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Greetings Berkeley residents and business owners,

Welcome to spring of 2025. First and foremost…..

Remember to VOTE, this April 1st, 2025 with the local Consolidated Election.
Berkeley Village President, Clerk, Board of Trustees, Berkeley Park District, 
Berkeley Public Library, Proviso School District 209, Berkeley School District 87, 
Proviso Township have candidates running to serve in the best interest of the 
Village of Berkeley and its future. Educate yourself on the candidates and 
exercise your right to VOTE, as every vote does count. Thank you to all candidates 
for your interest and dedication to your community.

The Village of Berkeley will close fiscal year 2024-2025 this April 30th with 
anticipation of many terrific projects and initiatives for the Village of Berkeley 
(VOB) FY ‘25-26.

I'm confident in this assessment due to several key factors: our consistent record 
of fiscal responsibility, the growing interest from development firms in the St. 
Charles Road economic development plan, the unified leadership across all 
Village of Berkeley governmental bodies (including the Board of Trustees, the 
Public Library, and the Park District), and the dedicated efforts of our employees, 
whose work is essential to the quality of life and safety of our community.

Thank you and congratulations to the Berkeley Park District (BPD) for the recent 
construction and installation of the “Loop” Path in Berkeley Park. This is a success 
for BPD on so many levels. A grant (funded project) secured by BPD as well as 
revenues received from the Illinois Toll Authority, specifically for ballfield 
improvements at Berkeley Park, this project is a financial success for the 
Berkeley resident. After months, if not years, of planning, public meetings, grant 
applications, and Park Board action—all guided by the "Master Plan" established 
by current and previous Commissioners—Berkeley residents will undoubtedly 
enjoy this new amenity for years to come.

Construction on the project began in late fall 2024 with the excavation of the 
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August 11th, at 10:00am. We invite you to line up your 
family along Bohlander, Taft, or Electric Avenues for a 
wonderful parade featuring vintage and antique cars 
from days gone by. Grand Marshals of distinguished 
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path, starting near the gazebo and the Illinois Prairie Path. The 800-foot path wraps around the renovated 
baseball field, volleyball courts, and youth playground before reconnecting with the Prairie Path to the 
west. To save residents money, the excavated material was repurposed on-site to create a raised berm 
along the existing path. This berm not only enhances the aesthetics and acts as a windbreak, but also 
provides additional planting areas for future beautification projects featuring native plants and wildflowers. 
This innovative approach by the Berkeley Park District (BPD) and its staff demonstrates the Park District 
Board of Commissioners' dedication to the community. We thank Park Board President Teresa Larem, Vice 
President Paul Smith, and Commissioners Rolanda, Mari, and Gloria for their teamwork in completing this 
project. A ribbon-cutting ceremony to officially open the path to the public was held on a cold January day, 
coinciding with the ice skating party hosted by the Bellwood Chapter of Lions Club International. Special 
thanks to the Larem children for their assistance with the ribbon-cutting!

Berkeley Park is our central community gathering location, with opportunities for many future 
developments to better serve the residents. The Berkeley Board of Trustees and staff are fully committed to 
supporting the Berkeley Park District (BPD) in achieving the goals outlined in the master development 
plan. This is a long-term vision, and we will work together to realize it one project at a time. By collaborating 
effectively, we can often tackle multiple projects simultaneously, accelerating progress toward our 
shared goals.

I mentioned fiscal responsibility early on, and would like to acknowledge Village staff, led by Administrator 
Rudy Espiritu, Asst. Administrator Justyn Miller, Public Safety Director Tim Larem, Public Works Director Joe 
Wagner for leading our Village Departments in developing for 7 years running not only a balanced budget, 
but carrying out the budget to a surplus level for 5 years running. We will be implementing a long term 
infrastructure program beginning in March of this year of $30 million dollars to rebuild our streets for the 
entire community, which will take multiple years to implement. This program comes with no planned tax 
increases to our residents. Public safety technology investments are always on the rise, as Public Safety 
Director Larem and his agency continually look to provide the very best service to all residents and 
businesses.

Public Works Director Joe Wagner also adds technological improvements, training of staff in best practice 
of field operations for sewer, water, trees and sidewalk improvements on a regular basis. Asst. Village 
Administrator Justyn Miller also has a full plate with ever changing technology, resident outreach 
programming and management.

These aforementioned leaders guide the Village Board and their employees to success for Berkeley. As an 
18-year elected official, I could not be prouder of the Berkeley Team across the community.

The “State of Berkeley” message to residents is being planned for May of 2025, with much more information 
regarding short and long term planning for the VOB.

Many thanks to the Berkeley Public Library Board (BPL) and staff for the continued opportunities for its 
patrons. Director Ryan Cox offers new programming ideas as well as educational balance for all ages on a 
regular basis.

Berkeley’s 2024 Centennial celebration, led by Kathleen Chmura and Roger Thomas, continually praised the 
BPL for the innovative ideas and efforts towards the success of the Berkeley Centennial Project.

Speaking of the Centennial project, there is one more event planned before closing out our community 
celebration as we are well into our 101st year. Mark your calendars for May 17th, 2025 as we will install a new
50-year Time Capsule to be opened in 2074!
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From the Village President’s Desk - Continued
The location of the new capsule will be the Berkeley Village Hall in the clock tower to be built this spring. 
This event will also be a volunteer appreciation day for all committees, organizations, current and former 
residents who helped so generously with your time and talent to showcase Berkeley, celebrate our history 
and embark on our future together.

That has always been our model of success and when it is working, let us continue to move forward and 
grow as a community together.

I would like to close with the “Someone you should know“ segment regarding a special person of the 
Berkeley community.

I extend well wishes and many thanks on behalf of 
Berkeley residents past and present to longtime 
resident and 25-year Berkeley Park District employee, 
Director Pete Graham. Pete has recently retired from the 
Park District. Pete gave his all and helped so many over 
the years. Former Berkeley Youth Baseball Association 
President and baseball coach, AYSO soccer coach, as well 
as the leader of so many Berkeley Park District programs 
over his 25 years of service to the District and the 
Village of Berkeley. Pete deserves the “Golden ATV,” 
as nobody in our history has more hours preparing the 
field of play for upcoming baseball games, volleyball 
matches or Haunted Trail during Halloween than 
Pete Graham (to name a few). 
Thank you for your service Pete!

Respectfully Submitted,
Robert E. Lee Jr.
Village President 
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American Legion
Berkeley Post and Auxillary Unit 1016
The American Legion is a veterans organization 
supporting veterans by giving representation
in Congress, as well as helping service-related 
conditions, with our own service officers to
process claims with the Veterans Administration. 
The legion family extends to veterans families with 
many programs.

Veterans with Honorably Discharged Service are 
welcome to join by contacting Post Commander 
John Asaro (708) 493-2303 or come to a meeting 
for more information.

Thank you for your support.

March 14 - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall
                     nominations for Post officers

March 15 -  American Legion 104th Birthday   
          Fly your flag

March 29 -  National Vietnam Veterans Day
 
April 11 - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall
                 nominations for Post officers 
    
May 9 - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall
   Election of officers, annual audit, Miss Poppy 
 
May 17 - Armed Forces Day

May 22-24 - Collections for Poppy Day    

May 26 - Memorial Day Ceremony 



 

 

Berkeley Public Library 

  

 

  

Spring 2025 Events and Programs

You may register for 
programs by visiting our 

website at 
www.berkeleypl.org, 

by phone at 
(708) 544-6017, or 

by stopping in! 
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Taco'Bout Books –
 Tuesdays, March 4, April 1, May 6. 6:30-7:30pm. 
Our new group, "Taco 'Bout Books," will meet at Berkeley's Taco Express on the first Tuesday of each 
month. Registration is requested. Books for the upcoming meeting will be available for checkout at the 
library beforehand. Meet us at Taco Express!

Story Time –  Thursday, March 6, 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10, 17, 24. 1:00-2:00pm. 
Join us for Creative Tale Hour, an enjoyable blend of storytelling and enriching activities! Make connections 
with other area parents of small children, while your child(ren) get to enjoy books, music, tactile play, and a 
snack. Once a month we will feature a bi-lingual story - check out our Facebook page for details! 
(It will be the first Thursday of each month).

Family Music with Miss Allison –  Saturday, March 8. 10:00-10:30am. 
For our first session of Saturday Tiny Tot Time, we're joined by Allison Davis of Miss Allison's Musikgarten. 
Kids aged 0-5 and their parents/caregivers will have loads of fun with music, instruments, and dancing! 
Join us for a day full of music and giggles! Registration requested.

Crafternoon – Friday, March 14, April 11, May 9. 4:00-5:30pm. 
Do you enjoy crafts? Join our monthly social Crafternoon! Bring your own project or start something new 
with us! No registration required; all ages welcome!

"Read 'em and Weed" - Gardening Group – Tuesday, March 18, April 15, May 20. 6:30-7:45pm. 
A casual group where you can meet with like-minded neighbors and chat plants and all things gardening, 
swap seedlings, exchange tips, or learn new skills. All levels of experience welcome! We will offer printed 
materials, presentations, and occasional guest speakers on a range of topics including natives, pollinators, 
container gardening, water gardens, and more.

Spring Book Sale – Saturday, April 5. 11:00am-3:30pm. 
The Library is holding their annual Spring Sale on Saturday, April 5, 2025, 11:00AM - 3:30PM.  This will be a 
book and bake sale, with a couple of special vendors and raffle prizes.  All proceeds go toward the benefit 
of the library's future renovation. Please come out and support your library!

Tiny Tot Time – Saturday, April 12, May 10. 10:30-11:30am. 
Calling all toddlers! Tiny Tot Time is a fun-filled program for all the little ones! Join us for programs and 
activities that foster play, exploration, creativity, and socialization. Recommended for ages 5 and under.

Home School 101 – Monday, April 14. 6:30-7:45pm. 
Looking to learn about what it means to homeschool your 
children?  Join us on April 14th at 6:30 PM to enjoy a panel discussion hosting experienced homeschooling 
parents and a library member, followed by a Q&A.

AP Cram & Calm – Friday, April 18. 2:00-5:00pm. Feeling stressed about AP exams? Join us for an 
afternoon that combines exam prep with relaxation! We’ll provide study resources, snacks, and fun, 
relaxing activities, all in a laid-back environment to help you recharge and refocus before test day. Whether 
you need to cram or unwind, we’ve got you covered! Join us in the lower level of the library!
 
Mother's Day Story Time & Craft – Saturday, May 10. 11:00am-12:00pm. 
Join us for a special Mother's Day themed Story Time at 11:00 AM, followed by a photo-themed craft that 
will make a perfect Mother's Day gift! Butterfly Story Time, Craft, and Release – Saturday, May 24. 
10:30-11:30am. Join us for a special butterfly themed Story Time at 10:30 AM, followed by a craft.  Then, join 
us on the south lawn as we release our Painted Lady Butterflies at 11:30 AM.
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Berkeley Park District and the 
Village of Berkeley Celebrate Partnership

Berkeley Park District Launches New Website

The Berkeley Park District presented the 
Village of Berkeley with  an award for 
Intergovernmental Cooperation for the recent 
completion of the Prairie Path spur trail. 

The Village was honored to receive this award 
and is grateful for the collaboration with the 
Park District on this project to completion for 
the residents. 

(Pictured left to right: Park District Vice President 
Paul Smith,  Mayor Lee, Park District President 
Teresa Larem, Park District Commissioner 
Mari Carpenter, Park District Commissioner 
Rolanda Sudduth and Village Trustee 
Roger Thomas) 

We are excited to announce the launch of our new website!

The new site is geared to be more user-friendly and include 
all the information to keep the public updated about all the 
new and exciting programs, events and activities 
happening with the Berkeley Park District!

Visit the site and check out our new programs -
berkeleyparkdistrict.org 

Welcome Back T-Ball and
Coach Pitch to Berkeley Park!

REGISTER HERE!

The Berkeley Chargers will take the field in 
Berkeley Park this summer on our newly 
refurbished fields. Boys and girls, ages 4-6, 
are encouraged to sign up to play. 

Early Bird Registration ends 
March 30th (Includes a 
winter mini-camp) and 
General Registration ends 
April 26th.

Be On the Lookout for Our Spring Programs Coming Soon!



 

 

 

  

  

Spring into Safety with 
Berkeley Neighborhood Watch!
Berkeley Neighborhood Watch invites all residents and business owners 
to join us in working together for a safer community this spring.

We host monthly Safety and Crime Prevention Programs, where we share 
valuable crime prevention tips, provide updates from the police 
department, and offer opportunities to volunteer. 

Get Involved: If you are interested in becoming a Block Captain for your 
block, feel free to contact the Police Department. We also have 
applications at our monthly meetings, along with a helpful guide on what 
being a Volunteer Block Captain entails. 

Enhance Your Security: Our free Neighborhood Watch window decals can 
enhance the security of your home or business. They can be picked up at 
the Police Station, Public Library, and monthly meetings.

Stay Connected: For crime prevention tips, news, and meeting 
information, follow us on Facebook at Berkeley Neighborhood Watch. 
You can also contact us at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com.
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Berkeley 
Historical Society
Follow us on Facebook for upcoming 
events and news  
at www.facebook.com/bhs60163
Share your pictures and memories with us 
on Facebook or email us at 
bhs60163@gmail.com.

Electronic Waste
Home Collection
April 17th
Residents will receive a postcard with
more details. Submit Your Request:
Online: LRSrecycles.com/Berkeley
Email: service@LRSrecycles.com
Phone: 844.Need.LRS

Please join us for our meetings 
at the Public Library:
Thursday, March 20, 2025 
Thursday, April 17, 2025 
Thursday, May 15, 2025
All meetings begin at 6:30pm, 
and we welcome everyone to join 
Refreshments will be provided.

Aubree’s Hope 
Golf Outing

June 21, 2025



 

From the Berkeley 
Public Works Department 
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Village Brush Collection Returns March 31st
All brush to be collected must be set out in the residential parkway no later than 7:00 a.m. the day of 
collection, but no earlier than the Saturday or Sunday before the collection day. Plan your trimming 
around your scheduled pickup to prevent violations. Brush placed in the parkway in advance of scheduled 
pickup may be ticketed by Code Enforcement officials.

Brush Collection Guidelines:
Staff will make only one pass through the 
Village each scheduled day. If a resident should 
miss that pass, do not bring brush out until the 
next scheduled pick-up day.

For the safety of Berkeley residents, Public Works 
staff requests that you do not approach workers 
who are operating chipping machinery such as the 
wood chipper and/or chain saws.

Branches must measure between 3 feet and 8 feet 
in length and be placed in the parkway with cut 
ends toward the street. Small twigs can be placed 
with your weekly yard waste pick-up.

Brush piles that are badly tangled will not be picked 
up as they represent a safety hazard to personnel.

Please place branches with thorns in a separate pile.
Place brush on the parkway in front of your home
only. Branches placed in alleys are neither easily
seen nor accessible.

Brush placed in cans will be left behind for regular
weekly garbage/yard waste pickup.

Willow whips, vines, stalks and similar yard
vegetation must be disposed of with weekly
yard waste pickup as it causes damage to
chipping machinery

Remove all roots, stumps and dirt. Stumps can
be disposed of during regular yard waste pickup.
Brush containing anything other than branches
will not be collected.

Brush must never be piled to obstruct visibility
for pedestrians & vehicles nor protrude into
the roadway.

The brush program is for home owners 
performing work themselves. 

Brush generated by tree services, landscape 
contractors or other services paid for by
the homeowner are not eligible for this 
program.

The homeowner must arrange for removal 
of any contractor-generated brush at their 
own expense.

Brush collection is not tree removal. The 
Village will not chip a removed tree. This 
exceeds the intent of the program and is the 
responsibility of the homeowner to dispose of 
properly and includes logs larger than 6” 
in diameter.

Brush piles that do not adhere to chipping
requirements will be tagged by Public Works 
staff. The tag will explain why the brush pile 
was not taken and what steps are needed to 
correct the problem.



Resources for Older Adults

Berkeley Public Library
www.berkeleypl.org  
Phone: 708-544-6017, home-delivered activity packs, chair 
yoga, book clubs, on-line programs, technology training, 
computer and internet-access equipment loans.

Proviso Senior Services*
www.provisotownship.com/servcies/senior-services  
Phone: 708-449-4307, benefits eligibility and referrals, 
handyman services, transportation, medical equipment loans.

Solutions for Care*
www.solutionsforcare.org  
Phone: 708-447-2448, benefit access counseling, information, 
benefits eligibility and referrals, nutrition programs, health 
insurance, energy assistance, eligibility determination and 
linkage for services to assist with activities of daily living.

Age Options*
www.ageoptions.org  
Phone: 708-383-0258
Phone information and assistance *ADRN Aging; Disability 
Resource Network sites: provide up-to-date information and 
quality referrals to individuals with disabilities ages 18-59 and 
to older adults and their family members. ADRNs also provide 
educational programs, benefits access counseling, Adult 
Protection Services and much more.

Blackboard Connect Service

The Village of Berkeley has a Village-wide notification service
(Blackboard Connect) and can communicate information to 
residents and businesses about time-sensitive or common-
interest issues in the instance of an emergency or about local 
community events. If you are interested in receiving these 
notifications, please fill out the following information, cut 
the form out and drop off at the Village Hall (5819 Electric 
Ave.) or you can register online through the Village of 
Berkeley website: www.berkeley.il.us/community/residents/
villagenotificationcenter

Name:

Address:

Phone #:

Email:

Village of Berkeley
5819 Electric Ave.
Berkeley, IL. 60163  

MARCH 2025
Mar 04   Village Board Meeting - 6:30p.m. 
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Mar 25 Planning Commission - 6:30p.m.
Village Board Meeting - 6:30p.m.

Apr 14 Brush Pick Up - East of Taft

Apr 23 Police Pension Board Meeting - 4:30 p.m.
Apr 28 Brush Pick Up - East of Taft

Apr 07 Brush Pick Up - West of Taft

Apr 15 Village Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Apr 21 Brush Pick Up - West of Taft
Apr 22 Planning Commission - 6:30 p.m.

Village Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

May 26 Memorial Day - Village Hall Closed 
Ceremony in Veterans Park - 10:30a.m.

May 27

May 06

Brush Pick Up Delayed - East of Taft

Brush Pick Up - East of Taft

May 19
Village Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

May 30 Garbage Delayed 

Mar 18

Brush Pick Up Begins - Entire Village

May 12 

Brush Pick Up - West of TaftMay 05 

Brush Pick Up - West of Taft
May 20 

Election Day - VOTE!
Apr 03 First Yard Waste Pick Up

Apr 18 Village Hall Closed - Spring Holiday

May 17 Dedication of new Time Capsule - 3p.m.

JOIN US MAY 17th AT 3PM 
AS WE DEDICATE A NEW TIME 
CAPSULE AT THE VILLAGE HALL

Visit berkeleyilcentennial.com
to see how you can be a part of

the history

Apr 17 Electronics Recycling Pick up

Apr 01

Mar 31
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