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Greetings Berkeley residents and business owners,

This issue of Berkeley Connects, the last edition for the calendar year, offers the 
opportunity to  reflect on what has been accomplished as a community this past 
year and discuss some of our goals and expectations for 2025.

Starting with financial considerations, I am very pleased to report that for the 5th 
consecutive year, the Berkeley Village Board of Trustees will pass a resolution for 
no increase in property tax for the Village. I invite you to attend the December 3rd 
Village Board meeting where we intend to pass this important resolution 
impacting all of Berkeley for the next fiscal year of May 1, 2025 - April 30, 2026.

Approximately 41% of Village revenues come from your residential property taxes. 
We are also in year 4 of our 10-year water and sewer rate freeze for Berkeley 
residents. Therefore, sound financial planning is critical in order to maintain a 
balanced budget on a regular basis. Village Administrator Rudy Espiritu leads our 
management team of administration, police, fire and public works departments 
to establish a working balanced budget. For the last 5 budget cycles, the Village 
has ended the fiscal year with a surplus of revenue that is then reinvested in 
Village infrastructure improvements, as well as other quality of life improvements,
of which there is always a need.

On the topic of infrastructure, outside engineers conducted a pavement 
assessment study on our 7 miles of roadway within the community in 2022. 
The results of the study determined that over 60% of our roadways are in poor 
condition. Village staff wasted no time with this information and are 
implementing a 12 year plan to rebuild our roadways, sidewalks, curbing, and 
drain systems. This plan will result in an investment of over 32 million dollars 
throughout the community over the next 12 years and it kicks off in 2025.

This spring of 2025, reconstruction of our village streets and sidewalks east of 
Wolf Road will begin in earnest. The engineering study of 2022 found that streets 
east of Wolf Road were rated of poorest quality. Surplus revenue from many years 
of sound fiscal management, combined with grant funding and other internal 
revenue streams will get us to our goal of rebuilding this infrastructure plan 
without referendum or raising your property taxes.
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The first and third Tuesdays  
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Electric Lights Festival Begins December 1st
on the Prairie Path in Berkeley Park 



August 11th, at 10:00am. We invite you to line up your 
family along Bohlander, Taft, or Electric Avenues for a 
wonderful parade featuring vintage and antique cars 
from days gone by. Grand Marshals of distinguished 

Respectfully submitted,
Robert E. Lee Jr.
Village President
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Congratulations to the Village Grant Team for securing $1.4 million dollars to install public sidewalks east of 
Wolf Road. The east side sidewalk program will provide a safer environment, increased property values for 
our residents, as well as enhanced curb appeal in the project area at no cost to the Berkeley resident. 

The Village Grant Team also secured funding of $200,000 for the purpose of relining portions of our 
sanitary sewer system in 2024. Sewer lining technology allows the repair and rehabilitation of our sanitary 
sewers with minimal to no impact to trees, parkways, sidewalks, etc. and can extend the life of an 
underground utility pipe for up to 90 additional years. The Berkeley Public Works Department has 
managed many projects of this nature over the past 20 years with great success. Pointing to the success 
of those previous sanitary lining projects, the Grant Team has already secured another $200,000 to be 
spent in 2025 to further sanitary rehabilitation efforts. The Village Grant Team is always applying for outside 
revenues to enhance and rebuild our community. The money is out there and our team does a 
tremendous job in securing funding to improve Berkeley. For this we are very grateful.

Congratulations to the Berkeley Park District for the construction of an extension to the paved Prairie Path 
“loop” through Berkeley Park. The matching financial grant was secured by the Berkeley Park District and 
co-sponsored by the Village of Berkeley.  The paved asphalt path wraps around the reconstructed baseball 
field, north of the sand volleyball courts and picnic shelter, and returns to the main path west of the 
playground area. This addition to Berkeley Park further enhances the ambiance and beauty of the
 “center” of the Berkeley community.

Progress pictures for the path
project as of early November.

If the weather cooperates, we 
expect this project to be 
done in late November.

Keep an eye on Facebook for 
more progress pictures.

I would like to thank all of our volunteers, business sponsors, community leaders, Berkeley civic 
organizations, and Berkeley residents past and present for the overwhelming participation throughout 
2024 in the “Come Home to Berkeley” Centennial celebrations. The goal of bringing so many together to 
celebrate Berkeley and its first 100 years was certainly achieved. We, as a community, will conclude our 
Centennial events in May 2025 with the installation of a new time capsule. This new capsule will be 
installed in the front courtyard of Village Hall and set to be opened in 2074. You can certainly be a part of 
Berkeley history by participating. Check the Berkeley Centennial webpage for details. 

I close today with a message of gratitude and thankfulness from the entire Berkeley staff and the 
Board of Trustees as we wish you and your family a healthy, prosperous, joyful Christmas and holiday 
season. I have hardly mentioned our public safety team, our police and fire departments, who are 
tremendous everyday here in Berkeley. We all have so much to be thankful for and I hope that you feel 
that Berkeley serves you well.



 

 

 

  

  

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch
Berkeley Neighborhood Watch is actively involved in the community by 
hosting monthly Safety and Crime Prevention Programs.

At our October Meeting, Mrs. Shawnda Steer, Community Parent Liaison with 
PACERs National Bullying Prevention Center, shared valuable insights on the 
National Bullying Prevention Campaign (Unity Day). She also provided 
practical ways to prevent bullying in children and adults and promote 
kindness, acceptance, and inclusion in our community.

Get Involved: If you are interested in becoming a Block Captain for your 
block, feel free to contact the Police Department. We also have applications 
at our monthly meetings, along with a helpful guide on what being a 
Volunteer Block Captain entails.

Enhance Your Security: Our free Neighborhood Watch window decals can 
enhance the security of your home or business. They can be picked up at the 
Police Station, Public Library, and monthly meetings.

Stay Connected: For crime prevention tips, news, and meeting information, 
follow us on Facebook at Berkeley Neighborhood Watch. You can also contact 
us at Berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com

Report Suspicious Activity: If you see something suspicious, report it by 
calling 9-1-1.

Have a Safe and Happy Holiday Season! Felices Pascuas y Prospero Año Nuevo.   

American Legion
Berkeley Post and Auxillary Unit 1016

The American Legion Berkeley Post 1016 and the Legion Auxiliary has been very busy with community events: 
POW/MIA of Harry Jerele repatriation ceremony,  Autum fest, Flag retirement ceremony, and helping with the 
Vietnam Traveling Wall. The Post is getting older and needs some new veterans to step up and start learning to 
take over. Berkeley has a long history of supporting Post 1016, and we are thankful for your support.

Berkeley Newsletter • December • January • February  2024-25     |    www.berkeley.il.us

Berkeley Historical Society
Thank you to everyone who joined us at our September Cemetery Walk. It was amazing 
to see the interest in this Berkeley landmark. If you were unable to attend you can visit 
the cemetery on your own time and take in the history. There are still information 
booklets available to help you along your self-guided tour. Contact the Berkeley 
Historical Society or the Berkeley Public Library to get a booklet.

Follow us on Facebook for upcoming events and news at www.facebook.com/bhs60163
Share your pictures and memories with us on Facebook or email us at bhs60163@gmail.com.

Please join us for our meetings 
at the Public Library:
Thursday, December 19, 2024 -
Holiday Bingo!
Thursday, January 16, 2024 - 
No Meeting
All meetings begin at 6:30pm, 
and we welcome everyone to join 
Refreshments will be provided.

Here are some of the projected upcoming events:
Gifts to the Yanks—TBD Donations can be made to Berkeley American Legion Post 1016, P.O.
Box 892, Hillside, IL 60162
December 13 - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall
January 10 - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall
February 14 - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall

The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary is committed to being a community minded organization. If
you are interested in becoming a member please contact John Asaro at (708) 493-2303. Thank you for
your support.
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A Message from Park Board President Teresa Larem
2024 has been an exciting year for the Berkeley Park District! Our growth has been incredible and we 
would like to thank Berkeley Park District staff, the residents of Berkeley, and the Village of Berkeley for 
their dedication and support during this time. Multiple accomplishments this year include receiving the 
first ever grant for a brand new bike path in Berkeley Park, hiring Administrator Brian Ramsey to work 
alongside Program Director Pete Graham, replacing the roof of Lind Park, and holding community 
Strategic Planning. 

The results of our Strategic Planning allow us to clearly set goals that align with the community desires in 
2025. Stay tuned in the upcoming year for a brand new website and registration process to allow for 
easier online payments.

We hope you are able to enjoy some of the new offerings found in our Winter Program and we look 
forward to serving you in 2025!

Berkeley Park District Seeks Funding for Park Improvements
Recently, the Berkeley Park District completed an application for submittal of an OSLAD Grant (Open 
Space Land Acquisition and Development) through the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. The 
purpose of the Grant is specifically designated for various improvements and upgrades in amenities for 
Berkeley Park and is estimated to cost approximately $312,000. If selected and awarded the Grant, the Park 
District will receive matching funds that would ultimately reduce their expenditures of this project by 50%. 
Determination of the award will not be announced until January of 2025.

Berkeley Community Park is a vital outdoor space for residents of the Berkeley Park District and is in need 
of several improvements to better serve its residents and visitors to the park. The proposed upgrades are 
aimed at enhancing both the usability and accessibility of the park, as well as ensuring it meets the 
evolving recreational needs of the community. These improvements will provide new opportunities for 
outdoor activity, while preserving local ecosystems and creating a more inclusive space for all park- goers.

The existing playground, which consist of two separate play structures, will be replaced by a single, modern
play structure with distinct areas of play for specific age groups; one section designed for ages 2-5, and 
another for ages 5-12. The new play structure will feature an accessible composite surface material, along 
with poured-in-place rubber safety surfacing to ensure safe and accessible play areas for all users. A new 
4-bay swing set will be installed in one area, replacing the current two sets, and will include an adaptive 
swing for those with special needs. The new play area will also receive a barrier curb, providing a clear 
separation between the play areas and the surrounding grass area, improving the safety and creating a
more user-friendly play experience. As part of its commitment to enhancing the park, the district has 
planned the installation of artificial turf for the ballfield infield, making it more durable and accessible for 
players of ages and abilities. A new walking path is also planned, connecting various features within the 
park, which will wind through a new created pollinator garden. This path will not only connect various 



 

Berkeley Park District

 

 

recreational areas within the park, but also provide accessibility while encouraging residents and visitors 
to the park to explore other areas, including the new pollinator garden, which will promote local 
biodiversity as well as enhance beautification of the park. Further, in order to promote physical health and
wellness, several fitness stations will also be added in selected locations along the new walking path for 
residents and visitors alike that enjoy the park for their personal outdoor exercise area.

The Park District is grateful to our residents that have taken an active role in contributing to the 
development of this proposal through various surveys, the implementation of the 2021-25 Park District 
Master Plan, and the countless public meetings that provided constructive input into the design elements 
of this potential project. We remain hopeful that this will be another successful Grant Program that IL-DNR 
will select to fund and will aid the community in building and improving the services as offered through 
the Berkeley Park District.
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Winter Programming - Register at www.berkeleyparkdistrict.com

Berkeley Park District

Loteria Night - December 4 - 7:00-8:30 p.m. - 1200 Lind Ave.
Cost: Free; Registration requested, but walk-ins are welcome
Enjoy a fun-filled, family evening of Loteria (Mexican-style Bingo)! 

Music Together - December 5, 12, 19 - 10:00-10:45 a.m. - 1200 Lind Ave.
Cost: Varies based on number of children attending; Registration required.
A trained Music Together teacher leads the class in singing, dancing, and playing songs that range from 
tender lullabies to boisterous jams using child-friendly percussion instruments.The award winning Family 
Favorites 1  CD is provided to each enrolled family. (CD includes a small booklet insert) 

2nd Annual Holiday Market - December 7 - 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. - 1200 Lind Ave.
Stop by for a unique Christmas gift brought to you by local vendors and artisans. Plus pictures with Santa! 
We are excited to be a part of this year’s Village Holiday Events!

Kid’s Early New Year’s Eve Party - December 31 - 10:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. - 1200 Lind Ave.
Fee: $10 resident / $20 nonresident
Stop by Lind Park to say “Goodbye” to 2024 and welcome in 2025. Noise makers, photo booth, crafts, 
snacks, and refreshments will be provided.

Gymnastics - January 6 - February 12 (Session options available on our website) - 1200 Lind Ave.
Fee: $35 per child Min/Max: 6/8 Taught by Vance Roberson
We are offering this fun new program for our little ones! This will be a great introduction to a gymnastics
program that will get the children moving and tumbling during the 6 week session.
Parent/Child Valentine’s Day Dance - Saturday, February 8 - 7:00 pm-9:00 pm - 1200 Lind Ave.
Fee: $10 per couple
Come have some fun with your child to celebrate Valentine's Day! We will have a DJ, crafts, goodies, a 
photo station and more! Price is per Parent/Child couple.

Mid - Day Fitness Classes - M & W - January 6 - February 26 - 12:00 pm-1:00 pm - 1200 Lind Ave.
Fee: $45 resident / $50 nonresident
We will focus on mobility and stretching to keep you moving and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. This class 
will also focus on increasing your heart rate through high intensity interval training & resistance & weights.

Total Body Reset with Circuit - M & W -  January 6 - February 26- 6:30 pm-7:30 pm - 1200 Lind Ave.
Fee: $45 resident / $50 nonresident
This interval training class uses dumbbells, obstacle courses, and good old fashion body weight to create 
a full body workout. Beginners work at their level; intermediate and advanced students are pushed to
their limit. The class ends with 15 minutes of a team cardio activity

Yoga Strong - M & W -  January 6 - February 26- 7:30 pm-8:30 pm - 1200 Lind Ave. 
Fee: $45 resident / $50 nonresident
Strength and balance are the focus of this yoga practice. It is a flowing, powerful sequence of poses that 
focus on strengthening the powerhouse of the body: the core.



 

 

Berkeley Public Library 

  

 

  

Winter 2024 Events and Programs

You may register for 
programs by visiting our 

website at 
www.berkeleypl.org, 

by phone at 
(708) 544-6017, or 

by stopping in! 

To stay up on library events/news, please join us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/.
Please note the library will be closed on December 24 and 25 for Christmas. December 31 and January 1 for the New 
Year. January 20 for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
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Touch-Tone Tales 
Available 24/7. Enjoy a story from anywhere you have access to a phone!  
Dial in to 708-708-0778 for a picture book, chapter book, joke, or riddle. 
 
Holiday Open House – Saturday, December 7. 1:00-3:00pm
Bring the whole family and celebrate the upcoming holidays at your library! Holiday stories, crafts, hot 
cocoa, and Santa for the kids. Hot tea and apple cider, crafting, and socializing with friends and neighbors 
for the grown ups. 
No registration required!

I-PASS on Demand Event – Saturday, December 14. 11:00am-2:00pm
Free I-PASS Sticker Tags and I - PASS Assist. Sticker Tags available for every passenger vehicle.

Holiday Vacation - Switch Gaming – Thursdays, December 26 & January 2. 1:00-3:00pm 
Don't sit around the house on your school break, come join your fellow gamers as we battle it out in Mario 
Kart, Super Smash Bros, and other popular games!

Crafternoon– Friday, January 3 and February 7. 4:00-5:30pm 
Do you enjoy crafts? Join our monthly social crafternoon! Bring your own project or start something new 
with us! No registration required, all ages welcome!

Fit & Strong – Monday and Thursdays beginning January 6th- April 3rd. 10:00-11:30am 
This is a 90 minute (60 minute workout/30 minute discussion) group exercise and educational program 
lead by an AgeOptions, certified instructor. It is an evidence based program intended to help those with 
osteoarthritis and/or with joint pain, stiffness, joint mobility, and strength. It includes stretching, aerobic, 
and strength training exercises. Registration required.  

Taco'Bout Books– Tuesdays, January 7, February 4. 6:30-7:30pm 
Join us as we introduce another book club at the Berkeley Public Library! Our new group will meet at 
Berkeley's Taco Express once a month to Taco'Bout books. Books available at the library for check out 
before the meeting at Taco Express. Registration requested.

Introduction to Making Mocktails– Saturday, January 11. 1:00-2:30pm 
Join Marcy Lautanen-Raleigh of Backyard Patch Herbs as she demonstrates making mocktails using the 
herbs and spices you have right in your own kitchen cabinet. Registration requested.

"Read 'em and Weed" - Gardening Group– Tuesday, February 18. 6:30-7:45pm
The Berkeley Public Library is happy to introduce a new casual gardening group where you can meet with 
like-minded neighbors and chat plants and all things gardening, swap seedlings, exchange tips, or learn 
new skills. All levels of experience welcome! We will offer printed materials, presentations, and occasional 
guest speakers on a range of topics including natives, pollinators, container gardening, water gardens, and 
more. First meeting February 18th with the debut of our 2025 seed library!
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Donate to the 
Westchester Food Pantry

at the event and receive a 

FREE Hot Chocolate

Village Tree Lighting and 
Electric Lights Festival

Dec 7 - 3PM-5PM - Berkeley Park

Visit the Prairie Path and take in the Village tradition of the
Electric Lights Festival. Light displays, inflatables, holiday music 
and more transform the path for the holiday season. The Village
Tree Lighting will take place at 4:30 p.m. 

PLUS participate in our pinecone scavenger hunt and receive
a special holiday prize! We will also have a Touch-a-Truck demo
featuring Robert E. Lee and Sons!

Mark Your Calendar to ride the holiday train!
The fan favorite ride from the Family Fun Fest is back for the 
holiday season! Join us for a festive ride along the path!  

Featuring Tom’s Hot Chocolate Truck 
Visit the hot chocolate truck from 
3-5 p.m. Cups will be sold for $1 each.
Bring a donation to the Westchester
Food Pantry and receive a cup for free!



Resources for Older Adults

Berkeley Public Library
www.berkeleypl.org  
Phone: 708-544-6017, home-delivered activity packs, chair 
yoga, book clubs, on-line programs, technology training, 
computer and internet-access equipment loans.

Proviso Senior Services
www.provisotownship.com/servcies/senior-services  
Phone: 708-449-4307, benefits eligibility and referrals, 
handyman services, transportation, medical equipment loans.

Solutions for Care
www.solutionsforcare.org  
Phone: 708-447-2448, benefit access counseling, information, 
benefits eligibility and referrals, nutrition programs, health 
insurance, energy assistance, eligibility determination and 
linkage for services to assist with activities of daily living.

Age Care Connections
www.agingcareconnection.org  
Phone: 708-354-1323, information and assistance, options counseling, 
benefits assistance, housing assistance, home repair, and chore 
housekeeping; support for family caregivers and grandparents 
raising grandchildren; free educational and social programs, 
seminars, and classes; referrals and linkages to private, state, and 
federally funded programs and services. 

Blackboard Connect Service

The Village of Berkeley has a Village-wide notification service
(Blackboard Connect) and can communicate information to 
residents and businesses about time-sensitive or common-
interest issues in the instance of an emergency or about local 
community events. If you are interested in receiving these 
notifications, please fill out the following information, cut 
the form out and drop off at the Village Hall (5819 Electric 
Ave.) or you can register online through the Village of 
Berkeley website: www.berkeley.il.us/community/residents/
villagenotificationcenter

Name:

Address:

Phone #:

Email:

Village of Berkeley
5819 Electric Ave.
Berkeley, IL. 60163  
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Dec 27 Garbage Delayed
Village Closed - Christmas Day

Jan 28

Dec 03 Village Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Planning Commission - 6:30 p.m.

Jan 01 Village Closed - New Year’s Day
Jan 02 Delayed Garbage Pick Up

Jan 22 Police Pension Board Meeting - 4:30 p.m.

Dec 25

Village Hall Closed- Presidents’ DayFeb 17 

Dec 04 Administrative Hearing - 2 p.m. 
Dec 07 Village Holiday Events - 1-5 p.m.

Berkeley Public Library Open House
   1-3 p.m.
Berkeley Park District Holiday Market
   1-5 p.m.
Electric Lights Festival & Tree Lighting
   3-5 p.m. 

Dec 17 Planning Commission - 6:30 p.m.

Jan 07 Village Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
Jan 08 Administrative Hearing - 2:00 p.m.

Jan 21 Village Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Feb 25 Planning Commission - 6:30 p.m.

Feb 04 Village Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
Feb 05 Administrative Hearing - 2:00 p.m.
Feb 18 Village Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.

Jan 20 Village Hall Closed - Martin Luther King, Jr Day
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