
  March • April • May  2024
The Official Newsletter for Berkeley, Illinois

BerkeleyConnects

From the Village President’s Desk
“Come Home to Berkeley 2024”

Village Board 

Robert E. Lee Jr. 
Village President

Belia Nowak 
Village Clerk 

Sherry Graf-Stone
 Village  Trustee 

L.W. Hammar 
Village Trustee 

Jason Mathews 
Village Trustee

Jerry Perez 
Village Trustee 

Diane Salemi 
Village Trustee 

Roger Thomas
Village Trustee 

Department Heads

Rudy Espiritu
Village Administrator

Justyn Miller
Asst. Village Administrator

Timothy J. Larem 
Public Safety Director

Joseph Wagner
Public Works Director 

Board Meetings
The first and third Tuesdays  

at 6:30 PM 
Village Board 

Greetings Berkeley Residents and 
Businesses, 
Welcome to the Centennial Year of 
Berkeley! Incorporated on May 20, 
1924, the Village of Berkeley will be 
celebrating 100 years as a comm-
unity with events and celebrations 
with the theme - Come Home to 
Berkeley 2024! Our rich heritage 
will be heralded through public 
events in 2024 designed to have 
fun, educate and celebrate what 
Berkeley has meant to so many 
families, friends, businesses and 
institutions in our first 100 years.

With the month of January and 
February behind us, let me provide 
a recap of what has happened and 
what’s to come: 

Centennial Skate Rinks: The 
Centennial Celebration started with 
the opening of the Centennial 
Skating Rinks at Berkeley Park. 
Thanks to Mike LeDonne of 
LeDonne True Value Hardware. 
His team of volunteers constructed 
the rinks for public enjoyment of 
ice skating and pond hockey. 
Berkeley Police and Public Works 
were great partners as well in 
making this project a success. 
Ten good skate days were available.
Mother Nature did not fully cooperate 
with our winter plans but skaters of  

all ages enjoyed the ice time in 
January as this was a terrific event to 
kick off the centennial year of events.

Rose Program: We have launched 
the Centennial Rose Program. It is 
designed to highlight the official 
flower of Berkeley. Berkeley was 
proclaimed “The Rose Town” in 1956. 
To honor this, the Centennial 
Committee has partnered with Luurs 
Garden Center to have rose bushes 
available for Berkeley residents this 
spring at a discounted rate. For $20, 
residents can pre-order a rose bush 
to be picked up at Luurs. That’s a $10 
discount from the list price to the 
first 100 bushes reserved. 
Visit www.berkeleyilcentennial.com 
to place a pre-order.

Additionally, we are offering the 
opportunity to purchase a rose bush 
to be planted in our Tribute Garden 
at “Old Settlers Cemetery” 
located at Taft Ave & St Charles Rd. 
You will be able to honor a loved one, 
family member, former Berkeley 
resident, etc. This program will cost 
$50 per rose bush which will be 
professionally planted, fertilized and 
maintained at “Old Settlers”. 
It will receive signage with the name 
of your honoree.

Continued Page 2
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From the Village President’s Desk-cont.

 

  

  

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch

1974 Berkeley Time Capsule: During the 50 year 
celebration of Berkeley, the Golden Jubilee Committee
of 1974 installed a time capsule to be opened after 
another 50 years in 2024. What an exciting project that
this has been to plan for the Centennial Celebration! 
The Berkeley Public Library will host the opening of the 
capsule on Saturday May 18th. Festivities will begin at 
10am. The Berkeley Public Library has activities planned 
for all age groups to enjoy.

The items in the time capsule will be great fun to reveal
and display as we relive events, way of life and glimpse at 
what things were like back in the first 50 years of 
Berkeley’s rich history. The Golden Jubilee committee 
deserves so much praise and thanks for the idea of 
installing the time capsule.

Former resident and 40 year professional broadcaster,
Mr. Tom Stocker, will be on hand to emcee this 
celebration  of Berkeley’s past and present. We thank 
Tom in advance for helping us out. Tom’s parents were 
very much a part of Berkeley’s first 50 years. His dad 
Henry served as a trustee for many years. Tom will share
stories of his family and friends who certainly helped to 
make Berkeley the wonderful community that it is today
and has been for 100 years.

Oats to Roses Volume 2 , 
the History of Berkeley 1974-2024: 
This volume, written by former Berkeley Chief of Police 

Tim Griffin, will also be available on May 18th for all of our 
guests and residents to purchase. Tim has done a great 
job of telling the story of Berkeley through his 
experiences, Village of Berkeley archives, stories from 
former and current residents, employees and 
elected officials.

Details of these and all Centennial events can be found by 
visiting Facebook at www.facebook.com/berkeley2024 
or online at berkeleyilcentennial.com. 

I will close with my reflection of Berkeley and the 
Centennial Celebration: The community of Berkeley 
represents different experiences for so many of current 
and former residents, business owners, employees, police, 
fire, public works staff, Sunnyside, Longfellow, Eugene
Field and McArthur Schools and so many more over our
100 year history. The Berkeley Centennial Committee views
this project as an opportunity 
to bring all of our wonderful history and promising future 
together as one with several events for all ages in 2024. 
“Come Home to Berkeley 2024” invites the entire Berkeley 
community to plan, manage, volunteer and most of all to 
enjoy the company of each other as we all share our life’s 
experiences of what the Village of Berkeley has meant 
to so many families. I thank you all for what you have 
contributed to the Village of Berkeley’s 100 years of success.
Respectfully,
Robert E. Lee Jr.
Mayor, Village of Berkeley

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch is a friendly, welcoming community 
organization committed to keeping our community safe. We encourage all 
residents and business owners to join us in our efforts. You can participate 
by attending meetings, displaying the Neighborhood Watch decal, and 
reporting anysuspicious activity to the police. You can also volunteer to be a 
Block Captain for your block.

Congratulations to our newest Block Captain! 
Mrs. Rosie Robbs on Bohlander Ave. Thank you for your help in keeping 
our community safe. If you are interested in becoming a Block Captain for 
your block, feel free to contact the  Police Department. We also have 
applications at our monthly meetings, along with a helpful guide on what 
being a Block Captain entails.

You can increase your home or business security with our Neighborhood 
Watch window decals. They are FREE of charge and can be picked up at the 
Village Hall, Public Library and the Police Station.

For Crime Prevention Tips, News, and Meeting Information follow us on 
Facebook @berkeleyneighborhoodwatch. You can also contact us at 
berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com
Remember: Together, We Can Keep Our Neighborhood Safe.�      

Please join us for our upcoming 
meetings at the Public Library:
Thursday, March 21, 2024
Thursday, April 18, 2024
Thursday, May 16, 2024
All meetings begin at 6:30pm, 
and we welcome everyone to join 
Refreshments will be provided.
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Berkeley Public Library 

  

 

  

Spring 2024 Events and Programs

Message from the Director:     
As you’re no doubt aware, 2024 marks an amazing 100 years for the Village of Berkeley. Did you know that the 
Berkeley Public Library has been an important part of the community for 78 of those years? Some may 
remember when the Library was a small storefront down the street, or in extra space upstairs in Village Hall 
before relocating to our current building. Our Taft Avenue building opened to the public in June of 1972, 
52 years ago! There are dozens of people who have worked tirelessly to the benefit of this library and, in turn, 
impacted many lives over the decades. Library staff, elected officials, volunteers, and Friends- we have been 
blessed to have so many of these people step forward and ensure that there’s a Berkeley Public Library 
for the betterment of all residents.

Any such list must include Barbara Pellman, who played an absolutely critical role in founding your 
library in 1946. There have been several people with over 25 years of service to the library in one form or 
another: Mary Bondi, Mary Ann Lee, Sonia Stetkus, and Jerry Brown. And we have to share the names of the 
Library Board members who, 52 years ago, oversaw the construction of our beautiful building: Edward Silkaitis, 
Rose Marie Johnson, Michael Delaney, Bruno Warner, Barbara Pellman, and Kay Meiers. We cannot thank them 
enough!

As you’re out and about celebrating the milestone, we hope that you’ll stop in the library. You can see what’s 
changed and we’d love to share our plans for the next 50 years!  

Free Spring Programs

Teen After Hours – Friday, March 29. 5:30-8:30pm. 
The teens take over the library! Movies, gaming, karaoke, laser tag- you decide. Food will be provided. 
Limited space, so sign up today! Registration required. Ages: 13-18.
 
Eclipse Putt-Putt – Saturday, April 6. 12:00-2:00pm. 
Looking for an out-of-this-world way to spend time before the solar eclipse?  Join us for Book Putt-Putt golf in 
the library's lower level during the annual spring book sale.

Eclipse Day – Monday, April 8. 12:00-4:00pm. Join us at the library as we enjoy learning about solar eclipses and 
observe it happening right here in Berkeley. This will be the last full solar eclipse observable in the US until 
2044, so you won't want to miss out.  Eclipse glasses available to attendees.

Butterfly Release – Saturday, May 11. 12:30-1:30pm. Come in for a butterfly themed story and craft; then join us as 
we release our library butterflies.  Butterflies released at 12:30 PM on the south lawn.

100th Day Story Time – Saturday, May 18. 11:00am-12:00pm. Join us in wishing Berkeley a 'Happy 100th Birthday!' 
with a special story time on the day our community celebrates by opening the library's time capsule!

Gaming – Tuesday, March 26 & Thursday, March 28. 3:00-5:00pm. Join your fellow gamers as we battle it out in 
Mario Kart, Super Smash Bros, and other popular games. No registration required. 
                                                                                                                                                                                        
Reptile Event – Saturday, April 13. 1:00-2:30pm. Join us for a live and close-up presentation with reptiles and 
amphibians from around the world.  Presented by Dave DiNaso, Traveling World of Reptiles.
  
To stay up on library events/news, please join us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/.
Please note the library will be closed for the Memorial Day holiday on May 29th.

You may register for 
programs by visiting our 

website at 
www.berkeleypl.org, 

by phone at 
(708) 544-6017, or 

by stopping in! 



 

 

The Berkeley 
Centennial Committee
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Share Your Stories and 
Berkeley Memories! 

www.berkeleyilcentennial.com
Check our website for updates 

and details on all events!

Donate to the Centennial

The Village of Berkeley will be celebrating its 100 year anniversary in 2024. Our
Berkeley Centennial Committee has a number of special events planned throughout
the year and we look forward to you joining us for these celebrations. 

Berkeley still holds a special place in many people’s hearts as the place they grew
up, lived or worked sometime in their life. Our theme for our Centennial is to “Come
Home to Berkeley,” where we are calling those that may have called Berkeley home
to return to celebrate Berkeley’s 100 year anniversary at one of our events.

The Centennial Rose Program
As part of the Berkeley Centennial 1924-2024 Celebration, we have partnered with Luurs Garden Center to 
offer our residents the opportunity to purchase knockout roses to plant to celebrate the Centennial.  Roses will be
available in pink, white, red and yellow. Cost will be $30 per rose bush. 
The first 100 residents will receive a $10 disount and receive their rose bush for $20! 
Preorders can be placed on the Centennial Website at www.berkeleyilcentennial.com/centennial-rose-bush

If you aren't able to plant a rose bush, please consider contributing one to be planted on your behalf to 
honor someone! Tribute Rose Bushes are available for purchse for $50. These roses will be professionally planted 
and maintained at a speial spot at “Old Settler’s Cemetary” at Taft Avenue and St. Charles Road. Each tribute rose
will also have signage to honor the chosen person.
Tribute rose bushes can be purchased at www.berkeleyilcentennial.com/product/memorial-rose-bush/

Whether you own a business, are a current resident, are a former or are simply 
a supporter of our town, there are multiple ways you can contribute to the 
Centennial. Visit our website at www.berkeleyilcentennial.com/donate
and choose a dollar amount you wish to give. Each donor receives something 
special in return for their generosity. 

 Purchase a souvenir from our store!
Attend all the Centennial events sporting a Centennial t-shirt, drink your 
morning coffee from a Centennial mug orpurchase a commemerative 
brick! Available at www.berkeleyilcentennial.com/store 
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GOLF OUTING
& DINNER

JULY 26

Berkeley Centennial Events 
With over 10 events planned,  the Berkeley Centennial will bring together many different entities of the 
village to share in this historic celebration which  will include the unveiling of
the 1974 time capsule at the Berkeley Public Library, a mural unveiling, parade, golf outing, wiffle ball 
tournament and much more! The Berkeley Park District will also be hosting a number of tournaments!

Berkeley Park District Tournaments
Pickleball - April 13     Volleyball - June 8

Cornhole - July 13

1974



 

“Promoting education and awareness of the environment for the health  
and well-being of the community.”

Berkeley Community 
Garden Club

  

  

  

American Legion
Berkeley Post and Auxillary Unit 1016

News from Berkeley Park District

Happy Spring!!  As our season of growth is quickly 
approaching, we at the Berkeley Community Garden Club 
invite you to join us in promoting community, friendship, 
and health, through gardening right here in Berkeley.  
If you are interested in learning more about plot rentals or 
other club events join our Facebook, send an email, 
or give us a call!
Facebook: BerkelelyGardenClub    

The American Legion is a veterans organization supporting veterans 
by giving representation in Congress, as well as helping service-related 
conditions, with our own service officers to process claims with the 
Veterans Administration. The legion family extends to veterans families 
with many programs.  

Veterans with Honorably Discharged Service are welcome to join by 
contacting Post Commander John Asaro (708) 493-2303 or come to a 
meeting for more information. Thank you for your support.  
Here are some of the projected upcoming events:
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March 8th –  Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall
Nomination of post officers
March 15th –  American Legion 103rd Birthday 
March 29th – National Vietnam Veterans Day  
April 12th  –  Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall
Nominations of post officers    

May 10th  –  Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall 
Election of officers, Annual Audit, Miss Poppy  
May 18th Armed Forces Day
May 25-27th Collections for Poppy Day    
May 27th Memorial Day Ceremony 

The Board of Commissioners has been extremely busy 
over the past several months! First, the Board created a 
Decennial Committee to review its operations. The 
Committee was mandated by the State of Illinois to 
review policies, procedures, and planning components 
of the district and to write a “Government E�ciency 
Report” (GER) which would be submitted to the county.
Composed of the �ve elected commissioners and two 
residents, the Committee is required to meet at least four 
times to complete its work. Their �nal report goes to the 
Park District Board for approval on March 6 at 7 pm.

In December the Board was informed that the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)
awarded the Park District a $120,000 grant for the 
expansion of an additional bike path in Berkeley Park. 
(IDNR contribution is $60,000). Because of the intricacies 
of the application and award process, the Village has 
graciously o�ered to help in the administration and 
management of the grant and the construction process. 
We think we’ve gotten over some of the additional
challenges presented by the IDNR to assure them of our 
partnership with the Village and hope
to be moving forward on the project this summer.



 

 

From the Berkeley 
Public Works Department

  

 

  

All brush to be collected must be set out in the residential parkway no later than 7:00 a.m. the day of collection, 
but no earlier than the Saturday or Sunday before the collection day.  Plan your trimming around your scheduled 
pickup to prevent violations. Brush placed in the parkway in advance of scheduled pickup may be ticketed 
by Code Enforcement officials.

Brush Collection Guidelines:
Staff will make only one pass through the Village each 
scheduled day. If a resident should miss that pass, do not 
bring brush out until the next scheduled pick-up day.
 
For the safety of Berkeley residents, Public Works staff 
requests that you do not approach workers who are 
operating chipping machinery such as the wood chipper 
and/or chain saws.
 
Branches must measure between 3 feet and 8 feet in 
length and be placed in the parkway with cut ends toward 
the street. Small twigs can be placed with your weekly 
yard waste pick-up.
 
Brush piles that are badly tangled will not be picked up as 
they represent a safety hazard to personnel.

Please place branches with thorns in a separate pile.
 
Place brush on the parkway in front of your home 
only. Branches placed in alleys are neither easily 
seen nor accessible.
 
Brush placed in cans will be left behind for regular 
weekly garbage/yard waste pickup.

Willow whips, vines, stalks and similar yard 
vegetation must be disposed of with weekly 
yard waste pickup as it causes damage to 
chipping machinery. 

Village Brush Collection Returns in April
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Remove all roots, stumps and dirt. Stumps can 
be disposed of during regular yard waste pickup.
 
Brush containing anything other than branches 
will not be collected.
 
Brush must never be piled to obstruct visibility 
for pedestrians & vehicles nor protrude into 
the roadway.
 
The brush program is for home owners performing 
work themselves. Brush generated by tree services, 
landscape contractors or other services paid for by 
the homeowner are not eligible for this program. 
The homeowner must arrange for removal of any 
contractor-generated brush at their own expense.

Brush collection is not tree removal. The Village will 
not chip a removed tree. This exceeds the intent of 
the program and is the responsibility of the 
homeowner to dispose of properly and includes 
logs larger than 6” in diameter. 

Brush piles that do not adhere to chipping 
requirements will be tagged by Public Works staff. 
The tag will explain why the brush pile was not 
taken and what steps are needed to correct 
the problem.

Follow us on Facebook
Share your pictures and 
memories with us
www.facebook.com/bhs60163
bhs60163@gmail.com
a non-profit organization

Berkeley 
Historical Society

Electronic Waste 
Home Collection 
April 18th
Residents will receive a postcard with
more details. Submit Your Request:
Online: LRSrecycles.com/Berkeley
Email: service@LRSrecycles.com
Phone: 844.Need.LRS



Resources for Older Adults

Berkeley Public Library
www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org 
Phone: 708-544-6017, home-delivered activity packs, chair 
yoga, book clubs, on-line programs, technology training, 
computer and internet-access equipment loans.

Proviso Senior Services*
www.provisotownship.com/servcies/senior-services  
Phone: 708-449-4307, benefits eligibility and referrals, 
handyman services, transportation, medical equipment loans.

Solutions for Care*
www.solutionsforcare.org  
Phone: 708-447-2448, benefit access counseling, information, 
benefits eligibility and referrals, nutrition programs, health 
insurance, energy assistance, eligibility determination and 
linkage for services to assist with activities of daily living.

Age Options*
www.ageoptions.org  
Phone: 708-383-0258
Phone information and assistance *ADRN Aging; Disability 
Resource Network sites: provide up-to-date information and 
quality referrals to individuals with disabilities ages 18-59 and 
to older adults and their family members. ADRNs also provide 
educational programs, benefits access counseling, Adult 
Protection Services and much more.

Blackboard Connect Service

The Village of Berkeley has a Village-wide notification service
(Blackboard Connect) and can communicate information to 
residents and businesses about time-sensitive or common-
interest issues in the instance of an emergency or about local 
community events. If you are interested in receiving these 
notifications, please fill out the following information, cut 
the form out and drop off at the Village Hall (5819 Electric 
Ave.) or you can register online through the Village of 
Berkeley website: www.berkeley.il.us/community/residents/
villagenotificationcenter

Name:

Address:

Phone #:

Email:
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Village of Berkeley
5819 Electric Ave.
Berkeley, IL. 60163  

ECRWSS
Postal Customer Local
Berkeley, IL. 60163

MARCH 2024
Mar. 05   Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m.  

  

    
  

  

  

  

APRIL 2024

Mar. 29

  

Village Hall Closed – Spring Holiday

Apr. 16

  

Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m.

  

  

     

  

Apr. 23

  

Planning Commission – 6:30 p.m.

 

MAY 2024

May 06

  

Brush Pick Up –  West of Taft

May 07

  

Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m.

May 13

  

Brush Pick Up – East of Taft

May 18

  

1974 Time Capsule Opening
at the library – 10:00 a.m.
Activities to follow throughout the day

Memorial Day Ceremony

-

Presorted 
Standard 
ECRWSS 

U.S. Postage

PAID

Melrose Park, IL. 60163 
Permit No. 292

Mar. 19 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Mar. 06

Planning Commission – 6:30 p.m.

Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.

Brush Pick Up –  All town

Apr. 08 Brush Pick Up –  West of Taft
Brush Pick Up –  East of Taft

Apr. 22 Brush Pick Up –  West of Taft

Apr. 24 Police Pension 
Board Meeting – 4:30 p.m.

Apr. 29 Brush Pick Up – East of Taft

Apr. 18 Annual Electronics Recycling

May 20 Brush Pick Up –  West of Taft
May 21 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m.

May 27 Village Hall Closed – Memorial Day
May 28 Brush Pick Up – East of Taft

Join on on Monday, May 27th to celebrate 
Memorial Day. The ceremony at Berkeley
Park will begin at 11am.

Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m.

Apr. 15

Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.
Apr. 02
Apr. 03

Apr. 01

Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.May 01

May 31 Garbage Pick Up (delayed due to holiday)

Mar. 26
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