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From the Village President’s Desk

Greeting Berkeley residents and business owners,

| hope that this hot summer was enjoyable for you and your family and profitable
for your business. With school now back in session, please drive and travel safely
as we will see increased traffic of all kinds with school buses, students walking
and riding their bicycles, parent drop-off zones, and more as our youth return to
school. The construction activity in and around town continues as well, so please
drive the speed limit so that together we continue to keep our community and
our children safe.

In the last edition of the Connects, | mentioned the start of the Village of
Berkeley's 10-year, 60-million-dollar community-wide infrastructure
improvement slate of projects. | am happy to share that phase 1 of the
construction east of Wolf Road is all but complete. The extreme hot weather in
August unfortunately prevented the final install of sod on a few of our blocks.
The cooler temps in September and October will allow that to take place along
with scheduled tree planting and this beautiful phase 1 will be completed.

Thank you to all residents affected by the construction activities for your patience
during this 6-month project. We will all enjoy the community benefits of these
improvements for years to come.

We plan to celebrate the completion of this project with a ribbon cutting
ceremony on Saturday, September 13 from 11:30 am-noon, located at the
intersection of Rohde and Bohlander Avenues. If you can, please consider joining
us. The collaboration of you, the resident, Village elected officials, Berkeley
professionals in Administration, Public Works, and Public Safety, Hancock
Engineering, A-Lamp Construction and, of course, our financial partners at the
local, state and federal level have all spent and afforded great amounts of time
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From the Village President’s Desk - Continued

over the last 5 years to make this project ﬂ
possible. A celebration of those efforts is '
certainly in order.

The next phase of planning and designing is & N ;
well underway, with spring of 2026 to begin :.'"J.':-.\..'::.?i'?l .,E:l 1
construction as our goal. This will occurin =~ ' P
the area north of St Charles Road, between
Taft Avenue and Wolf Road. An estimated
investment of 3.5 million dollars will include
grinding and replacement of the Village
streets, curb and sidewalk repair, alongside
lead service water line replacements
(copper line to replace the lead service line)
and water main rehabilitation. There will be
much more information to area residents : . hd ]
made available as we move through the

process.

| am happy to share that we have new restaurants to welcome to Berkeley. The Very Berry Good Pancake House,
located at the corner of Wolf and St Charles Roads opens in September for breakfast and lunch and will be a great
addition to our community. Please join me in welcoming the owners, Jorge & Claudia Sandoval, to Berkeley and
wish them great success for years to come.

Rocky Chang's, located at 5319 St. Charles Rd. is under new management with an updated menu mixing Asian
fusion with some of the traditional Rocky's favorites. We welcome Chef Oliver Vidallo and wish Rocky Chang's
continued success in Berkeley. Berkeley residents, please patronize these and all Berkeley businesses when you can
support our business community.

| would like to close today with our “Someone You Should Know"” segment and introduce you to Berkeley
resident Machi Nelson.

Machi is a former Sunnyside and MacArthur student and 2025 Proviso West High School graduate who enjoyed a
senior year for the history books. As an avid and decorated basketball player since 6th grade, Machi's passion was
most often contained to the hardwood in area gymnasiums. It wasn't until he joined the Proviso West Track & Field
team for his first ever Track experience that he realized how high he could actually soar. Like a rocket, Machi shot to
championship levels in both the indoor and outdoor high jump, leaping 6’ 6.75" during indoor and 6’ 8.75" during
outdoor to rise above all competitors as a state champion. His accomplishments were further recognized by the
American Multi Ethnic Commission when he was awarded the “Young Sportsman of the Year” honor in June.
During the summer, Machi competed in the USA Track & Field Junior Olympics, where he won the Regional High J
ump title and qualified for the National competition in Savannah, Georgia. Competing against 60 High Jumpers from
across the United States, Machi made his family and his hometown proud finishing 13th in the nation. . .in an event
he had only just begun in March! Congratulations Machi Nelson, someone you should know.
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WESTCHESTER FOOD mHTl-wl WESTCHESTER FOOD PANTRY
33 Y _ R >
‘i. WET HOSE PANTHY P "-- WET HOEE PANTRY
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¢NECESITAS COMIDA?

'~ NEED FOOD?
. NOSOTROS PODEMOS
WE CAN HELP! ODEMOS

The Westchester Food Pantry serves the residents of s Faca T PRSP S R ook B s
Westchester, Berkeley, Bellwood, Broadview, Hines, Berkeley, Bellwood, Broadview, Hines, Hillside, La Grange Park y

Hillside, La Grange Park and Western Springs. Western Springs. Para recibir alimentos, debe tener una

Clients can come to the Pantry once each calendar ”"""“":":" """"’“'r::'“' muestre su ":m""‘ ""”“'"3“"‘”‘
servicio. = ciien F-IJE'dﬂ'II acudir a Pﬂ"hr na ez al mes

month. Please bring reusable shopping bags. reacirit Mo Ao Sl ol e tilizables.

LA DESPENSA ESTA ABIERTA
MIERCOLES 4:30-7PM Y
SABADOS 9-11AM

THE PANTRY IS OPEN 1
WEDNESDAYS 4:30-7PM
AND SATURDAYS 9-11AM

Talk of the Town Toastmasters
Meetings are 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at Berkeley Public Library from 6:00-7:15pm.

Since 1924, Toastmasters International has transformed nearly eight million lives through a simple, yet
powerful, mission: empowering individuals to become more effective coommunicators and leaders.

America n Leg ion Sept 12 - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall

Berkeley Post and Auxillary Unit 1016

The American Legion is a veterans organization

supporting veterans by giving representation Nov TBD - Hillside Veterans Day Parade
in Congress, as well as helping service-related
conditions, with our own service officers to
process claims with the Veterans Administration. Nov 14 - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall
The legion family extends to veterans families with

mMany programs.

Oct 10 - Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall

Nov 11 - Veteran's Day

Veterans with Honorably Discharged Service are
welcome to join by contacting Post Commander

John Asaro (708) 493-2303 or come to a meeting F Iy t h e F I d g !

for more information.

Thank you for your support.
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*You may register for

Berkeley Pu inC Libra ry programs by visiting our

Fall 2025 Events and Programs tuelbs e al
Closures- Thursday, November 27 and Friday, November 28 in www.berkeleypl.org,
observance of Thanksgiving. Late opening- 2:00pm on by phone at
Saturday, September 20 to facilitate staff emergency training. (708) 544-6017, or

Vaccination Clinic- Thursday, September 25. 3:30-6:30pm. by stopping in!
The library is hosting Osco Pharmacy, offering flu, Covid, shingles,
pneumonia, RSV, MMR, hepatitis B, and tetanus. Sign up through our website or using the QR code on
posted flyers and bring your insurance card with you. 10% off groceries with every immunization!

Age Options Medicare Presentation - Monday, September 29. 11:00am-12:00pm.
Have questions about Medicare? A licensed SHIP counselor from Aging Care Connections will be here to
answer all your questions.

Gaming Day - Friday, October 3. 3:30-5:30pm. - Join us for a fun gaming day and enjoy switch gaming,
board games, laser tag, and more! A snack will be provided.

Fall Sale - Saturday, October 4. 11:00am-3:30pm. - Help support the library by attending our Fall Sale.
This year, we are happy to host craft vendors selling their wares just in time for the holidays. The sale will
also feature a homemade baked goods sale, raffle, and book/DVD/CD sale.

Veteran's Donation Drive - October 11 - November 11 - Help us support our local veterans and their
families. ltems most needed are detailed on our website and drop boxes. Donations may be dropped off
at the Library or LeDonne's Hardware.

Salem Witch Trial Presentation and Portrayal* - Saturday, October 18. 1:00-2:00pm. - Accused, a Salem
witch faces her fate. Was she truly a witch? or simply a victim of mass hysteria? Decide for yourself.
Presentation and portrayal by Michelle Gibbons.

Sugar Skull Craft* - Friday, October 24. 4:00-5:00pm. - Join us for our annual sugar skull decorating craft.
Take your craft home or leave it overnight to pick up at our screening of The Book of Life!

Halloween Movie - Saturday, October 25. 1:00-3:00pm. - Join us to watch The Book of Life and pick up
your finished sugar skull craft! Feel free to bring lunch or enjoy popcorn provided by the library.

Special Story Time: Halloween - Friday, October 31. 2:00-3:00pm. - Join us for a special story time full of
fun and spooky stories this Halloween! Children are encouraged to wear their costumes.

Trick-or-Treat at the Library! - Friday, October 31. 3:30-5:30pm. - Stop by to enjoy some Halloween
Goodies! We will be outside, weather permitting.

Puzzle Exchange - Early Drop off: 11/03-11/08, Pickup: 11/10-11/22. - Got a puzzle gathering dust? Bring a
complete puzzle (or several!) and trade it for a "new" challenge! It's simple: bring a puzzle, pick a puzzle.
Dive into a fresh mystery and give your pre-loved puzzles a new home. Happy puzzling!

Family Trivia* - Saturday, November 8. 12:00-1:30pm. - Join us for fun topics on the decades, riddles,
animated films, and more! Compete as a family for a prize.

Cozy Crafting Corner - Monday, November 17. 6:00-7:30pm. - Need a break from the daily grind? Come
relax and rediscover your creative side. Enjoy an evening of laid-back crafting, great conversation,

and warm drinks.

Fall Cupcake Decorating* - Friday, November 22. 12:00-1:00pm. - Calling all teens! Join us for our cupcake

decorating event, which will feature fun fall-themed patterns! Recommended ages are 12-18.
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BERKELEY

PARK DISTRICT

Berkeley Park District Renovation Project A0
Lind Park Field House will be available for
rental upon completion of the project

Due to a scheduled renovation project at the Berkeley Park District, the Lind Park Fieldhouse will be
temporarily unavailable of programs and activities in the month of September. The park district is
planning on replacing the carpeted floor in the main programming room and a couple of office areas,
as well as painting the interior of the building. Prior to the actual start of the project, some minor interior
repairs will also be addressed that were previously caused by a leaking roof and skylights units.

However, the District is pleased to announce that the roof and the skylights units have recently
been replaced, and they are no longer experiencing any further damage to the building.

Once the interior renovations are completed the building will once again be available for programming
and activities, and they will also be permitting room rentals as occasionally requested by the District
residents for family gatherings and/or private events.

The Park District has established a new fee structure for these rentals and is listed
below for your future consideration in using the Lind Park Fieldhouse.

RENTAL PACKAGES COST

Option #1 - Hourly Only $75/hour - $125/hourNR
Option #2 - 5 Hour Package $350/$500NR

Option #3 - 7 Hour Package $500/$700NR

*Deposit - $150; Cancellation Fee $50

Further information will be posted on the Park District welbsite after the Renovation Project is completed,
and the District begins to accept reservations again for Room Rental requests.

Additionally, due to the Renovation Project, the Fall Recreation Programs as well as the Fall Brochure
information will also be delayed and not available until September. Our schedule is as follows:

September 10-12 Fall Program Information posted on the Park District Website
September 14-20 Distribute Fall Program Guide via US Mail to each household
September 21- October 4 Fall Program Registration On-Line

October 5 - December 13 10 weeks of Fall Programs & Activities

If you have any questions about the District’s Fall Program Schedule, please contact the

Berkeley Park District Office at 708-544-1935. Please be aware that the office hours are limited and if you
don't reach the staff please leave a clear message with your name & a phone number where they may
return a call. Someone will get back to you at their earliest opportunity. Follow the Berkeley Park District
on Facebook or view additional information on the Park District's website at www.berkeleyparkdistrict.org

Be On the Lookout for Our Fall Programs Coming Soon!
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We are pleased to announce that the BerkHill Little League Youth Baseball Organization will be
collaborating and joining with the Berkeley Little League, Hillside Little League,

Maywood Little League, Proviso West and Proviso East high school baseball programs, and the
Memorial Park District to begin registration for baseball in January for the 2026 season.

Registration dates:
Saturday, January 24th 2026
Saturday, January 3lst
Saturday, February 7th
10:00am-12:00pm

Location:

5819 Electric Ave, Berkeley, IL 60163

Participants from all Proviso Township cities are
welcome to join the BerkHill Youth Baseball program.

T-Ball: Co-ed 5-6 years old
Coach Pitch: 7-8 years old -
Kids Pitch: 9-10 years old = e i

Email us with any questions at Berkeleybaseball2016@gmail.com
Facebook: https:/mwww.facebook.com/share/1a6zCmUuxQ/

X (Twitter): BerkeleyBYBA

\ ‘ / _ o . . . .
<\ id you know that all residents in Proviso Township are
*l\ {/,/,_ PROVISQO | MENTAL HEALTH eligible for low or no cost behavioral health services through
e |OWNSHIP COMMISSION agency partnerships with The Proviso Township Mental
// ‘\\ Health Commission (PTMHC)?

Whether it's mental health support, a substance use issue, or needing assistance for someone with
intellectual or developmental disabilities, the PTMHC is here for you.

“We're truly a community-based resource that provides behavioral health services using providers right
here in Proviso Township,” said PTMHC Board President Mike Corrigan. “Anyone in Proviso Township can
call and be connected with services.”

To learn more about the PTMHC or to talk with someone about behavioral health services
you can call 708-449-5508 or visit www.PTMHC.org.
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Fall Into Safety with Neighborhood Watch!

Berkeley Neighborhood Watch invites all residents and business owners to join us this fall as we work
together for a safer, stronger community.

We host monthly Safety and Crime Prevention Programs, where our community police officer shares the
latest Crime Blotter and provides valuable crime prevention tips. We also offer opportunities for

volunteers to get involved.
Berkeley
-
Thursday, September 18, 2025 — Cook County Sheriff's NEIgh bnrhnnd
Senior Scams Prevention watnh

Thursday, October 16, 2025 - Fire Safety
Thursday, November 20, 2025 - Topic to be announced

Upcoming Meetings:

All meetings are held at the Public Library and start at 6:30 pm.
Everyone is welcome to attend, and
Light refreshments will be served.

Congratulations to Our Newest Block Captain!
Thomas Billups Sr - 1800 Longfellow Ct

Tu®
(s

If you are interested in becoming a Block Captain for your block, feel free to contact the Police
Department. We also have applications at our monthly meetings, and a helpful guide on what
being a Volunteer Block Captain entails.

Get Involved:

Enhance Your Security:

Our free Neighborhood Watch window decals can enhance the security of your home or business.
They can be picked up at the Police Station, the Public Library, and our monthly meetings.

Stay Connected:

For crime prevention tips, news, and meeting information, follow us on Facebook at Berkeley
Neighborhood Watch. You can also contact us at Berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com
Report Suspicious Activity:

If you see something suspicious, say something by calling 9-1-1.

Together, we can create a safer community!

Berkeley Historical Society

Share your pictures and memories with us on Facebook or email us at
bhse0163@gmail.com.
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SEPTEMBER 2025 Resources for Older Adults
Sept 01 Labor Day - Village Hall Closed L.
Sept 02 Delayed Brush Pick Up - East of Taft Berkeley Public Library

www.berkeleypl.org

Phone: 708-544-6017, home-delivered activity packs, chair
yoga, book clubs, on-line programs, technology training,
computer and internet-access equipment loans.

Sept 05 Delayed Garbage Pick Up

Sept 08 Brush Pick Up - West of Taft.
Sept15 Brush Pick Up - East of Taft
Sept16 Village Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
Sept 22 Brush Pick Up - West of Taft
Sept 23 Planning Commission - 6:30p.m.
Sept 29 Brush Pick Up - East of Taft

Proviso Senior Services*
www.provisotownship.com/servcies/senior-services

Phone: 708-449-4307, benefits eligibility and referrals,
handyman services, transportation, medical equipment loans.

OCTOBER 2025

Oct 04 Autumn Fest on the Prairie Path Solutions for Care”

. www.solutionsforcare.org
gz: 82 'élrﬁ:k:ng;Cieatpo_nvtlk;itpor?%r;tpath Phone: 708-447-2448, benefit access counseling, information,

Oct 07  Village Board Meeting - 630 p.m. beneflts eligibility anq referrals,.nlt,lt.r!tlon programs, health
- insurance, energy assistance, eligibility determination and

Oct 13 Brush Pick Up - East of Taft linkage for services to assist with activities of daily livin

Oct 20 Brush Pick Up - West of Taft 9 y g

Oct 21 Village Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m. Age Options*

Oct 27 Brush Pick Up - East of Taft www.ageoptions.org

Oct 28 Planning Commission - 6:30 p.m. Phone: 708-383-0258

Oct29  Police Pension Fund Meeting - 430p.m. Phone information and assistance *ADRN Aging; Disability

Oct 31 Halloween - Trick-or-Treating Hours - 3-7p.m. Resource Network sites: provide up-to-date information and
quality referrals to individuals with disabilities ages 18-59 and
to older adults and their family members. ADRNs also provide

NOVEMBER 2025 J ©

educational programs, benefits access counseling, Adult
Nov 03 Brush Pick Up - West of Taft Protection Services and much more.
Nov 04 Village Board Meeting - 6:30 p.m.
Nov 10  Brush Pick Up - East of Taft

Nov 11 Veteran's Day - Village Hall Closed

Blackboard Connect Service

The Village of Berkeley has a Village-wide notification service

Nov17  Brush Pick Up - West of Taft (Blackboard Connect) and can communicate information to
Nov18  Village Board Meeting - 630 p.m. residents and businesses about time-sensitive or common-
Nov 24  Final Brush Pick Up - All interest issues in the instance of an emergency or about local
Nov 27  Thanksgiving Day - Village Hall Closed community events. If you are interested in receiving these
Nov 28 Day After Thanksgiving - Village Hall Closed notifications, please fill out the following information, cut
Nov 28 Delayed Garbage Collection due to Holiday the form out and drop off at the Village Hall (5819 Electric
Ave.) or you can register online through the Village of
Berkeley website: www.berkeley.il.us/community/residents/
HALLOWEEN AND villagenotificationcenter
TRICK-OR-TREATING HOURS:
The Village will celebrate Halloween on Name:
Friday, October 3lst with trick-or-treating hours
between 3-7 p.m. Please watch out for children in the Address:
neighborhoods during those hours. Phone #:
Email:
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