
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Village President’s Desk 
Greetings Berkeley residents and businesses, 
 
I write to you today on a cold January Sunday morning, knowing that when you receive this 
edition of Berkeley Connects in early March, we will all be ready for spring to arrive. Our 
Midwest climate, the four seasons, while often challenging with its weather-related events, really 
gives us the perspective to plan for the future. “Hope springs eternal,” as the saying goes. We can 
all hope for good and favorable weather but realize that proper planning and working as a team 
is the way of making our collective goals a reality. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to update you on what to expect within the Berkeley 
community for 2022. I have previously reported on the 2021 Strategic Planning seminar of last 
August attended by the Village Board of Trustees, Village Department Heads and facilitated by 
way of an outside planning firm as an opportunity to formally view and plan the direction of the 
growth of the Village over the next 4 years and beyond. Our ultimate effort was the creation of a 
blueprint of goals and objectives to pursue over the next 4 years and in some cases, as some 
projects are very complex, develop and implement them over the next 10 years or more. 
 
The following graphics show a snap shot of some of the goals established over the last three 
strategic plans that have been developed over the previous 16 years. These plans were envisioned 
by many different Trustees, two mayors and various Department Heads, yet implemented 
seamlessly across the evolution of all involved. Several projects have been completed, several 
more are well into the implementation stage and most others are yet at some level of planning. I 
believe this is a credit to our collective vision as a team over many years to collaborate for the 
good of Berkeley and achieve all that we can for our residents while remaining fiscally 
responsible. 
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One of our top initiatives has always been to strive for collaboration with 
our civic partners here in Berkeley. As discussed in the December edition 
of Connects we look forward to upgrades to the Berkeley Public Library 
and the Berkeley Park District as well as Taft Avenue near the Electric 
Avenue intersection. Both the Library and Park District have engaged the 
public for opinion, input and guidance on what the future may hold for 
Berkeley residents. The Village of Berkeley Board of Trustees and our 
dedicated staff, led by Village Administrator Rudy Espiritu, are fully 
committed to support and assist both organizations to bring their projects 
to fruition in whatever capacity that we can. Continued success and 
growth of Berkeley is the common goal. Plans and goals of the Berkeley 
Public Library and Park District are available on their respective websites 
for your benefit. Check them out at your convenience to see some of the 
great changes on the horizon for our Village. 
 

The spring of 2022 will welcome the evolution of the Berkeley Youth 
Baseball Association as it combines with the Village of Hillside to 
become the Berk-Hill Youth Baseball Program. Through the mutual 
efforts of both Villages, shared resources and passion for youth baseball 
will strive to offer baseball for ages 5 through 18 for boys and girls in our 
communities this season. Opening Day is scheduled for Saturday April 
30th with games to be played at renovated Berkeley Park fields as well 
as the Hillside Commons this season. If your child is interested in 
participating, please contact the Village and we will put you in contact 
with the program coordinators. 

  
The Berkeley side of this new organization will be led by Manuel Estremera, a US Army/Vietnam veteran and former player/coach 
of 40 years from Puerto Rico along with his son and Berkeley resident Len Estremera, as well as new coordinators Joe and Frank 
Romano, also a father and son duo who have long been associated with Hillside Baseball. Many thanks to this Berk-Hill Baseball 
leadership team for offering this opportunity for the youth of both Berkeley and Hillside. A rebuilding of the programs from the 
ground up, their shared emphasis will be toward the reignition of enthusiasm for baseball in Berkeley and Hillside. 
 
In two short years, the Village of Berkeley will be celebrating 100 years as a Village, an Illinois Municipal Corporation, with 
corporation anniversary date of May 1924. Talk about planning! The opportunity that we have before us, to host a series of events 
to bring both past and present community together in celebration of this occasion, will require planning, leadership, organizational 
skills and the dedication to follow through on a commitment to serve one’s community. These are unique qualities in a person and 
have been identified in our appointed chairperson of the Berkeley Centennial Committee 2024. 
 
Kathleen Chmura was offered the opportunity to chair the Centennial Committee for our year-long celebration with the help of 
course of our Village Board, staff, past and present residents, family, friends, business community, Library, Park District, and so 
many more people and organizations who wish to “Celebrate Berkeley” and its first 100 years. 
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Kathleen and her husband, Tim, have been Berkeley residents since 1986, raised 3 children, Dan, Katie and Kevin, and have 
been blessed with 4 grandchildren. Kathleen is well known and respected by all who know her. Kathleen’s admirable and 
selfless community service over the last eight years have been spent in a leadership role with the development of the Berkeley 
Community Garden Club, likely the busiest volunteer organization that we have in town. She and her family have always 
supported and assisted their community in all phases, making her appointment a simple decision. Please join me in thanking, 
congratulating and supporting Kathleen as she leads Berkeley toward our Centennial Celebration. This will truly be a 
community-wide event that we can all enjoy. 
 
Finally, I received a letter from a resident requesting that I mention the feeding of wild animals in town. Please be aware 
that Berkeley Municipal Code (6-4B-1A) prohibits this very practice for a very good reason. While some animals may appear 
beautiful, portraying the appearance of being harmless, don’t forget that they are still “wild” animals. Such animals can 
cause damage to property as well as domesticated pets and feeding them will only lead to growing numbers, which in turn 
can lead to harm in some form. Let’s continue to keep Berkeley safe and beautiful for all to enjoy! 
 

Robert E. Lee, Jr. 
Village President  

     

Industrial Pedestrian Connector   
Invest in Cook Grant Award   
 
With support from Cook County Commissioners Frank J. 

Aguilar (16th District) and Sean M. Morrison (17th District) 

Berkeley was awarded an Invest in Cook grant award to further 

engineering for the Industrial Pedestrian Connector.  In 

December, the Cook County Board of Commissioners approved 

funding for transportation projects and initiatives led by the 

County’s Department of Transportation and Highways (DoTH).  
 

DoTH and the Village of Berkeley are partnering to begin work 

associated with their 2021 “Invest in Cook” award that provides 

funding for design engineering of new sidewalks and multi-use paths to enhance cycling and walking connections 

surrounding the retention pond at Morris Avenue and McDermott Drive. This project has commonly referred to as the 

Berkeley Industrial Pedestrian Connector. Improvements include new 6-foot-wide, ADA compliant sidewalks along the 

south side of McDermott Drive between Wolf Road and the reservoir as well as along the west side of Morris Avenue 

between the reservoir and St. Charles Road. An 8-foot-wide ADA compliant multi-use path is proposed around the retention 

pond and will connect to the new sidewalks. The County is providing $50,000 in funding for the project. This investment 

will increase individuals’ access to the Berkeley community.  
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Berkeley Fire Department     
Not So Common Causes for Fires  
This spring the Berkeley Fire Department would like to focus on the not so common causes for fires. If there are any question 
please feel to contact the Fire Prevention Bureau at 708-234-2645.  

1. Product Recall: You can go to the Consumer Product Safety Commission (www.cpsc.gov/en/Recalls/) to inquire about 
items in your home.  

 

2. Loose Outlets: An electrical outlet will start to wear out with repeated use, which can generate heat and perhaps produce 
a fire.  

 

3. Excess Sawdust:  is very susceptible to a flash fire that may cause a larger fire. 
 

4. Powdered Foods: Coffee Creamer, Flour, Powdered Sugar, when using them keep away from an open flame they can 
act like sawdust it will cause a flash fire.  

 

5. Nail Polish Remover: It has an acetone base making it a flammable liquid.  
 

6. Cleaning Products/Pools Chemicals: Improper storage or mixing of certain cleaning supplies can cause harmful vapors 
that may produce enough heat to promote combustion.  

 

7. Batteries: Especially 9-volt Batteries, it is recommended to store batteries in an organized manor. This will prevent them 
from coming in contact with metal items possibly being the cause for ignition of a fire (So not loose in the “junk 
drawer”). 

 

8. Vintage appliances: This is in reverence to the actual use of old appliances found at garage sales, attics, and grandparents 
basements. Be extremely careful, these items were not produced with safeties that are in place today. 

9. Fire Places: Keep all combustible items away the fire box. Use a minimum of three feet in all directions. Most 
importantly use fire screens and glass doors to prevent embers from escaping.  

 

10. Exterior Lights:  Birds like to build nests on top of light fixtures, the twigs and dried leaves used may cause a fire.  
 

11. Glass and crystal decorations: Similar to using a magnifying glass, if the sunlight is coming through the window and 
hitting an object just right; a beam of light may produce with intensity enough to ignite fires.  

 

12. Leaking dishwashers: These are overlooked often, appliances start to become worn and begin to fail as they age or 
frequent use, the leaking water may cause a short which could cause a fire.   

 

13. Oil based paints and wood finishes: When using these products be sure not make a pile of the rags, let the rags air dry, 
Do Not place these rags in the dryer.  

 

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch         
Monthly Safety and Crime Prevention Programs 
Berkeley Neighborhood Watch has been very active in the Community by presenting Monthly Safety and Crime Prevention 
Programs. In December, Police Chief Tim Larem, Deputy Police Chief Dan Bresnahan and Officer William Castellano 
presented and demonstrated on the new “State of the Art” Body Camera Technology that the Police Officers are using daily. 
Our Residents were able to gain a better understanding on how the new technology is being used to keep us all safe. 
Future Meetings at the Public Library beginning at 6:30 pm: 
 Thursday, March 17 - Peter Honigmann, from Best Defense Concepts will be speaking on all aspects of Self Defense, 

Thursday, April 21 & Thursday, May 19  
 Can’t attend in person? Join us on Facebook Live at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch 
 If you wish to be a Block Captain for your street, feel free to contact Officer William Castellano 

at  wcastellano@berkeley.il.us  and he will send you an application, a training guide, and after your approval, a credential 
badge. We also have applications at our Monthly Meetings as well! 

 Our DOOR/WINDOW safety decals are FREE at the Village Hall, Library, and the Police Station. Inquire within to get 
yours today!  

 For Safety Tips, News, and Meeting Information, you can also contact us at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com, 
or through Officer William Castellano at wcastellano@berkeley.il.us  

 

http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Recalls/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fberkeleyneighborhoodwatch&data=04%7C01%7CTCarpenter%40becker.com%7Cd1dc5eafbe7d4d791beb08d9d9ec1cfb%7C97fb1a0766ed498398cd2b41977edc25%7C0%7C0%7C637780430382518853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wscyUiK6sAq9FgEjPiMZbYp9iJYjmUBfd6BVwPeMEvs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:wcastellano@berkeley.il.us
mailto:berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com
mailto:wcastellano@berkeley.il.us
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Berkeley Community Garden Club  
2022 Growing Season  
 
 
               
    

 
 
 
 

Magnificent Mutts and Meows Rescue 
Save the Date - Free Pet Microchip Event 
 
On Saturday March 12, 2022, Magnificent Mutts and Meows Rescue will be hosting a free pet microchip clinic at the 
Berkeley Park District, 1200 Lind Avenue, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. free microchips will be available to the first 200 
attendees so please arrive early. Microchipping is a quick and easy way to ensure the safety of your pet. Microchips can be 
scanned by shelters, rescues, and police stations to help reunite family members with lost pets. 

 
American Legion Post #1016   

April Showers bring May Flowers! 
The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary Post 1016 has faced many new challenges, but we are moving on. Our 

regular meetings will be at the Village Hall.  Here are some of the projected upcoming events: 
MARCH - March 11th Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall 
APRIL - April 8th Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall, April 17th Happy Easter, T/B/D Berkeley Baseball       
Opening Day 
MAY - May 13th Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall, May 21-22 Reenactment, May 30th Memorial Day 
Ceremony 

                 The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary is committed to being a community minded organization. If you are 
interested in becoming a member please contact John Asaro at (708) 493-2303. Thank you for your support.  Commander John 
Asaro. 

 

Berkeley Park District 
 

Please visit our website: www.Berkeleparkdistrict.com for all information about the Berkeley Park District. Check out our 
upcoming programs and special events. You may also visit our Facebook page Berkeley Park District for up to date 
information.  www.facebook.com/berkeley.p.district or call us at 708-544-1935. 

We are looking for you!!  Join Berkeley Garden Club in the 2022 growing 
season.  Grow your own fresh, pesticide free produce in your community.  Help 
support your neighbors by sharing in your bounty and skill.  Strengthen 
Berkeley, young and old through service and celebration.  We offer a fun and 
safe place to be part of the Berkeley community. Like us on Facebook- 
BerkeleyGardenClub  
For more information about membership, plot rentals: 
BerkeleyCommunityGardenClub@Comcast.net or call 630-481-6442    
 

 

  

 

http://www.berkeleparkdistrict.com/
http://www.facebook.com/berkeley.p.district
mailto:BerkeleyCommunityGardenClub@Comcast.net
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Berkeley Public Library 

Fostering the Spirit of Exploration, Learning, and Reading 
Library Closings: 
 
The Library will be closed May 30th in observance of Memorial Day.   
 
 
Spring Programs: 
 
Butterfly Release – Saturday, May 14, 10:30am. Butterflies will be back at the library this Spring. Join us outside on the 
south lawn for a story, craft, and a release party for our butterflies!  
Technology Petting Zoo – March 21, 10:30-11:30am. Attention all Berkeley Seniors age 55+! Come see what electronic 
devices we have available. They have been selected with you in mind. You will be able to try out the devices and ask questions. 
Devices can also be checked out for your use. A light lunch will be provided. Registration is required. 
Special Baseball Storytime – April 2, 10:30-11:30am Let us ‘take you out to the ballgame’ with baseball themed stories, 
crafts. Snacks served.  
Special Earth Storytime – April 30, 10:30-11:30am Join us in the lower level of the library for special Earth themed stories, 
crafts, and a snack.  
Teen After Hours – March 25, 4:00-8:30pm. The teens take over the library! Join us for Nintendo gaming, a movie, and food. 
Registration required, ages 13-18. Limited space, so sign up today!  
 
Recurring Programs: 
 
Adult Book Club – March 9, April 13, May 11, 6:30-7:45pm.  
Adult Bingo – March 14, April 11, May 9, 1:00-2:00pm. Join us for an hour of fun and prizes.  
After School at the BPL – March 1-May 24, 3:30-5:30pm. Looking for something to do after school? Build something 
amazing with Legos, play games on our Nintendo Switch, or play some games or build puzzles! Homework help available when 
needed. Children are encouraged to complete homework first. 
Community Threads – March 1, 15, 6:30-7:30pm. Come in when you can and enjoy the company of other crafters, and stitch 
together a friendship or two! 
Create Club – March 18, April 15, May 20, 4:00-5:00pm. Create Club continues this spring for teens and tweens! Join us for 
the chance to try new crafts that you might not be able to at home. Ages 10-18. Registration requested. 
D&D – March 5, 19, April 2, 16, 30, May 14, 28, 2:00-4:30pm. Always wanted to try D&D? Or already know how to play, 
but looking for a group? Each participant needs their own set of dice. Ages 10-18. Registration is required, limited seating.                                                                                                        
Homeschool Connections (Youth) – Every other Tuesday from January 11-May 1, 1:00-2:30pm.  This program provides 
an opportunity for local homeschooled children to come together and explore. Dress to get messy! Ages: 5+  
Homeschool Connections (Teen) – Every other Tuesday from January 18-May 10,1:00-2:30pm. A program for older 
homeschooled children in the area to get together and explore. Dress to get messy! Ages: 12+  
M&M Teen Bingo – March 4, April 1, May 6, 4:30-5:30pm. Come play BINGO with candy pieces! Winners get to pick from 
cool prizes, but if you don't win, you can still eat M&Ms. Registration requested.  Ages 13-18. 
Senior Monday – March 28, April 25, May 23, 10:30am-12:00pm. Come listen to an informative speaker, play a brain game 
or just enjoy general conversation. Light refreshments will be served.  
Storytime – February 2-May 4, 10:30-11:30am. This program is designed for early readers. Join us each Wednesday at 
10:30am as we read stories and play together. 
Tea and Mystery – March 11, April 8, May 13, 10:30am -12:45pm. Who doesn't like a good Whodunnit Mystery? Come join 
us for a movie. Light refreshments will be served. 
 
Visit our website (www.berkelypl.org) or join us on Facebook at (https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/). 
 

Due to limited seating, registration 
is required for most events/programs.  
Please call us at (708) 544-6017 for 
details. 
 

http://www.berkelypl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/
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Brush Pick-Up Program 
Beautify Berkeley the Right Way 
 

The Village of Berkeley takes great pride in the beautification and maintenance of its community and supports the efforts of 
its residents through its annual brush pickup program. Beginning Monday, April 4th with both sides of the Village, the Berkeley 
Public Works Department will collect brush from residential parkways (see calendar for dates). Pickup dates conveniently 
correspond with the recycling date of each side of the Village. For the purposes of this curbside collection program, “brush” 
collectively refers to tree limbs, branches, pruning, and small shrubs/bushes.  

 All brush to be collected must be set out in the residential parkway no later than 7:00 a.m. the day of collection, but no earlier 
than the Saturday or Sunday before the collection day.  Plan your trimming around your scheduled pickup to prevent potential 
code violations. Use this guide to get the most of our program: 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

• Place brush on the parkway in front of your home only. Branches placed in alleys are neither easily seen nor 
accessible.  

• Do not place brush in cans. Brush placed in cans will be left behind for regular weekly garbage pickup. 
• Willow whips, vines, stalks and similar yard vegetation must be disposed of with weekly yard waste pickup as it 

causes damage to chipping machinery. 
• Remove all roots and dirt. Roots can be disposed of during regular yard waste pickup.  
• Brush containing anything other than branches will not be collected and staff will not sort it. These piles will be 

skipped until garbage has been removed. 
• The brush program is for home owners performing work themselves. Brush generated by tree services, landscape 

contractors or other services paid for by the homeowner are not eligible for this program.  
 

Brush removal is not the same as tree removal. The Village will not chip a removed tree. This exceeds the intent of the 
program and is the responsibility of the homeowner to dispose of properly and includes logs larger than 6” in diameter. 

 
 
     

 

• Public Works will make only one pass through the 
Village each scheduled day. If a resident should miss 
that pass, do not bring brush out until the next 
scheduled pick-up day. 

• For the safety of Berkeley residents, the Public Works 
Department requests that residents do not approach 
workers who are operating chipping machinery such as 
the wood chipper and/or chain saws, as they are used 
with protective equipment with good reason. 

• Branches must measure between 3 feet and 8 feet in 
length and be placed in the parkway with cut ends 
toward the street. Brush piles that are badly tangled will 
not be picked up as they represent a safety hazard to 
personnel. Please place branches with thorns in a 
separate pile. 

  
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://chesterborough.org/event/fall-brush-collection-2019/&psig=AOvVaw2nBCT672LlmjKab25cmY0y&ust=1588339996675000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCxkr2hkOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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MARCH 2022                                   Blackboard Connect Service 
March 01    Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
March 03 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
March 10 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
March 15    Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
March 17 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
March 22 Planning Commission/ZBA – 6:30pm 
March 24  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
March 28    Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.  
March 31    Recycling West of Taft Ave 
 

APRIL 2022 
April 04 1st Brush Pickup – Entire Town 
April 05 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
April 07 1st Yard Waste Pickup 
                    Recycling East of Taft Ave  
April 11 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
April 14     Recycling West of Taft Ave 
April 15  Village Hall Closed - 
    Spring Holiday 
April 18 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
April 19 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
April 21 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
April 25 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
          Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
April 26      Planning Commission/ZBA – 6:30pm 
April 28 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
  

MAY 2022  
May 02       Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
May 03  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m.                      
May 05  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
May 09  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
May 12  Recycling West of Taft Ave   
May 16  Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
May 17       Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
May 19       Recycling East of Taft Ave 
May 23  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
May 24       Planning Commission/ZBA – 6:30pm 
May 26        Recycling West of Taft Ave 
May 30       Village Hall Closed – Memorial Day 
May 31 Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
 

 
       Village of Berkeley 
      5819 Electric Avenue 
     Berkeley, Illinois 60163 
            708-449-8840 

 
 

The Village of Berkeley has a Village-wide notification service 
(Blackboard Connect) and can communicate information to residents 
and businesses about time-sensitive or common-interest issues in the 
instance of an emergency or about local community events. If you are 
interested in receiving these notifications, please fill out the following 
information, cut the form out and drop off at the Village Hall (5819 
Electric Ave.) or you can register online through the Village of Berkeley 
website: 
www.berkeley.il.us/community/residents/villagenotificationcenter 

Name:    ___________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________ 

        __________________________ 
        __________________________ 

 
Phone #: __________________________ 
 
Email:    __________________________ 

 
 

LIHWAP Program 
The Village of Berkeley is participating in LIHWAP (Low Income 

Household Water Assistance Program) through the Community and 
Economic Development Association of Cook County (CEDA). This 
program provides funds to assist low-income households with water and 
wastewater bills. To qualify, you must be a Cook County household 
whose gross income must meet the 200% of federal poverty income 
guidelines.  

 
Residents who need assistance in paying their water bill can visit the 

closest CEDA office for additional help. The closest office to Berkeley 
is located at 6141 Roosevelt Road in Cicero and can be contacted by 
calling 708-222-3824. Additional CEDA sites can be located by going to 
the CEDA website: www.cedaorg.net/sites.  

 
Assistance may also be available through the Salvation Army. They 

can be reached by calling the Proviso Township Office at 708-449-4300. 
 

http://www.berkeley.il.us/community/residents/village
http://www.cedaorg.net/sites?fbclid=IwAR1_D6nfOLVV5Jl2JLFPx2qz1x-t66w9aiFcfC0ZRNlT3cO4JNXJEq6pHSY
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