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BERKELEY CONNECTS 

Good day Berkeley residents and business owners, 
 
Village Historian Rosemarie Johnson wrote of Berkeley’s progress over its first fifty years of incorporation in 1974, 
“Our wonderful advancements and improvements over our prairie years notwithstanding, the essence of Berkeley is 
still its people.” Rosemarie’s assessment still rings true fifty years later as we approach our Centennial celebration. 
Countless residents over our first hundred years have served their community in so many ways, with honor, pride and 
distinction. 
 
This edition of Berkeley Connects will be dedicated to the elected, appointed, volunteer resident and of course, the 
Village of Berkeley employee who have all served our community with such distinction over all of our years. At the 
Village of Berkeley Board meeting held on May 2nd, 2023, eleven residents of Berkeley took the oath of office to serve 
in various capacities (pictured on the front cover of this edition) and the Berkeley Police Department swore in two new 
officers, Salvatore Palazzolo and Joseph Vikidel (pictured below), demonstrating that the trend of service continues. 
 

 
We are very fortunate to have such dedication at all levels of service to the community. I thank you all for your service 
on behalf of all Berkeley residents and know that it is my honor to serve with you. Together we can accomplish all of 
our collective goals as we continue to grow the Village of Berkeley one day at a time. 

 

 

                                           
Robert E. Lee Jr. 

Village President, Village of Berkeley       

 



 

BERKELEY CONNECTS 

College Scholarship Program 2023 
The Village of Berkeley is pleased to announce the Village’s College Scholarship program which will once again be 
awarding two $500 College Scholarships. The program is open to all Berkeley residents. The College Scholarship recipients 
will be selected using the following criteria: 

• School and Community Involvement 
• Work Experience 
• Academic Standing 
• Financial Need 

A Committee will review each application. All applications must be received no later than 4:30 p.m. Friday July 28, 
2023. The Village College Scholarships will be awarded at an August Village Board Meeting. The Village College 
scholarship winners will be notified by letter and the checks will be made payable to the institution. Applications are 
available on the Village’s website www.berkeley.il.us or at the Village Hall, 5819 Electric Ave. 
 

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch                 

Become a Block Captain 
 
Becoming a Block / Co-Block Captain can be a very rewarding experience. You will be able to meet neighbors you might 
have not known otherwise. You will serve the important functions of keeping people informed about incidents in the 
community and providing information. The Block / Co-Block Captain is a highly visible and is vital to success of the 
Berkeley Neighborhood Watch. As a Block/Co-Block Captain you are considered to be a volunteer of the Berkeley Police 
Department Neighborhood Watch Program.  
 
The duties of a Block/Co-Block Captain are to:  

• Act as a liaison between the police department and your neighbors.  
• Serve as the contact person on your street to be notified about crime or suspicious activity. 
• Contact neighbors and explain the program.  
• Obtain contact information from neighbors/ participants.  
• Distribute newsletters and other informational materials as needed.  
• Attend monthly Neighborhood Watch Meetings.  
• Attend Block Captain Trainings.  

 
If you wish to be a Block Captain for your block, feel free to contact Officer Naveed Bhatti at nbhatti@berkeley.il.us 
and he will send you an application. You can also pick an application up at the Berkeley Village Hall or at our monthly 
meetings. The completed application should be submitted at the Berkeley Neighborhood Watch monthly meetings 
which are held on the third Thursday of the month at the Berkeley Public Library at 6:30 p.m. or via email address 
listed below. 
 

Upcoming Meeting Dates:  
Thursday - June 15 & August 17 
Summer Events: 
Sponsor Music in the Park Thursday, July 6, 2023 

Please join us in congratulating our newest Block Captains! – Laura Kingsbury of 5900 W Maple Avenue, Armando Arroyo 
5500 Hawthorne Ave, Connie Pikes, 1600 Taft Ave, and Luis Flores, 1100 Richard Ave. 
For Safety Tips, News, and Meeting Information, like us on Facebook @berkeleyneighborhoodwatch. You can also 
contact us at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com, or through Officer Naveed Bhatti at nbhatti@berkeley.il.us 

http://www.berkeley.il.us/
mailto:nbhatti@berkeley.il.us
mailto:berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com
mailto:nbhatti@berkeley.il.us
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Your Right to Know 
Important Local Government Links 
Did you know that elected officials meet regularly each month to discuss matters that have impacts on the community and 
you are invited to attend? Did you know that if you can’t make it, you can still read about what was discussed? Use the links 
below to keep up with matters that affect you and stay informed: 
 

Village of Berkeley - Meets the first and third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 PM: https://www.berkeley.il.us/agendas  
 

Berkeley Public Library - Meets the fourth Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM: http://berkeleypl.org/trustees  
 

Berkeley Park District - Meets the first Wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM: https://berkeleyparkdistrict.com/board-meetings 
 

Berkeley School District 87 - Meets the fourth Monday of each month at 7:00 PM:  
https://www.berkeley87.org/about/board_of_education/board_meetings 
 

Low Income Household Water Assistance Program  
The Village of Berkeley is participating in LIHWAP (Low Income Household Water Assistance Program) through the 
Community and Economic Development Association of Cook County (CEDA). This program provides funds to assist low-
income households with water and wastewater bills. To qualify, you must be a Cook County household whose gross income 
must meet the 200% of federal poverty income guidelines. 

  
Residents who need assistance in paying their water bill can visit the closest CEDA office for additional help. The closest 
office to Berkeley is located at 6141 Roosevelt Road in Cicero and can be contacted by calling 708-222-3824. Additional 
CEDA sites can be located by going to the CEDA website: www.cedaorg.net/sites. 

  
Assistance may also be available through the Salvation Army. They can be reached by calling the Proviso Township Office 
at 708-449-4300. 
 

Berkeley Park District & Historical Society 
Scavenger Hunt - Refreshments • Prizes • Fun 
When: Friday, July 14, 2023, 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm, Where: Berkeley Lind Park - 1200 Lind Ave. 
Cost:  $20 per team - Teams can have up to 6 members RSVP: No Later than July 1st 
Questions? Contact us at bhs60163@gmail.com or www.facebook.com/bhs60163 
 
The Berkeley Park District brochure is available online, please visit our website www.Berkeleyparkdistrict.com for 
information on current and upcoming programs. Check for updates as we add programs periodically. You may also visit our 
Facebook page for updates as well.   
 
Berkeley Historical Society would like to thank the Larocca Family Charity Foundation for their grant donation in the 
amount of $1,000.  This grant has been donated to the organization in Honor of Nicholas and Marie Larocca. 
 

Berkeley’s Family Fun Fest  
Save the Date 
          SUNDAY, AUGUST 13th – NOON –5:00 p.m. 
                FOOD, FUN AND LIVE MUSIC                   

 

https://www.berkeley.il.us/agendas
http://berkeleypl.org/trustees
https://berkeleyparkdistrict.com/board-meetings
https://www.berkeley87.org/about/board_of_education/board_meetings
http://www.cedaorg.net/sites?fbclid=IwAR1_D6nfOLVV5Jl2JLFPx2qz1x-t66w9aiFcfC0ZRNlT3cO4JNXJEq6pHSY
mailto:bhs60163@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/bhs60163
http://www.berkeleyparkdistrict.com/
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Berkeley Community Garden Club  
The Season of Growth is Here Again 
 
 

 
 

 

We have a multitude of community-based activities planned, including co-hosting cooperative events like Music in the 
Park, kids’ activities, and service projects. We invite you to rent a plot for your own family, we still have a few left, or 
volunteer to maintain a sharing garden plot. We hope to hear from you!!  Check us out on Facebook!!  For more info about 
membership, plot rental or volunteering visit at our Facebook Page- BerkeleyGardenClub, or email us 
at   berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net or call 630-481-6442“Promoting education and awareness of the 
environment for the health and well-being of the community.” 

 
American Legion            
Berkeley Post and Unit 1016 
 
LET SUMMER BEGIN!!!!   
 
 
 
 

 

The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary is committed to being a community-minded organization. Membership into   
the American Legion you will be asked to show up to community events, flag retirement services, post everlasting services, 
color guard & rifle ceremonies as well as various parades, and help with Poppy collections during the Memorial Day 

weekend to support Fisher House at Hines VA Hospital. The 2023 Miss Poppy is 7-
year-old Zariah Willis, granddaughter of American Legion Post 1016-member Detrall 
Dearbone and daughter of Paris Willis. 
 

Motorcyclists can join the Legion Riders and family members can join up with the 
Ladies Auxiliary. As always, we thank you for your support. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member, please contact  
John Asaro (708) 493-2303. 

 

Key Upcoming Dates: 
June 9th, July 14th and August 11th 

Post Meetings at 7:30pm at Berkeley Village Hall 2nd Floor 
June 10th -16th 

AL Boys State at Eastern IL University, open to High School Juniors Charleston IL 
July12th – 15th 

State convention Springfield IL 
August 13th 

Berkeley Family Fun Fest 

 

Although our focus for the 2023 growing season will be on growing healthy, pesticide-free 
produce for our plot renters, members, and neighbors in need, we are excited and grateful to 
once again join our community partners in celebrating Berkeley.  

 
 

Veterans needed. Calling all of those eligible that have served at least one day in federal service since WWII you may now 
join the American Legion.  

mailto:berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net
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Berkeley Public Works 
Food Corner at St. Charles Road and Hillside Ave. 
 
This past January, the Village Board 
discussed the potential for utilizing the 
vacant property located at the northeast 
corner of Hillside Ave. and St. Charles Rd. 
Circa 2010, the Village obtained and 
shortly thereafter demolished the building 
formerly known as 5544 St. Charles Rd. 
and the Public Works Department later 
improved the lot in 2017 with dirt and 
grass seed and has since maintained the vacant property. At various times since 2010, the Village has actively marketed the 
location for potential retail development but has received little interest. 
  

During the meeting of August 12, 2022, the Village Board approved a request from 
a local resident food truck vendor who had interest in operating his business from 
the location. After approving this request as a “pilot” program, the Village has 
decided to further improve the property for continued food truck operations and its 
potential for expanded offerings.    
 
Dubbed “The Corner” Food Park, the finished site will offer a paved square for 
up to nine (9) food trucks to operate. For both convenience and to reduce generator 
noise, power will be added to the site for truck users. A grass picnic area with 
tables, waiting benches, trees and accent lighting will provide comfortable areas 

for users to enjoy vendor offerings. Meant to be both pedestrian and bicycle friendly, bike racks will be available onsite. Republic 
Bank has generously shown their support for this project by allowing driving patrons to park in the Republic Bank parking lot, 
just east of the venue.    
 
Improvements have already begun at the site with the installation of trees within the intended picnic area. The Village Board 
approved a bid for the pavement construction with Chicagoland Paving during the May 16th Board meeting with construction 
intended to begin shortly thereafter. The Public Works Department will be partnering with local electricians and landscapers to 
complete the electrical and picnic areas and have already placed orders for the picnic area accessories. As an incubator space for 
food trucks, the site was also envisioned for its multi-use benefits, which may include future offerings at “The Corner” as Board 
members and staff consider potential opportunities for markets, shows and other occasional small event gatherings. 
 

Stormwater Education 
How you can help with: Lawn & Garden 
 

Lawn and garden activities can produce a number of instances where the runoff of fertilizers, pesticides and yard waste can enter 
into the storm water system. While maintaining a beautiful property, balance efforts to not damage to the surrounding environment. 
Adjusting some of these practices for better results can minimize curbside impact: 
 

• Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly and only in recommended amounts. Use less toxic and environmentally friendly 
options that release slowly over time for a lasting impact. 

• Mulch helps retain water, reduce weed growth, prevent erosion, and improves the soil for plant growth. Mulches are usually 
wood bark chips, wood grindings, pine straws, nut shells, small gravel, or shredded landscape clippings. Currently, wood 
chips are available for free at our Community Garden Club. 

• Sweep up after cutting your lawn or blow grass clippings back into the yard, otherwise these clippings will eventually enter a 
storm drain and either clog the drain or degrade over time within the system. It is also a violation of Village Ordinance to 
blow lawn debris into the street. 

• Don't water your lawn on a fixed schedule. Water your lawn when it needs it, but even then, avoid overwatering it as such a 
practice can easily carry pollution to the storm system. 
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Berkeley Public Library 

Fostering the Spirit of Exploration, Learning, and Reading 
Holiday Closings: July 4th for Independence Day,                                                                                                                           

Summer Programs:                                                                                                                                                                   
Park Playdate! – Saturday, June 17. 10:00-11:30am. Find the library at the park on Saturday, June 11th! The library will 
have lots of different activities for all ages available. Join us for face painting, tie dye, bingo, and more! You will also have 
a chance to sign your whole family up for Summer Reading. Hope to see you there!  
Ladies of Laughter: Great Comediennes– Thursday, June 22. 6:30-7:45pm. In the early days of comedy and beyond, 
many top-notch classic comediennes have made audiences laugh. Join Film Historian Annette Bochenek as she presents 
about the funny women of film, television, and radio, including Gracie Allen, Lucille Ball, Eve Arden and more. The 
program will include a multimedia presentation consisting of photos, video clips and captivating stories. 
Ice Cream Story Time– Saturday, June 24. 10:30-11:30am. Join us for a special Ice Cream Story Time.  We will read 
stories together and share an ice cream treat.  Children must be accompanied by an adult.  Ages 2-7. 
Robert W. Smith Author Read– Wednesday, July 12. 6:30-7:45pm. Local Author, Robert W. Smith will read from one 
of his latest book, A Long Way from Clare. Please join us as he shares his writing journey with us. 
Teen After Hours– Friday, July 21. 4:00 - 8:30pm. The teens take over the library! Movies, gaming, karaoke, laser tag- 
you decide. Food will be provided. Limited space, so sign up today! Ages: 13-18. Registration required. 
Pajama Story Time– Friday, July 21. 6:00-7:00pm. Join us for a special Pajama Story Time afterhours.  Wear your 
favorite pajamas and bring your stuffed animal.  Your stuffed animal is welcome to spend the night at the library.  Pick up 
for stuffed animals will be Saturday, 7/22, after 10:00 AM. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
Gary Kantor’s Magic Show– Saturday, August 5. 11:45am-12:30pm. Come watch a thrilling and entertaining magic 
show by Gary Kantor.  The show is packed with vanishing acts, mind-reading tricks, and a variety of hilarious tricks that 
will have the children rolling on the floor with laughter. The show is appropriate for all ages. Let us know you're coming to 
save a seat for you and your family today! Registration requested.                                                                                                     
Recurring Summer Programs: 
Family Film Fridays – Every Friday, June 16 through August 11. 1:00-3:00pm. Looking for something family friendly 
to do on Fridays? Join us for our weekly Family Film Fridays for a family movie.  Kids are encouraged to bring a sack lunch 
and water bottle.  The library will provide a free bag of popcorn. Limited seating, no registration required. Check our 
Facebook Page to see which movies we are watching!                                                               
Homeschool Connections – June 13, July 11, August 8. 1:00-2:30pm. If you are a homeschooling family, or interested in 
learning about homeschooling, this is a program for you.  We will meet at various locations for play, socializing, and service.  
Check out our Facebook Page or call us for information on our monthly meet ups. 
Nintendo Gaming – Every Monday, June 12 through August 7. 3:00-5:00pm. Join your fellow gamers as we battle it 
out in Mario Kart, Super Smash Bros, and other popular games. No registration required.  
Preschool Play Cafe – Every Wednesday, June 7 through August 2. 11:30am-12:30pm. Join us for some pre-school 
geared free play following Story Time and opportunity to engage with other parents and caregivers in the area! Coffee 
available upstairs. No registration required.                                                                                                                                                                                       

You may register for programs by visiting our website at www.berkeleypl.org, by phone at (708) 544-6017, or by stopping in!  

http://www.berkeleypl.org/


 
 
 
 
 
JUNE 2023  
June 02       Garbage Delayed 
June 05       Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave  
June 12       Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
June 19       Village Hall Closed - Juneteenth 
June 20       Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
       Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
June 26       Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
June 27       Planning & Zoning Commission – 6:30  
June 28       Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
 

JULY 2023 
July 03 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
July 04        Village Hall Closed – 4th of July 
July 06 Electric Nights Music Series 7 – 9pm  
July 07 Garbage Pick-up Delayed 
July 10 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
July 13        Electric Nights Music Series 7 – 9pm 
July 17 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
July 18 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
July 20 Electric Nights Music Series 7 – 9pm 
July 24        Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
July 25        Planning & Zoning Commission – 6:30 
July 26       Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
July 27 Electric Nights Music Series 7 – 9pm 
July 31  Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
 

AUGUST 2023  
August 07   Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
August 13 Family Fun Fest Noon to 5 p.m. 
August 14  Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
August 15   Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
August 21  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
August 22   Planning & Zoning Commission – 6:30 
August 28   Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
August 30 Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.  
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Electric Nights Music Series 
Save the Date! 
The Village of Berkeley is excited to announce the Electric Nights 
Music Series located in Berkeley Park north of the Village Hall 
on Electric Ave. in the gazebo, be sure to bring a comfortable 
chair.  The music will be presented every Thursday in July from 
7pm to 9pm: 
July 6th - Tony Ocean - Retro  
July 13th – The Rob Post Band – Jazz / Blues / Rock n’ Roll 
July 20th  – The Hurricane Project - Blues 
July 27th – Horizon – R&B 
 
 

The Village of Berkeley has a Village-wide notification service 
(Blackboard Connect) and can communicate information to 
residents and businesses about time-sensitive or common-interest 
issues in the instance of an emergency or about local community 
events. If you are interested in receiving these notifications, please 
fill out the following information, cut the form out and drop off at 
the Village Hall (5819 Electric Ave.) or you can register online 
through the Village of Berkeley website: 
www.berkeley.il.us/community/residents/villagenotificationc
enter 

Name:        
Address:        

               
Phone #:        
Email:        
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