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From the Village President’s Desk Robert E. Lee Jr.

. . . i ident
Greeting Berkeley residents and business owners, VilEB Preslecn

You may have noticed that this edition of “Connects” is a bit later in arriving Belia Nowak
at your home. The reason is a simple one: my article was not written until Village Clerk
Sunday, JL_me 15’9. I would like to fthan.k.you for your patience and | will strive to Sherry Graf-Stone
be more timely in the future. This edition was ready to print for at least 10 days, village Trustee
so the delay was all on me.
Jason Mathews

The following report will update you on much that is happening around town. Village Trustee

Teresa McKelvy

Construction season is in full swing and activity in Berkeley is no exception. Village Trustee

The east side public sidewalk and road resurfacing project is more than 50%
complete and has transformed our streets and sidewalks east of Wolf Road. Jerry Perez
Thank you to our residents, businesses, contractors, engineers, and Berkeley Village Trustee
Public Works Department for your patience, professionalism, and courtesy
extended to all during this terrific project. Plans are for substantial completion
sometime in July, so let’s continue to work together to achieve the best

possible results. Roger Thomas
Village Trustee

Diane Salemi
Village Trustee

Construction projects can be stressful, but the results will be so beneficial for
years to come. Speaking of stress, the 1-294 Tollway rebuild continues to
significantly impact Berkeley, affecting it with noise, dust, construction traffic,

Department Heads

Rudy Espiritu

and more. Realis.tic completion_will be 2027. Thank you for your patience and Village Administrator
concerns regarding sound barriers and work schedules, as | assure you that we

hear you and share your concerns. | recently met with tollway officials to request Justyn Miller

that they address our concerns regarding sound barriers, such as walls or berms, Asst. Village Administrator

as well as an updated open house schedule for the benefit of our residents.
| have been assured that we will hold this open house after plans are presented
to the Village for berm and noise wall solutions and recommendations. We will

keep you updated on tollway progress as we receive further information. Joseph Wagner
Public Works Director

Timothy J. Larem
Public Safety Director

Congratulations to all recently elected officials for the Library, Park District, o] e
g . . : oard Meetings
School District, and Village Board of Trustees. The commitment required by Tha et el dhiel Thesdays

elected officials is a great responsibility. Berkeley is so fortunate to have such )
Continued Page 2 vﬁltaggoBzg/lr ’



From the Village President’s Desk - Continued

dedicated residents willing to serve their community. The collaboration of
local governmental entities is essential in a community, especially in a
small one like Berkeley. Working together, we can achieve so much to
improve the quality of life for Berkeley families.

As summer approaches, | would like to remind you of the scheduled
family activities in town starting with our annual “Music in the Park”
concert series, held in Berkeley Park at the Gazebo on Thursday
evenings at 7 pm beginning July 10th. Bring your lawn chair, pack up
the kids, and enjoy a lovely evening in beautiful Berkeley Park.
Thank you Trustee Jerry Perez for your dedication to booking the
bands and sponsors each year. The entire community greatly
appreciates your efforts.

As always, the 2nd Sunday in August, August 10th, marks the annual
Berkeley Family Fun Fest from 12 pm to 5 pm in Berkeley Park. The
picnic has something for everybody - music, food, rides, games for
kids, and Bingo. The best part of the day is the opportunity to visit with
friends and neighbors from all over town. | look forward to seeing and
meeting you at the Berkeley social events this summer.

I would like to close with a final thank you to all who participated and "

volunteered for the Village of Berkeley Centennial celebration, commemorating our 100 years as a community.
Many wonderful and memorable celebrations were planned and hosted throughout 2024 by current and former
residents, sponsored by business owners, and guided by the entire Berkeley staff. The 3-year project involved
numerous meetings, financial planning, scheduling, collaboration with many organizations, community outreach,
research into our history, and, best of all, creating memories that will last for years to come for all who participated.

The Centennial project concluded on Saturday, May 17th with the dedication of the new clock tower and the
unveiling of a time capsule to be opened in 2074, located in front of the village hall.

Enjoy your summer and we look forward to seeing you around town.

The Village of Berkeley is pleased to announce the
Village’s College Scholarship program

The Village will once again award two $1,000 College Scholarships
and is open to all Berkeley residents. The College Scholarship
recipients will be selected using the following criteria:

School and Community Involvement

Work Experience

- Academic Standing

Financial Need

A Committee will review each application, all applications must be
received no later than 4:30 p.m., Friday, June 27, 2025. The Village
College Scholarships will be awarded at the July Village Board
Meeting. The Village College scholarship winners will be notified by
letter, and the checks will be made payable to the institution.
Application is available for download here -
https://tinyurl.com/berkeleyscholarship
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THE YVIELAGE OF BERKELEY PRESENTS

BEI’kEIEy PEH'I( /')

oj
AL _Y 10 Horizon - R&B/Soul/Funk n ’)
AL _Y 17 Rob Post Band - Rock/Jazz/Blues
AL _Y ;[Ll No Limits Sound Band - 70s to Current Hits .

ALY 37 Knott Us - Jazz/Blues/R&B ’
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You may register for

Berkeley Pu bliC Libra ry programs by visiting our

Summer 2025 Events and Programs website at

www.berkeleypl.org,
by phone at
(708) 544-6017, or
by stopping in!

LEGO Build - Family - Monday, June 2, 16; July 21; August 4, 18.
6:30-7:30pm. Love to build? Join us twice a month @ 6:30 p.m. for a
family-friendly session of LEGO building. Join us to participate in one of our build challenges or free build!
We will provide a snack.

How to Train Your Dragon Movie & Craft — Saturday, June 7. 1:00-3:00pm. Join us for a special showing
of the original How to Train Your Dragon movie @ 1:00 p.m. before the live-action version releases in
theaters on June 13th! There will be free popcorn and a fun craft too!

Backyard Birds with Brookfield Zoo - Monday, June 9. 6:30-7:45pm. Birdwatching doesn’t just have to
be done in the woods. It can be done in your own backyard. Come listen to a family friendly presentation
given by Christina Suiter from the Brookfield Zoo.

Homeschool Play Days - Tuesday, June 10, July 8, August 12. 1:00-3:00pm. Homeschooling families are
welcome to join us monthly for exploration, discovery, and socializing with other area homeschoolers.
Children must be accompanied by an adult. Registration required.

Kick Off @ Berkeley Park - Saturday, June 14. 11:00am-1:00pm.
Join us at Berkeley Park for a special kick-off to the summer! Sign up for summer reading and enjoy face
painting, bingo, a building contest, button making, and much more! Free and all ages welcome!

Gazebo Walking Group - Monday, June 16, 23, 30; July 7, 14, 21, 28; August 4. 8:30-9:30am.

Put on your walking shoes and meet us at the Gazebo in Berkeley Park, across from the Village Hall.
We will walk the new Prairie Path Loop from the gazebo and back again. This is a drop-in program,
so come as often as you like. See you at the Gazebo!

Family Movie Matinees - Friday, June 20, July 18, August 15. 1:00pm. Join us once a month for a fun-filled
kid friendly movie @ 1:00 p.m. Popcorn will be provided at each viewing!

Cookout Cuisine and Sauces with Chef Maddox - Saturday, June 21. 11:00am-12:30pm. Barbecuing for the
summer? 4th of July? Then this is your program. Come taste and see what Chef Susan Maddox is grilling!

Family Tie Dye - Saturday, June 21. 1:00-3:00pm. Bring in a cotton item and create the perfect tie-dye
design! We recommend you bring a white item for the best results! Dress to get messy! Please register.

Miss Allison Tiny Tot Time - Saturday, June 28, August 9. 10:30-11:30am. Calling all toddlers! Join us for a
special Tiny Tot session with Allison Davis of Miss Allison’s Musikgarten. Kids aged 0-5, their parents and/or
caregivers will have loads of fun with music, instruments, and dancing! Registration requested.

The Story of Lego with Cheryl Brown - Monday, July 7. 6:30-7:45pm. Calling all Lego enthusiasts! Join us
to learn the story behind The Lego Company, now the world’s largest toy company.

Tai Chi - Age Options - Tuesdays & Thursdays, July 8, 10, 15, 17, 22, 24, 29, 31; August 5, 7, 12, 14, 19, 21, 26, 28.
10:00-11:00am. Tai Chi helps to enhance balance, reduce pain, and boost overall health. This is an 8-week
class that meets 2X a week.

Dragon Card Gaming - Saturday, July 12, 26; August 23. 2:00-4:00pm. Unleash your dragons and battle
other players! Bring your reading dragon cards to play! A snack will be provided. Registration required.

Reptile Show & Ice Cream Social - Saturday, August 16. 1:00-3:00pm. The Trailside Museum of Natural
History willpresent a reptile show with lots of artifacts to see and touch, along with the possibility of a live
box turtle or Eastern black rat snake. Following the presentation there will be an ice cream treat.
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BERKELEY

PARK DISTRICT

Berkeley Park District Board Elections
Congratulations to Commissioner Larem
and Commissioner Smith

The Berkeley Park
District’'s newly elected
commissioners were
sworn in at the May 6th
Village of Berkeley
Board Meeting.

The oath of office was
administered by Judge
ShawnTe Raines-Welch.

Both commissioners
look forward to
continuing their work
with the Park District
and building upon the
improvements being
made in many areas.

Sam Carlberg Named New Berkeley Park District
Program Director

Sam is a recent graduate of the University of lllinois where he
earned a Bachelor's degree in Recreation, Sport, and Tourism,
and is eager to bring his talents and ability in creating new
Recreation Programs for the community of Berkeley.

Sam'’s background and experience includes previously earning an
Associate’s degree from the College of DuPage and running
many of the on-field activities and games between innings for
baseball fans at the Joliet Slammers Professional Baseball

Club in Joliet.

Sam can be reached at:
708-544-1935 Office
samcarlberg@berkeleyparkdistrict.org
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Berkeley
Historical
Society

Save the date
Cemetery Walk
Sept. 20, 2025

Share your pictures and
memories with us
on Facebook or email us at
bhse0163@gmail.com.

The Westchester Food Pantry proudly serves the residents of Berkeley, Bedlwood,
Broadview, Hillside, Hines, La Grange Park, Westchester and Western Springs. The
Pantry |s run entirely by volunteers and relies entirely on donations (o operate.
Violunteer and/or donate today! Together, we make a difference.

A Safer Summer Starts with Neighborhood Watch!

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch invites all residents and business owners to join us in working together for a
safer community this summer.

We host monthly Safety and Crime Prevention Programs, where our community police officer shares the
latest Crime Blotter and provides valuable crime prevention tips. We also offer opportunities for volunteers to
get involved.

If you are interested in becoming a Block Captain for your block, feel free to contact the Police Department.
We also have applications at our monthly meetings, and a helpful guide on what being a Volunteer Block
Captain entails.

Our free Neighborhood Watch window decals can -
enhance the security of your home or business. They =
can be picked up at the Police Station, the Public
Library, and our monthly meetings.

Magnificent Mutts Rescue
DOGGIE DIP 2025 !

Stay Connected:
For crime prevention tips, news, and meeting
information, follow us on Facebook at Berkeley . =y
Neighborhood Watch. You can also contact us at ket
Berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com - e -__’: h
Report Suspicious Activity: Z
If you see something suspicious, say something :
by calling 9-1-1.Together, we can create a 'i.m 7} SEPTEMDER 2'°, 2025

\ L “6FM - T:30PM

safer community!

Please join us for our meetings Berkeley A KLs R 'I,_'F-"i’_i-ﬂ' 10, % ¥ ADVENTURE DAY POOL
at the Public Library: MNeighborhood 5N — h b, 705270 BLVD, HILLSIDE. IL
Thursday, June 19, 2025 Watch - - = T. S B v
v '. :
Thursday, August 17, 2025 ¥ 3 Y T' m i g g
e

All meetings begin at 6:30pm,
and we welcome everyone to join . f Ry joEs 1o suppart Mognificant Mutts Bescuee
Refreshments will be provided. st b gl Trisndly ong up [0 Gate on VOCCinations
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American Legion

Berkeley Post and Auxillary Unit 1016

LET SUMMER BEGIN!!I! The Berkeley American
Legion and Auxiliary Post 1016 has faced many
new challenges, but we are moving on. As our
veteran population is ageing it is time to

step up and join the Legion. Let’s pass on our
patriotic duties and ceremonies for the future of
our community. Our regular meetings will be at
the Village Hall.

The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary is
committed to being a community minded
organization. If you are interested in becoming a
member please contact John Asaro at

(708) 493-2303. Thank you for your support.
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', FREE Rides
FREE Po

June 13 - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall

June 7 - 13 - lllinois Boys State Convention,
EIU Charleston, IL

June 14 - Flag Day - Don't forget to fly your flag!

June 15-21- |llinois Girls State Convention,
EIU Charleston, IL

July 4 - Independence Day - Fly your flag!
July 11 - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall

July 9 - 12 - lllinois Department Convention,
Springfield, IL

August 8 - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall

August 23-29 - National Convention New Orleans, LA

pcorn

www.berkeley.il.us



Village of Berkeley
5819 Electric Ave.
Berkeley, IL. 60163
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JUNE 2025

June 02 Brush Pick Up - West of Taft

June 09 Brush Pick Up - East of Taft

June16 Brush Pick Up - West of Taft

June 17 Village Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

June 19 Village Hall Closed - Juneteenth Holiday
June 23 Brush Pick Up - East of Taft

June 30 Brush Pick Up - West of Taft

JULY 2025

July 04 Village Hall Closed - Independence Day
July 07 Brush Pick Up - East of Taft

July 10 Electric Nights Music in the Park - Horizon
July 14 Brush Pick Up - West of Taft

July 15  Village Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

July 17  Electric Nights Music in the Park -

Rob Post Band
July 21 Brush Pick Up - East of Taft
July 22 Planning Commission - 6:30 p.m.
July 23  Police Pension Board Meeting - 4:30 p.m.

July 24  Electric Nights Music in the Park -
No Limits Sound Band

July 28 Brush Pick Up - West of Taft

July 31  Electric Nights Music in the Park -
Knott Us Band

AUGUST 2025

Aug 04 Brush Pick Up - East of Taft

Aug10 Family Fun Fest-12-5p.m.

Aug 11 Brush Pick Up - West of Taft

Aug18 Brush Pick Up - East of Taft

Aug 19 Village Board Meeting - 630 p.m.
Aug 25 Brush Pick Up Delayed - West of Taft
Aug 26 Planning Commission - 6:30 p.m.

FREE RETINAL AND HEARING
SCREENING:

Bellwood Lions Club is sponsoring a free retinal and
hearing screening on July 16th from 11-3 p.m. at the

Berkeley Public Library. Learn more about the program

at lionsofillinoisfoundation.org
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Resources for Older Adults

Berkeley Public Library

www.berkeleypl.org

Phone: 708-544-6017, home-delivered activity packs, chair
yoga, book clubs, on-line programs, technology training,
computer and internet-access equipment loans.

Proviso Senior Services*
www.provisotownship.com/servcies/senior-services

Phone: 708-449-4307, benefits eligibility and referrals,
handyman services, transportation, medical equipment loans.

Solutions for Care*

www.solutionsforcare.org

Phone: 708-447-2448, benefit access counseling, information,
benefits eligibility and referrals, nutrition programs, health
insurance, energy assistance, eligibility determination and
linkage for services to assist with activities of daily living.

Age Options*
www.ageoptions.org
Phone: 708-383-0258
Phone information and assistance *ADRN Aging; Disability
Resource Network sites: provide up-to-date information and
quality referrals to individuals with disabilities ages 18-59 and
to older adults and their family members. ADRNs also provide
educational programs, benefits access counseling, Adult
Protection Services and much more.

Blackboard Connect Service

The Village of Berkeley has a Village-wide notification service
(Blackboard Connect) and can communicate information to
residents and businesses about time-sensitive or common-
interest issues in the instance of an emergency or about local

community events. If you are interested in receiving these
notifications, please fill out the following information, cut

the form out and drop off at the Village Hall (5819 Electric
Ave.) or you can register online through the Village of
Berkeley website: www.berkeley.il.us/community/residents/
villagenotificationcenter

Name:

Address:

Phone #:

Email:

www.berkeley.il.us




