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From the Village President’s Desk
Changes and Challenges create New Possibilities for Berkeley

Greetings Berkeley residents and our businesses community,

I hope that this edition finds your family healthy and business prosperous as we close out 2019
and prepare for another Chicago winter. The December publication of “Berkeley Connects “
provides an opportunity to recap accomplishments and changes within the community for the
calendar year while looking forward to plans and strategies for the upcoming New Year.

Infrastructure

As previously reported, the flood mitigation project is 95% complete with just a few punch list
items yet to be finished. This improvement to our storm water management has thus far helped
the north and east sides of town as designed by our engineering partners. The main focus and
objective was always to provide overland flood relief with a secondary goal of providing
educational, environmental and fitness benefits to the community.

The “Enhancement Phase” of our project did not receive funding from our mitigation funding
partners, which was understandable and somewhat expected at the time of construction. However,
we did continue to pursue other grant and financial opportunities in order to build upon our
enhancement/destination project for this property (located at the northeast corner of town near
McDermott Dr. and Wolf Rd).

We are working on a draft plan for the enhancements which could include: a continuous walking
path to and around the pond, lighting, benches, 25 different species of trees to be planted (which
will constitute an arboretum), a dog park, a community garden location and other recreational as
well as educational opportunities that this property has the potential for.

The phase 2 plan, | am pleased to report, has been partially financed through grant funding. We
are seeking other grants and revenues to complete the funding so that this project can be built in
2020. Our persistence, patience and good planning seems to be paying off.

Economic Development

The Village of Berkeley is fully committed to improving our commercial business district within
the “St. Charles Rd. Corridor.” The strategic planning began many years ago with the acquisition
of specific properties as they became available, rebuilding the St. Charles Rd. infrastructure and
the road itself and creating a TIF District to enhance economic opportunities for potential
investors as well as offering funding enhancements for our existing businesses. All of this is part
of an ongoing strategic plan of the Village Board of Trustees that is always a work in progress.
We thank Torres Finer Foods and JK’s Restaurant for successfully participating in the TIF Facade
Improvement Program in 2019 and encourage residents to stop by to check out their
improvements.




Economic Development comes in many forms other than retail establishments. We are confident that our approach will indeed
spur the proper economic development in order to fit the needs of our community. The time is right for investment as good
economic conditions exist for investors to call Berkeley home. The Village of Berkeley Strategic Plan calls for staff to work with
professional consultation as well as the Berkeley Economic Development Commission in order to pursue our community goals
and objectives.

Our community goal is to relocate the Berkeley Community Garden site from St. Charles Rd. to a new location off of McDermott
Dr. as mentioned earlier. This would now provide a permanent home to the Berkeley Community Garden Club. As always we
“plan the work and work the plan.” This of course will take time and effort, but the goal is there and wonderful things will happen
when we achieve this goal.

Recreational Marijuana

Starting on January 1%, 2020, the retail sale and consumption of marijuana will be legal in the state of Illinois. With the passage
of this legislation, every individual community in the state would consider whether or not to allow the retail sale of marijuana and
related products within its community borders. Communities had a choice to make to “opt in” or “opt out” regarding this new
societal change acceptance.

The Village of Berkeley Board of Trustees, with a unanimous recommendation from the Village of Berkeley Planning and Zoning
Commission voted on November 5™, 2019, to “opt out” of State legislation and not allow the sale of recreational marijuana within
our borders.

I am very pleased with this result but also very proud of the path and process that the Board of Trustees took to make this decision.
Collaborative efforts among the Village of Berkeley Administrative staff, our legal counsel, the Berkeley Police Department, the
Berkeley Planning and Zoning Commission, the Berkeley Neighborhood Watch Organization, and resident input through public
meetings over the months of September and October led the Village Board to this unanimous declaration.

Public input was sought through online survey requests, invitations to speak at seven open public and posted meetings at the
Berkeley Village Hall, notice of such opportunities through the Village water bill and a written survey available at the lobby of
the Village Hall. A very thorough process was pursued and by all accounts, those who wanted to voice an opinion certainly had
such an opportunity.

The Village of Berkeley did not seek to bring recreational marijuana to our community, but we did find out through a fair
democratic local governmental process that we choose not to have recreational marijuana available for purchase in the Village at
this point in time. Thank you all for your community and professional work in this effort. This decision required a lot of Village
of Berkeley staff time to research, plan and process information in order to guide those public meetings required to reach this
community decision.

Community Events

Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 7" for an afternoon of community pride and celebration as we gather for the Annual
Tree Lighting and Holiday Celebration from 3:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. We will have the judging of the decorated holiday trees, crafts
for kids, and a visit from Santa. We will also have holiday music from Charles Pansino and holiday carolers. This event is hosted
by the Village of Berkeley, Berkeley Park District, Berkeley Community Garden Club, and Berkeley Library.

On behalf to the Board of Trustees and Village Staff which includes our Police, Fire and Public Works Departments, | would like
to wish you all a very Merry Christmas, a safe and happy holiday season and a prosperous year in 2020. We are all proud to serve
the Berkeley Community.

Sincerely,

(=

Robert E Lee Jr
Village President
Village of Berkeley




Berkeley Code Enforcement/Property Maintenance

Winter Survival Suggestions
As winter approaches the thought of snow and ice is inevitable. Let’s keep in mind the following:

In order for the Village to plow the streets effectively and efficiently, vehicles must not park on the Village Street when
there is a potential of two (2) or more inches of snow, keep your garbage and recycling containers off of the streets so
that the trucks can effectively remove the snow, keep the sidewalks shoveled and remember to not throw snow into the
street.

Avoiding accidents is always a priority. Sump-pump discharges are not allowed to discharge onto public property or
cause a nuisance to a neighbor, sump-pump discharge should be maintained at least five (5) feet from any lot
line. Finally, in cold months, discharging on to the public sidewalks or the street will cause ice and the potential for
accidents and injuries.

As always, with extreme weather remember to check on children, the elderly and pets who are outdoors for long periods
of time.

Berkeley Beautify Program
2019 Winners

The Village of Berkeley is honored to announce the winners of the Beautify Berkeley Program for the months of
May — September:

June 1420 Victoria Ave. July 5826 Kouba Dr.

August 1217 Irving Ave.

k™




Berkeley Fire Department gg

Winter Safety Recommendations 2

The Berkeley Fire Department would like to share some winter time safety considerations that should be heeded by all
residents.

During the winter months our homes are tested for their ability to protect us from Mother Nature, here are just a few helpful
safety facts to keep in mind.

o Half of all home heating fires occur in December, January, and February.

e 1in7home fires are related to heating equipment.

e 1in5home fire deaths are because of heating equipment.
Keep anything that will burn at a minimum of 3 feet away from heating devices, these will include fireplaces, wood burning
stoves, furnaces, hot water heaters and space heaters.

If you lose power keep all portable generators outside and away from windows, doorways, and the garage if it is attached or
any place else that will allow fumes and carbon monoxide to drift into the home.

Be sure to have working carbon monoxide detectors in your home and be sure to test them at least once a month.

If using a space heater, it should be the only item plugged into that outlet as we know overloading an outlet is an electrical
hazard.

If you have a fire place, have the chimney and firebox inspected and cleaned annually and store cooled ashes outside the
home in a metal container. This metal container should be placed off of decks, porches and not never in the garage.

As always we hope we do not need to respond to your home or business for a fire, although if we do; we need water from
fire hydrants. Please be aware of where you shovel or blow your snow. Do not cover the fire hydrants. If one is buried please
attempt to clear it, this is a great help.

Any further questions or concerns please contact the Fire Prevention Bureau at the following phone number. 1-708-234-
2645. Have a safe Holiday Season along with a Happy New Year!

American Legion Post #1016

Major Change to our Membership Regulations

All Veterans and Military Personnel are now eligible to become a member of the American Legion. Come join

us at our monthly meetings held the 2" Friday of the month at 7:30pm at the Village of Berkeley Village Hall to become
part of a great organization or drop the America Legion a note at PO Box 892, Hillside, 1L 60162 with your contact
information and we will promptly contact you.

Some of the great activities that the American Legion have been involved:

The Junior Legion decorated 78 toiletry filled bags for the Fisher House and donated 10 lap blankets to Hines Hospital.
The American Legion is collecting food and gift cards to donate to the food pantry at St. Domitilla, and are collecting
clothing items for the Veterans at Hines Hospital (donation box at the Berkeley Village Hall)

Please contact Ted and Marian in c/o American Legion Berkeley post 1016, PO Box 892 Hillside, 1llinois 60162




Berkeley Neighborhood Watch oetios
Berkeley Citizens Police Association (BCPA) w

Exciting News: Berkeley Neighborhood Watch Incorporated, a registered IRS 501(c)(3) charitable organization, was
recently recognized by AmazonSmile as a public charitable organization.

What is AmazonSmile? AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and
shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.

Please come and join us at the Berkeley Village Hall all meetings begin at 6:30 p.m.
December / January / February Meeting Schedule:
Wednesday, December 11th: HOLIDAY SAFETY: GIFTS FOR PERSONAL PROTECTION
Wednesday, January 8": NO MEETING
Wednesday, February 12th: SELF-DEFENSE DEMONSTRATION

You can find Berkeley Neighborhood Watch DOOR/WINDOW decals FREE at the Berkeley Library, Berkeley
Village Hall and Police Station. For more information on all of the BCPA events and how to become a member email
Angi Villafana at angi.villafana@yahoo.com.

Berkeley Little League Baseball
2020 Baseball Registration

Baseball registration will be held once again at the Village of Berkeley Village Hall (5819 Electric Ave.) in the
Bicentennial Room located on the 2" floor. Berkeley Baseball will be registering boys and girls for Coed divisions
ranging in age from 3 to 14. Please come prepared to register your child, also uniforms will be fitted and registration
fees will be accepted.

Registration Dates and Time:

Saturday February 1%, 15t and 29t plus March 14t

Registration will be held from 11am to 3pm each of the above dates.

Fee Schedule and Coed Division Ages:

T-Ball = 3-6 years old = $80/child - Coach Pitch = 7-8 years old (1t - 2"d Grade) = $150/child

Minor Division = 9-10 years old (3" — 4" Grade) = $175/child - Major Division = 11-12 years old (51" — 6t
Grade) = $175/child - Junior Division = 13-14 years old (7! - 8" Grade) = $225/child

The above Registration fees includes the uniform and the Head Coaches’ child plays for free.

The Berkeley Little League 2020 Season kicks off with our annual Berkeley Little League Baseball Parade on
Sunday April 26" with games to follow.

Berkeley Little L eague Baseball is looking for Coaches for all divisions.

You can Pre-register online now to reserve a roster spot for your child at www.berkeleylittleleague.com.

For more information or inquiries please email Berkeley Little League Baseball at berkeleybaseball2016@gmail.com


mailto:angi.villafana@yahoo.com
http://www.berkeleylittleleague.com/
mailto:berkeleybaseball2016@gmail.com

Berkeley Community Garden Club

Another Successful Season

As another busy growing season has come to an end, Berkeley Community Garden Club would like to thank all the folks that
helped our community have another fruitful season. We would like to thank our membership, the Village of Berkeley, specifically
the Public Works Department, the Berkeley Public Library, and all of our other community partners and supporters. Your support
enables our members and plot gardeners to enjoy the benefits of their healthy, pesticide-free, locally grown produce and share
what we grow and as a cooperative group, we donated hundreds of pounds of produce to a number local food pantries servicing
Berkeley residences and neighbors in need. Please join us in our mission: “Promoting education and awareness of the
environment “

For more info about membership, plot rental or upcoming events visit at our Facebook Page- BerkelelyGardenClub, or email us
at berkeleycommunitygardenclub@comcast.net or call 630.481.6442

Berkeley Public Library

Fostering the Spirit of Exploration, Learning, and Reading
The Library will observe holiday closures on 12/24, 12/25, 12/31, 1/1, and 1/20.

Announcements: Volunteer Kits! To meet a growing need in our community, the library will be rolling out a series of new
volunteer opportunities in January. These kits will contain project work to be done at the library in hour increments, with the
library providing all materials and those seeking to volunteer able to do so during library hours.

Hot Spot Lending @ the BPL! The library now has a limited number of hot spots available to be checked out with your Berkeley
Library card. Some restrictions apply, please see staff for more information.

Winter Programs: Winter Reading. Registration opens December 2"9, ends February 8. Looking for something
for your Kids to do this winter? Sign them up for our Winter Reading Program, sponsored by the Chicago Wolves hockey team.
There will be chances to win prizes, Wolves merchandise, and tickets to go to a game! At the end of the program, all registrants
and their families will be invited to a pizza party. Registration Required. Ages 5-15.

Teen and Adult DIY Crafts. December 28" and February 1%, 11:30-12:30. Want to create new and exciting decorations
for your home? Come join us at the library for some new and exciting DIY Teen and Adult crafts. Sign up today!

Seniors Programs: Senior Mondays. December 2nd & 16th, January 13th & 27th, February 10th & 24th, 10:30
AM-12:30 PM. Informational sessions on a wide range of topics, and support organizations in the community for area seniors,
families, and caregivers. Coffee and light refreshments served, no registration required.

Bingocize! Senior Fun & Fitness. December 19, January 16™, February 20, 1:00-2:00 PM. Bingocize is a
preventative health promotion program designed to increase seniors’ physical fitness, health knowledge, and social engagement.
Coffee and light refreshments served, no registration required.

Berkeley Library Senior Advisory Group. December 2", 9:30 AM. Do you have good ideas for future programs or
informational topics for seniors in our community? Would you like to help brainstorm new events, volunteer opportunities, and
more! Please contact Cathy @ 708-544-6017 to participate.

Senior Technology Help. December 16, January 27™, and February 24™, 12:00-1:00 PM. Attention seniors: Do
you need help getting your smartphone set up for e-books, podcasts, or something similar? Bring your questions (and equipment,
if it’s portable) and meet with a library staff member to get help. No registration is required, just stop in!

**Eor more information on other programs for all ages, please stop in the library and pick up our summer newsletter or
check out our website (www.berkelypl.org) or join us on Facebook at (https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/)
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Save the Date
Village of Berkeley Annual Holiday Fest
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"~ Village of Berkeley

Feciat

Saturday, December 7, 2019 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
5819 Electric Avenue, Berkeley, IL

708-449-8840
-Tree Decorating Contest
-Santa
-Tree Lighting
-Light Refreshments
-Holiday Music: Charles Pansino and Holiday Carolers
-Crafts for Kids

Special Thanks To:

-Berkeley Park District

-Berkeley Public Library ‘
-Berkeley Community Garden Club BERKELEY




DECEMBER 2019

Dec.03  Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 05 Recycling East of Taft Ave
Dec. 07 Holiday Festival 3pm — 6pm
Dec. 12 Recycling West of Taft Ave
Dec. 17  Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 19 Recycling East of Taft Ave
Dec. 24  Village Hall Closed — Xmas Eve
Dec. 25  Village Hall Closed — Xmas Day
Dec. 27  Garbage delayed
Recycling West of Taft Ave
Dec. 30  Administrative Hearing — 2:00 p.m.

JANUARY 2020

Jan. 01 Village Hall Closed — New Year’s Day
Jan. 03 Garbage delayed
Recycling East of Taft Ave
Jan. 07 Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 09 Recycling West of Taft Ave
Jan. 16 Recycling East of Taft Ave
Jan. 20 Village Hall Closed - MLK Day
Jan. 21 Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 23 Recycling West of Taft Ave
Jan. 27 Administrative Hearing — 2:00 p.m.
Jan. 30 Recycling East of Taft Ave

FEBRUARY 2020

Feb. 04 Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.

Feb. 06 Recycling West of Taft Ave

Feb. 13 Recycling East of Taft Ave

Feb. 18 Board Meeting — 6:30 p.m.

Feb. 20 Recycling West of Taft Ave

Feb. 24 Administrative Hearing — 2:00 p.m.
Feb. 27 Recycling East of Taft Ave
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Village of Berkeley
5819 Electric Avenue
Berkeley, Illinois 60163
708-449-8840

Winter Weather Reminder

@ Property snow removal

Village Ordinance requires that snow be
removed and stored on the

property it is being cleared - .
from. Depositing snow back &!"

into streets after they have been

cleared can create slippery [l
conditions that impact traffic.

We’ll take care of the rest.

Winter Weather Reminder

Keep hydrants clear

Hydrants can become buried
by snew during the winter. If
you have a hydrant near your
home, please help by
removing snow

when you can.

We’ll take care of the rest.

Winter Weather Reminder

@ No Parking Violations

Code 7-11-1324

Village Ordinance states that
there is no parking allowed on
streets when snow of 2" or more
is predicted or on the pavement.
All vehicles must be removed or

are subject to fines and may be NO PARKING
towed.

We’ll take care of the rest.
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