
• Clean your hands often, either with soap and water for 20 

seconds or a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
• Stay at home as much as possible. 
• Put distance between yourself and other people (at least 6 feet). 
• Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face cover when around 

others. 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue 

in the trash. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces 

daily. 

Monitor Berkeley Coronavirus data by going to the Village of 
Berkeley website and click “Coronavirus Dashboard”                                    

 

 

http://www.cmap.is/prairie-path-survey
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