
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Village President’s Desk 
Good Day Berkeley Residents and Businesses, 
  
The previous edition of “Berkeley Connects” focused on the goals and expectations of 
the Village of Berkeley for the 2020 calendar year. So much has changed since the March 
delivery date that I needed to check my notes before giving you an update on our progress 
for 2020. The following report will try bring you up to date (as of April 26, 2020) on the 
Village of Berkeley and also how we were forever changed as a society and a community. 
 
As Mayor, I declared a State of Emergency in the Village of Berkeley in mid-March due 
to the Coronavirus Pandemic (Covid-19) that has swept the globe. The Shelter in Place 
order by Illinois Governor JB Pritzker will have been in place close to 10 weeks by the 
time this edition is delivered to your home or business. The Berkeley Village Hall closed 
to the public the last week in March 2020. The Administrative staff performs much of 
their work from home, conference phone calls have become the norm. The Police and 
Fire Departments continued to operate and adjusted to weekly, daily and sometimes 
hourly new directives at the State level.  The Public Works Department continues to 
operate with alternating labor schedules for the health and safety of the department. 
Schools closed across the nation from preschool through the collegiate level. Society on 
so many levels are affected across the country and around the world.  
 
In order to defeat this virus, it is broken down in simple terms, “We all need to do our 
part, one person at a time, and collectively we will overcome.” The Village of Berkeley, 
just as communities across the country, continues to do our part to “flatten the curve” 
with the hope to reopen the country as soon as it is safe and responsible. Social distancing 
becomes the norm. We need to stick together by physically staying apart. Wearing a face 
covering in public now becomes a requirement of the Governor’s order. 
 
The Village of Berkeley is very fortunate to have a Board of Trustees who are extremely 
dedicated, confident in the leadership team that manages the day to day operations of our 
community and works as a team to problem solve and carry out the work of the Village. 
Led by Village of Berkeley Administrator Rudy Espiritu, Fire Chief Mike Kuryla, Police 
Chief Tim Larem, Public Works Superintendent Joe Wagner and Assistant to the Village 
Administrator Justyn Miller, the municipality has a leadership team that works 
collaboratively, discusses best and worst case scenarios and executes the plan of action. 
It is with this team in place that we have great faith and confidence that the Village of 
Berkeley is in a very good place in order to deal with this pandemic on the local level. 
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We end the current fiscal year on April 30, 2020 with a budget surplus. We begin a new fiscal year 2020-2021 with a 
balanced budget. The reopening of our economy and the challenges in front of us will certainly affect our revenues and 
Village services in many ways. Rest assured that the Village Board and I are committed to providing the services that 
we deserve and are accustomed to. The public safety and health of our community is as always our #1 responsibility. 
That responsibility is the primary focus of our decision making process. That will never change. Our team is well 
prepared and ready for the challenging days that lie ahead. 
 
I would like thank all of our residents and businesses for respecting the Shelter in Place order. We have all been affected 
in countless ways and will continue to be for a very long time. With adversity, there is change, with change, comes 
opportunity. The opportunity is what we decide to make of it. Many residents have volunteered to help fellow residents 
in need. They saw an opportunity to help others and give back to their community. “We care and we help each other.” 
Very inspirational words, indeed.  
 
Today, April 26, was to be opening day of the Berkeley Youth Baseball season (BYBA). The baseball season did not 
open on time; also, due to the COVID- 19 pandemic shelter in place order there will be an unknown social and 
economic impact of the coronavirus. So, unfortunately the Village of Berkeley Board of Trustees have decided to 
cancel the Annual Summer Concert Series “ Music in the Park “ scheduled for Thursday’s in July as well as the 
Annual Family Fest scheduled for Sunday, August 12, 2020. 
 
This was not an easy decision to make; however, it was unanimous as the Board of Trustees and Village staff all 
remain steadfast in our commitment to protect the safety and health of the Berkeley Community. We will certainly do 
our best to keep you updated on all Village of Berkeley business and the calendar of events as information becomes 
available. 
  
Be well and know that it is an honor for myself, the Board of Trustees and the Berkeley employees to serve this 
community. 
 
Respectfully,        

 
 
Robert E Lee Jr 
Village President  
Village of Berkeley 
 

 
Welcome to Berkeley    
Dollar Tree Grand Opening                                               
                                                                  

             

             

               

The Village of Berkeley would like to Welcome Dollar Tree 
to the Village of Berkeley. Dollar Tree opened its doors to the 
public on February 4, 2020 and is located in Berkeley Square 
next to Torres Fresh Market.  
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Berkeley Code Enforcement/Property Maintenance 
Helpful Tips to Achieve Compliance 
A message from Code Enforcement / Property Maintenance  
It’s that time of year again! Before beginning the summer fun, make sure that our properties are looking their best. 
Remember, a clean, well-kept community not only helps to increase property values but also enhances civic and 
community pride. 
 

Your home is likely one of your largest investments and the Village offers property maintenance inspections to ensure 
that your investment is protected.    
 

If problems are found, the Village of Berkeley and its Property Maintenance / Code Enforcement Division is here to 
assist you.  If you need assistance, know someone in need or are willing to volunteer to assist others with clean-up or 
basic handy work, please contact us and ask about our volunteer assistance program. Helping our neighbors makes us 
a great community!  
 

Lastly, we welcome back the Beautify Berkeley Awards Program where we highlight houses with exceptional curb 
appeal.  The program runs from May-October.  Please send us your address or the address of a neighbor you’d like to 
nominate!    

The Code Enforcement / Property Maintenance Division can be reached at: 
(708) 234 - 2616 or via email at alopez@berkeley.il.us or gbednar@berkeley.il.us 

 
 

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch                

 Creating Community Awareness 
 
Berkeley Neighborhood Watch would like to thank our Village President, Robert Lee, for keeping us informed during 
the COVID-19 pandemic with his weekly Blackboard Connects voicemail message. 
 

 We sponsored a self-defense demonstration on March 12, 2020 which included information on proper use of force, 
identification of imminent threat and best course to take when confronted by an assailant. 

 All meetings at the Village Hall are temporarily suspended due to the pandemic. When we re-open, look for the 
meetings to take place on the second Wednesday of each month beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Sergeant Len Norek is warning us about scams relating to COVID-19. 
Tips on how to protect yourself from Scams: 

 Ignore offers for vaccinations and home test kits. Scammers are selling products to treat or prevent Covid-19 
without proof that they work. 

 Hang up on robocalls. Scammers use illegal sales call to get your money and your personal information. 
 Research before your donate. Don’t let anyone rush you into making a donation. Visit www.ftc.gov/charity to 

receive tips on donating wisely. 
 For the latest information on Covid-19 scams visit the FTC website at www.ftc.gov/coronavirus  
 Our DOOR/WINDOW decals are FREE at the Village Hall and Police Station. 

 You can now help fund us by purchasing through AMAZON SMILE!!   

Contact us at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com, Facebook, or through Sgt. Len Norek (708)449-8226 

 

mailto:alopez@berkeley.il.us
mailto:gbednar@berkeley.il.us
http://www.ftc.gov/charity
http://www.ftc.gov/coronavirus
mailto:berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com
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Berkeley Fire Department     
Outdoor Fire Safety Recommendations 
As this summer approaches we are going to want to finally get together with friends and family that we did not have 
around us for quite some time, so let’s review a few outdoor backyard fire safety topics that are encountered when the 
weather becomes milder.  
 

Grills  
For charcoal grills be sure to keep the whole grill clean of any buildup of grease and ashes helps to avoid flare ups that 
could ignite larger fires. For gas grills, be sure you always operate in an outside, well vented area and prior to its first 
use, test the hose and fittings by applying a mild soap solution over the hose and fittings. If you see bubbles or you 
smell gas or propane, shut off the gas immediately and tighten all of the fittings. Repeat the above test if the leak is still 
present be sure to have your grill safe.  

• Grills should be kept clear of the home, deck or porch rails, from eves, and never used in the garage.  
• Grills should never be left unattended and children should be kept at a safe distance.  
• Only use approved charcoal starter fluid for grills and never add fluid to already lit grills. Keep starter fluid in 

a safe place when not in use.  
• When you are finished grilling allow the coals to cool prior to disposing.  

 

Fire Pits 
• When using a fire pit only use seasoned dry logs. When wet or freshly cut lumber is used, a fire pit becomes a 

nuisance to your neighborhood by producing too much smoke.  
• Only utilize a fire pit at a minimum of fifteen feet from any structure or any other combustible material.  
• Never use flammable liquids when starting a fire, only use dried kindling.  
• Keep a garden hose close by and only use a light spray a straight or focused stream of water may spread the hot 

embers.  
• For gas fire pits, always shut off the gas prior to extinguishing.  

 

Bee Stings  
For the most part insect stings are non-threating to health and only require simple first aid at home, however there are 
occasions that require closer attention determined by a number of factors. The type of insect, location of the sting, the 
number of stings or bites and most importantly the person’s sensitivity and medical history are all important factors. 
The good news is most people are not allergic to bees and wasps. 
 

If you are stung by a bee:  
• Attempt to remove the stinger 
• Clean the area with soap and water 
• Apply an ice pack or cool compress for 20 minutes 
• Monitor for signs and symptoms of a reaction   

 

Allergic Reactions 
Key signs that an individual is having some form of allergic reaction can be recognized from the list below, call 911 
should these symptoms occur.  

• Hives, swelling in the mouth or throat, shortness of breath, nausea or vomiting, chest pain, anxiety, weakness & fainting 
 
 

Stay healthy, stay safe, and if there are any questions contact the Fire Prevention Bureau at 708-234-2645. 
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Berkeley Community Garden Club  

A New Growing Season is Upon Us 
As another growing season is upon us, Berkeley Community Garden Club’s mission continues to be to serve and 
support Berkeley and our neighboring communities through gardening and growing together. This year we have the 
same mission with a slightly different approach.  Unfortunately we will not be holding our community events, such as 
Spring Fest or club-wide clean-up days, or barbecues due to maintain social distancing protocols in place. We also ask 
that you not congregate at the community garden grounds for everyone's safety. Our focus for the 2020 growing season 
will be on growing healthy, pesticide-free produce for our plot renters, members, and neighbors in need.  We will be 
doing this as team at a distance and as always we invite you to rent a plot for your own family, there are still a few left. 
You can also volunteer to maintain a sharing garden plot with crops going to local food pantries supplementing people 
in our community. 
 

We are strong, and together we will grow a robust and vibrant Berkeley.  Please join us in our mission!  The need has 
never been greater! For more info about membership, plot rental or volunteering visit at our Facebook Page: 
BerkelelyGardenClub, or email us at   berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net or call 630.481.6442. 

 

“Promoting education and awareness of the environment  
for the health and well-being of the community.” 

 

Berkeley Public Library 

Fostering the Spirit of Exploration, Learning, and Reading 
Library Closings: 
The Library will be closed on July 4th in observance of Independence Day.  
Notes from the Director:  Every December, library staff begins preparations for the following year's Summer Reading program. One 
of our first decisions is always to pick a theme that will get people excited to read: superheroes, the great outdoors, or maybe mysteries 
and thrillers? We've all seen how strong the sense of community in Berkeley is, so our conversation quickly led us to celebrate that 
theme. “Books Build a Better Berkeley” was chosen after seeing so many thriving community groups, neighbors helping one another, 
and a high level of volunteerism. We're using this summer's program to reinforce and celebrate these ideas!  As we were ramping up 
program ideas, programs, and prizes . . . The public health crisis known as COVID-19 came along. While it's certainly been a scary and 
uncertain time, the library has witnessed our patrons offering to shop for their elderly neighbors, mass-producing face masks to distribute, 
even calling the library to see if we needed anything. In short, this spring and the pandemic have already put a spotlight on the amazing 
community spirit that is alive and well in Berkeley, and that the library chose to draw attention to through our 2020 Summer Reading 
program. Our plans for this summer continue to change out of necessity. As of writing this we're still sadly closed and truly miss seeing 
all of you. When we do reopen (and we're hoping that happens soon!) we will do our best to reintroduce events and services slowly in 
order to keep everyone safe. For those who are immunocompromised or don't feel comfortable visiting us right away, we will be more 
than happy to restart home deliveries once the larger library system is back in full operation.  

See you soon! Ryan & Everyone at the BPL 
Summer Programs: Mammals and More. June 6, 1:00-2:00. We bring the zoo to you! Learn about some of the most unique creatures 
from around the world. Say hello to a sloth, feel the fur of a fox, or pet a pancake tortoise! Limited seating, register today to save your 
spot.  
Kiddieland Remembered. July 11, 1:00-2:00. Join us as Cheryl Brown presents a history of Kiddieland; from 1929-2009. She brings 
with her footage from the auction and memorabilia from the amusement park itself. All ages welcome. Limited seating, register today 
to save your spot. Motown: Music that Moved the World by Gary Wenstrup. August 11, 7:00-8:00. In the 1960’s, Detroit produced 
110 Top Ten Motown hits to be exact!  Using audio and visual content, Gary will trace the amazing musical journey from the power 
soul of "Dancing in the Streets" to the pop soul of The Jackson 5.  

**For more information on other programs, please stop in the library and pick up our spring newsletter or check out our 
website (www.berkeleypl.org) or join us on Facebook at (https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/) 

 

mailto:berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net
http://www.berkeleypl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/
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Become a Leak Detective 
How to locate leaks within your home 
 
If your toilet, sink, or showers have visible leaks, a bigger problem maybe brewing. Sometimes, leaking pipes can drip 
for months before receiving any attention. A leaking pipe wastes water, costs you money, and has the potential to cause 
significant damage to your house. Under normal circumstances, if you can’t locate the source of your rising water bill, 
you can contact the Village to set up a Residential Leak Check and a Public Works staff member can attempt to assist 
in finding the problem. With current distancing restrictions in place to promote the safety of residents and staff alike, 
you can use the following tips to find your own leaks like a pro: 
 

Obvious Signs of Existing Leaks 
 

- Unexplained water bill increases   -    Loud pipes even when water isn’t being used 
- Pools of water collecting in your home  -    Damp carpet 
- Mold & mildew     -    Inadequate water pressure 
- Continually-cycling water heater   -    Toilets that “hiss” or flush when not in use  

 
For most residents, an unexplained water bill increase raises the red flag that something might be wrong. Checking for 
any and all of the above signs is the quickest way to eliminate possible suspects and follow them back to the source. 
However, three of the most difficult signs could use some explanation: 
 

Continually-cycling water heater 
A continually cycling water heater will provide a constant sound of filling the tank. During this scenario, the water 
meter itself can provide you with the knowledge that water is flowing. Movement in the dials of the meter when you 
know that no water is being used within the house can point you in the right direction. If you suspect it is your water 
heater, and the dials are spinning on the water meter, turn off the water source to the water heater and see if it stops the 
meter as well as the sound. 
 

Inadequate water pressure  
If you can’t seem to build up water pressure, there is likely a significant amount of water being used somewhere else 
in the home. Finding the water meter will tell you if water is running. If the dials are turning and no other signs are 
present, make sure that the outside hose bibs or spigots are off. Some staff visits have actually found broken garden 
hoses poring underneath patio decks. 
 

Toilets that “hiss” or flush when not in use 
 
 
The number one culprit in most instances is a faulty 
toilet. Every resident expects to see water in a 
toilet, so it is hard to believe when a leak is present. 
A hissing sound or a “phantom” flush when not in 
use can point to a bad flapper as well as a fill setting 
being too high. One way you can check your toilet 
for leaks is to open the toilet tank (behind the bowl) 
and drop a dye tablet, food coloring or colored 
liquid in, and wait 15 to 20 minutes. When you 
return, look in the toilet bowl, not the tank. If you 
see colored water, then you have a leak. From 
there, a flapper replacement or flush valve 
replacement (the “guts” of your toilet tank) can 
likely save you from future financial headaches. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://www.sunshineplumbingofsouthflorida.com/plumbing-south-florida/leaking-toilet-tank/&psig=AOvVaw0re98QwYOVKPs7eE0e-iYw&ust=1588190173028000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNDB_Jrzi-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAa


 

BERKELEY CONNECTS 

Brush Pick Up Program 
Beautify Berkeley the Right Way 
The Village of Berkeley takes great pride in the beautification and maintenance of its community and supports the 
efforts of its residents through its weekly brush pickup program. The Berkeley Public Works Department collects brush 
from residential parkways every other Monday West of Taft Avenue and East of Taft Avenue. Pickup dates 
conveniently correspond with the recycling date of each side of the Village. With current social distancing efforts in 
place for the protection of both staff members as well as residents, it becomes essential that residents follow the program 
as it has been designed. 

• “Brush” in our program collectively refers to tree 
limbs, branches, pruning, and small shrubs/bushes. 
We do not take logs larger than 6” in diameter.  

• Public Works personnel will make only one pass 
through the Village each scheduled day. If a resident 
misses that pass, do not bring brush out until the next 
scheduled pick-up day. Branches out for two weeks 
between pickups kill parkway grass, end up in the 
street and is unsightly within our community. 

• Residents should never approach workers who are 
operating chipping machinery such as the wood 
chipper and/or chain saws, as they are used with 
protective equipment with good reason. 

• Branches must measure between 3 feet and 8 feet in length and be placed in the parkway with cut ends toward 
the street. Brush piles that are badly tangled will not be picked up as they represent a safety hazard to personnel. 

• Please place branches with thorns in a separate pile. 
• Place brush on the parkway in front of your home only. Branches placed in alleys are neither easily seen nor 

accessible.  
• Brush placed in cans will be left behind for regular weekly garbage pickup. 
• Willow whips, vines, stalks and similar yard vegetation must be disposed of with weekly yard waste pickup as 

it causes damage to chipping machinery. 
• Remove all roots, stumps and dirt. Stumps can be disposed of during regular yard waste pickup.  
• Brush containing anything other than branches will not be collected. 
• Brush must never be piled to obstruct visibility for pedestrians & vehicles nor protrude into the residential 

roadway or right of way. 
• The brush program is for home owners performing work themselves. Brush generated by tree services, 

landscape contractors or other services paid for by the homeowner are not eligible for this program. The 
homeowner must arrange for removal of any contractor-generated brush at their own expense. 

 
The Public Works Department routinely trims and maintains parkway trees throughout the Village each year. Given 
working restrictions, this task has been slowed but efforts remain in place to trim and inspect trees throughout the 
summer. With trees now coming into bloom, this is the prime time for our inspections to identify trees that are no longer 
viable. Please remember that trees are only removed when they are deemed dead or non-viable. Some trees may be 
removed by ComEd request due to entanglement in electrical transmission lines. The Public Works Department does 
not remove trees solely based on falling branches, lateral tree root invasion or simply by request. Our tree population 
is important to our environment here in Berkeley and we appreciate your assistance in preserving that vital part of what 
makes this Village beautiful.  

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https://chesterborough.org/event/fall-brush-collection-2019/&psig=AOvVaw2nBCT672LlmjKab25cmY0y&ust=1588339996675000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMCxkr2hkOkCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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JUNE 2020  
June 01       Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
June 02  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m.  
June 04 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
June 08       Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
June 11 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
June 15       Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
June 16       Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
June 18 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
June 22       Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
June 25       Recycling West of Taft Ave 
June 29       Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
       Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
 
     

JULY 2020 
July 02  Recycling East of Taft Ave 
July 03        Village Hall Closed – 4th of July  
July 06 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
July 07   Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
July 09  Recycling West of Taft Ave  
July 13 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
July 16        Recycling East of Taft Ave 
July 20 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
July 21 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
July 23 Recycling West of Taft Ave 
July 27        Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
          Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
July 30 Recycling East of Taft Ave 
  

AUGUST 2020  
August 03   Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
August 04  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
August 06  Recycling West of Taft Ave 
August 10  Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
August 13  Recycling East of Taft Ave    
August 17  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
August 18   Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
August 20   Recycling West of Taft Ave 
August 24  Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
August 27   Recycling East of Taft Ave  
August 31   Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.  
 

 
       Village of Berkeley 
      5819 Electric Avenue 
     Berkeley, Illinois 60163 
            708-449-8840 

 
 

Scholarship Opportunity 

High School Graduating Students 
 

The Village of Berkeley offers two $500 scholarships to two graduating 
high school students residing in Berkeley and entering college in the 
fall. Applications are available at the Village Hall and on the Village 
website, www.berkeley.il.us.  Applications are being accepted until 
4:30 p.m. on Friday, July 17, 2020. 
 

COVID-19 
Coronavirus Safety Tips & Precautions 
 
STAY HOME                         
SAVE LIVES 

 
Help stop coronavirus 

STAY home as much as you can 
KEEP a safe distance 
WASH hands often 
COVER your cough  
SICK? Call ahead 
 
The best way to prevent illness is to avoid being 
exposed to this virus. Learn how COVID-19 spreads 
and practice these actions to help prevent the spread of 
this illness. 
To help prevent the spread of COVID-19, everyone 
should: 
 

• Clean your hands often, either with soap and 
water for 20 seconds or a hand sanitizer that 
contains at least 60% alcohol. 

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
• Stay at home as much as possible. 
• Put distance between yourself and other people 

(at least 6 feet). 
• Cover your mouth and nose with a cloth face 

cover when around others. 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then 

throw the tissue in the trash. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects 

and surfaces daily. 

 
 

 

http://www.berkeley.il.us/
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