
ROBERT E. LEE, JR. 
Village President 

Servicing Our Berkeley Community 
Season’s Greetings Berkeley residents and businesses,  

The holiday season is upon us and 2018 draws to a close. This edition of “Berkeley Matters” 
offers the opportunity to update you on current projects and happenings around town. 

I would like to thank Berkeley American Legion Post 1016 for hosting the 100th Anniversary of 
Armistice Day this past November 11th. Armistice Day commemorates the end of World War I. 
The memorial service took place at Memorial Park on Electric Avenue and was truly a dignified 
remembrance. Thank you to all veterans for your service to our country. We will always 
remember! 

The Berkeley Public Works Department has had extra work on the agenda this past summer with the managing of our 
Flood Mitigation Project.  The expanded retention pond will provide 53 acre feet of additional water storage capacity to 
our storm water management system. This project is over 4 years in the making and nears its completion in the spring.  
Special thanks to Public Works Superintendent Joe Wagner for managing the concerns of contractors, residents and 
business owners throughout the process. There are many times multiple decisions needed to be made while maintaining 
“business as usual” for our community. Superintendent Wagner and his staff are to be commended for bringing this 
project home while still maintaining the level of Public Works services our community has been provided for so many 
years. 

The Village of Berkeley 2017/2018 financial audit was recently completed. This audit is performed annually by 
independent auditors and I am pleased to report this audit has reflected prudent Village finances, a balanced budget and 
Berkeley will once again receive an award for “Excellence in Financial Reporting” from the Government Finance Officers 
Association. Thank you to the Berkeley Village Board of Trustees and our Administrative/Finance team led by Village 
Administrator Rudy Espiritu for the excellent work, year round, to achieve this collective goal. 

The next phase of the Village of Berkeley strategic plan is coming to fruition with an economic development plan to be 
implemented in the spring of 2019. The perpetual “work in progress” continues for planning and development of our 
community. Your continued support of Berkeley businesses are appreciated by all.  

Please join the Berkeley Board of Trustees, Village staff and community organizations for the Holiday Fest and Tree 
Lighting Ceremony on Saturday, December 1st starting at 3 p.m. at the Village Hall Complex, 5819 Electric Avenue. 
Trolley rides will transport residents throughout the day to events at Village Hall, the Berkeley Public Library and the 
Berkeley Community Garden. At 5 p.m. the annual tree lighting ceremony will take place at Village Hall. Please join us as 
we celebrate 2018 together as community. 

It is truly an honor to serve the Berkeley community and on behalf of the Board of Trustees I would like to extend to you 
and your family a wonderful holiday season, and a healthy and prosperous 2019.  We are here to serve this community, 
its future, and are committed to its continued success.  Thank you for your continued support and confidence in our 
team.                                                                                                         Respectfully,  

Robert E. Lee, Jr., President of the Village of Berkeley 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
experiences with others in the community as opportunity arise.  Everyone benefits 
from enhancing citizen understanding of the role and function of their police 
department. 
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REGISTER BY March 1, 2019! 
NAME: DOB: 

 
ADDRESS: CELL #: 

 
EMAIL: 
 

PLEASE SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION TO: 

 OFFICER MANETTI AT THE BERKELEY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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BERKELEY CITIZEN’S POLICE ACADEMY 

The purpose of the Citizen’s Police Academy is 
to foster better communication between 
citizens and police through education.  The 
academy creates a core of well-informed 
citizens who possess greater insight into police 
practices and services.  Attendees are 
encouraged to share their knowledge and  
        

TOPICS INCLUDE 
• Criminal Justice System 
• Becoming A Police Officer 
• Investigations 
• Traffic/DUI Enforcement 
• Community Policing 
• Crime Scene Investigations 
• Drug Enforcement 
• Equipment/Squad Car 

Demonstration 
• Use of Force 
• Scenario Training  
• + Much More 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS: 
18+ Years old 
Live or work in Berkeley 
 
WHEN:  
March 7, 2018 7 p.m. 
Every Thursday night for 8 Weeks 
 

For questions and more information contact:  

Officer K. Manetti at KManetti@berkeley.il.us 

 

mailto:KManetti@berkeley.il.us


 

 

  
In the last couple of years for the 
winter months the Berkeley police 
officers have participated in Beards 
and Badges where officers are 
permitted to grow beards in 
exchange for a donation. The 
donations are used to raise funds 
the Department’s Shop with a Cop 
program. Officers select a 
deserving local family to take 
shopping during the holiday 
season.   

 
 

Congratulations! 

 
Police Chief Larem announces 
promotion of Sergeant Thomas 
Duffy to Commander. Village 
President Lee and the Board of 
Trustees would like to wish 
Commander Duffy much 
success in his new role within 
the department. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Office who spoke on scams targeting the elderly. Neighborhood Watch would 
like to thank Fire Chief Mike Kuryla for his presentation on fire safety.  
 
Congratulations on new block captain Peter Hudson, resident of the 1500 block 
of Speechley Avenue.  If you wish to apply for a block captain’s position, 
contact Officer Len Norek  (708) 449-8226 or lnorek@berkeley.il.us and he will 
send you an application, a training guide and, after your approval, a credential 
badge. 
  
The IRS has recently granted the organization a 501(c) (3) status. Therefore, all 
donations are now tax-deductible.  
 
Remember to display the new Neighborhood Watch decal which can be 
obtained at the Library, Village Hall, and Police Station.   
 
Scheduled meetings:  
- December 12, 2018 
- January – Cancelled 
- February 13, 2019 
 

For safety tips, news and event information, like us on Facebook 
@berkeleyneighborhoodwatch. You can also contact us by email at 
berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com, or write to us PO Box 769, Hillside 
IL 60162.   

Have a Safe and Happy Holiday Season! 
¡Felices Pascuas y Prospero Año Nuevo! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

BERKELEY NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH has sponsored two 
community programs specifically focused on senior 
residents. The organization had a representative of Cook 
County explain the Smart911 system, which all residents 
should sign up for. In addition, Neighborhood Watch 
hosted a representative of the Illinois Attorney General’s  

Berkeley 
Police 

Department 

mailto:lnorek@berkeley.il.us
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Saturday, December 1, 2018 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., the Village of Berkeley will host 
its annual Tree Lighting Ceremony and Holiday Festival at the Berkeley Village Hall 
(located at 5819 Electric Avenue).  
 
The Village will once again be partnering with the Berkeley Park District to showcase the 
Adopt-A-Tree decorating contest along the Prairie Path for attendees to judge. During the 
evening, the main tree, as well as the trees in the park, will be lit. The event will also 
include arts & crafts for children with trolley rides to and from the Berkeley Public Library 
for story time.  
 
Adding to the fun, the Berkeley Community Garden Club plans to roast marshmallows 
and sing carols at the community garden, located on St. Charles Rd. There will be a trolley 
available to shuttle residents from the Village Hall to the community garden to enjoy all 
the festivities. Santa will be present for pictures! 

Donations for the Berkeley Giving Tree to benefit the underprivileged children of School District #87  
will continue to be accepted until December 14th.  Enter a raffle to win a 55” TV, a Fit Versa or a HP 
Chromebook! 

 

 

 

 

VILLAGE HALL 
5819 Electric Avenue 

Berkeley, IL 60163 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday through Friday 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 
Telephone:  

708-449-8840 
 

FAX: 708-449-6189 
 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
5819 Electric Avenue 

Berkeley, IL 60163 
 

Emergency Phone:  911 
 

Non-Emergency Phone: 
708-449-8224 

 
FAX: 708-449-8660 

 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
5819 Electric Avenue 

Berkeley, IL 60163 
 

Emergency Phone: 911 
 

Non-Emergency Phone: 
708-449-9444 

 
FAX: 708-449-2557 

 
 

PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT 
1201 Wolf Rd.         

Berkeley, IL 60163 
 

Telephone:  
708-449-8840 

 
FAX: 708-449-6189 

  

In celebration of Veteran’s Day, the Post and Auxiliary were participants in the Hillside 
Veteran’s Day Parade on November 3th.  It was a great parade with many groups coming 
together to honor our Veterans. Likewise, in honor of Armistice Day, the Village of 
Berkeley and Legion hosted a memorial service to honor the service and bravery of 
servicemen who fought in World War I which ended 100 years ago on November 11, 
1918.   
 
Many organizations in the village are coming together to help with the bags for the 
Veterans.  Helping the Auxiliary are: Berkeley Community Garden Club, Berkeley Library, 
St. Domitilla Seniors, talk about community involvement!  
 
The Legion will be decorating a tree in the park again this year.  Hope everyone gets a 
chance to come out to view the beautiful trees. Look for our tree in the park across from 
the Village Hall.  Come to the tree lighting and the other activities at Holiday Fest!   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Save the Date 
Illinois Tollway Authority will be hosting a Public Outreach Meeting 

on the expansion of the Central Tri-State on January 23, 2019 at 7 p.m. 
 in the Bicentennial Room at Village Hall, all are welcomed! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Berkeley! 

The Village of Berkeley would 
like to highlight two new 
additions to the Berkeley 
business community.   

Eagle Distributors, Inc., has been 
a family owned and operated 
business since 1992.  One of the 
largest polish importing and 
distributing companies in the 
United States with over 1000 
products in over 1500 stores 
nationwide. 

Continental Electric Construction, 
Co. has been building a history 
and track record unequalled in 
Chicago.  A company that 
provided the electrical 
construction that helped build 
the Willis Tower (previously the 
Sears Tower) and also the Water 
Tower Place.  Fourth generation 
of family ownership is now part 
of our Berkeley community. 

Wishing both businesses much 
success in the years to come! 

 
 

Berkeley Park District

Congratulations to all the property owners that won this year!  The Village of 
Berkeley appreciates the hard work and is proud of all of the properties that 
are well maintained.   

If you are up for the challenge, all you have to do is keep your properties 
manicured and wait for us to make contact with you.  For more information on 
the Beautify Berkeley Program, visit our website at www.berkeley.il.us .  Hope 
to see more properties join in 2019! 

In November, we cooperatively hosted a garden themed craft a Berkeley Public 
Library. As is tradition, to close out the season, we will be adopting and 
decorating a Christmas tree for the Village of Berkeley Holiday Fest and Tree 
Lighting program.  We will be serving hot cocoa and tending a bonfire at the 
garden grounds for the Fest on December 1st. We cherish our cooperative 
relationships with other organizations like the Village of Berkeley, Berkeley 
Public Library, Berkeley Public Works, Police and Fire Departments, the 
American Legion to name a few, within Berkeley and beyond. We would love 
to develop more connections through our community.  If you are interested, 
please feel welcome to join our club. Be part of it! Help our community grow! 
Email- BerkeleyCommunityGardenClub@comcast.net or contact us via phone 
at 630-481-6442. 

‘To promote education and awareness of the environment for the health and well-
being of the community.’ 

The Village of Berkeley is pleased to announce the winners of this year’s 
Beautify Berkeley Program: 

As a club, out of our sharing gardens and generous 
club members’ toil we were able to donate over 500 
pounds of organic, nutritious produce to local food 
pantries, and service organizations helping meet our 
community’s needs. We closed out our growing 
season with an exceptionally successful Harvest Fest. 
The weather was perfect; the Polka band delighted; 
our community came together for a celebration of 
bounty and togetherness. 
 

 

1438 Lee Blvd               5540 Hawthorne Ave 5838 Ridge Ave 

5817 Albin Terr. 5820 Huron St. 

http://www.berkeley.il.us/
mailto:BerkeleyCommunityGardenClub@comcast.net


 

 

Seven steps to cold weather safety 
Winter weather has arrived in much of the country. Do you know the signs of hypothermia, and 
what to do if you get frostbite?  

Listen to the weather forecast:  Listen for a wind chill warning. Warnings are based on local 
climate and are issued when significant wind chills are expected.   

Plan ahead: Develop a cold weather safety plan in advance to ensure that safety concerns are 
addressed when it's very cold, or when the wind chill is significant. For example, schools could 
hold recess indoors, outside workers could schedule warm-up breaks, and those involved in 
winter recreation could reduce the amount of time they spend outdoors. 

Dress warmly: Dress in layers, with a wind resistant outer layer, wear a hat, mittens or 
insulated gloves. Keep your face warm with a scarf, neck tube or facemask. Wear warm and 
waterproof footwear. Cover as much exposed skin as possible. Your body's extremities, such as 
the ears, nose, fingers and toes lose heat the fastest.   

Seek shelter:  Get out of the wind and limit the time you spend outside. 

Stay dry: Wet clothing chills the body rapidly.  Remove outer layers of clothing or open your 
coat if you are sweating. 

Keep active: Walking or running will help warm you by generating body heat. 

Be aware: Watch for signs of frostbite and hypothermia. Some people are more susceptible to 
the cold, particularly children, the elderly and those with circulation problems. Check on elderly 
relatives and neighbors to ensure they are warm enough and have sufficient supplies, 
particularly when the weather is cold or snowy. The use of alcohol, tobacco and certain 
medications will increase your susceptibility to cold. 

Hypothermia: Being cold over a prolonged period of time can cause a drop in body temperature 
shivering, confusion and loss of muscular control (e.g., difficulty walking) can occur.  It can 
progress to a life-threatening condition where shivering stops or the person loses 
consciousness. Cardiac arrest may occur. 

What to do: Get medical attention immediately, lay the person down and avoid rough 
handling, particularly if the person is unconscious. Get the person indoors, gently 
remove wet clothing and warm the person gradually and slowly, using available sources 
of heat. 

Frostbite: A more severe condition, where both the skin and the underlying tissue (fat, muscle, 
bone) are frozen, skin appears white and waxy and is hard to the touch. No sensation - the area 
is numb or tingling. 

What to do:  Frostbite can be serious, and can result in amputation. Get medical help!  
Do not rub or massage the area, do not warm the area until you can ensure it will stay 
warm. Warm the area gradually; use body heat, or warm water (104 degrees F to 107 
degrees F) and avoid direct heat which can burn the skin. 

GOOD TO KNOW 

Tornado Sirens are tested 
on the first Tuesday of 

each month 

Board Meetings are 
scheduled for the first 

and third Tuesday of each 
month and are held in the 
Village Hall Bicentennial 

Room  
at 6:30 p.m. 

Plan Commission / ZBA 
Meetings are scheduled 

for the fourth Tuesday of 
each month  
at 6:30 p.m. 

Economic Development 
Commission Meetings are 
scheduled for the second 
Tuesday of each month at 

6:30 p.m. 

When your side of town 
is scheduled for Brush 
Pick-Up, it is also your 

turn for Recycling Pick-Up 

BY THE NUMBERS 

Roy Strom  
(Refuse, Recycling and Yard Waste) 

708-344-5000 

ComEd (Electrical Provider)

1-800-EDISON1 

Nicor (Natural Gas Provider)

1-888-642-6748 

Proviso Township 
Residents Assistance    

708-449-4300 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
A big thank you to the ‘Friends of 
the Berkeley Library’, who 
generously donated 3 new 
notebook computers to the library!  
If you are interested in learning 
more about or joining the Friends, 
please contact Isabel at 
ilabarbera@berkeleypl.org or 708-
544-6017. 
 
Coffee & Western 
January 19 & February 22, 10:30 
a.m. Calling all cowboys, cowgirls, 
cowpokes and everyone who likes 
a good western flick, come enjoy a 
western flick and a cuppa joe. 
 
Senior Mondays 
Every other Monday starting 
December 3, 10:30 a.m.  Drop in for 
coffee, donuts, conversation, and a 
short informative presentation. 
 
After School at the Library 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, & 
Thursdays, 3:30-5 p.m. Homework 
help and an array of fun activities 
for kids - Pokémon gaming, Wii 
gaming, LEGOs, game design, 
Puzzle & Chess days, and science 
workshops. No After School from 
December 25th to January 3rd. 
 
Create Club 
December 21, 4:30 & January 26, 
February 23, 1 p.m. Create Club 
continues this winter, moving to 
Saturday in January. Come and try 
some new crafts! Ages 10 and up. 
Registration required.  
 
Tea & A Murder 
December 8, January 25, February 
16, 10:30 a.m. Come join us for tea 
and biscuits and an old time 
WHODUNIT.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Holiday Closures    

• December 24th & December 25th, Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 
• December 31st & January 1st, New Year’s Eve & New Year’s Day 

 
Santa Trolley Stop 
Saturday, December 1. This year the library will once again be a trolley stop for Santa 
Claus. Please join us for holiday story time, coloring, cookies, and a chance to say hello to 
Santa!  
 
Tween Gift-Makers Days. Join fellow tweens and create a holiday gift for your sister, 
mom, grandma or any other lady you want to surprise this holiday season on December 
11th at 4 p.m. and/or for your brother, dad, grandpa, or any other fellow on December 
13th at 4 p.m.  Ages 8-13.  Registration Required. 
 
Holiday Card Making 
Saturday, December 15th, 1:30-3:30 p.m.  It’s the time of the season where holiday cards 
go out, come join the BPL in creating one of a kind cards.  
 
Incredibles Movie Marathon and Craft 
December 28, 12 p.m. Watch both Incredibles films and create an Incredibles themed 
craft! No registration required. All ages welcome. 
 
Bob Schlacks’ Resume Workshop. January 5, 1 p.m. No cost and all are welcome to 
attend. Hosted by Bob Schlacks, an HR professional with over 20 years’ experience. Come 
put your best foot forward in the new year with a brand new resume. 
 
Holiday Christmas Wrapping & Movie 
December 22, 1 p.m. Send the children downstairs to watch a holiday movie while you 
get to stay upstairs to wrap holiday gifts away from prying eyes. 
 
Tween Book Club – ‘Gets Graphic’ 
January 11 & February 8, 4 – 5:30 p.m.  We’re back! Join fellow tweens (8–13) as we read 
some great books, enjoy each other’s company, and learn new things!  Snack provided. 
Registration required. 
 
Family S.T.E.A.M. Night 
January 14, 6:30 p.m. Come out as a family to have fun using our S.T.E.A.M. toolkits and 
a surprise S.T.E.A.M. activity. 
 
White Elephant Bingo 
January 22, 6:30 p.m. Do you like to play bingo? Did you receive a gift for Christmas that 
just isn't you? Bring it and yourself to White Elephant Bingo. You could win and find 
something you actually like! 
 
Valentine's Day Card Making & Movie 
February 9, Craft 11:30 a.m., Movie 1 p.m. Looking for something fun and safe for your 
children to do near the holiday? Create unique Valentine's Day cards for friends and 
family. Then stick around for a PG movie and free popcorn! BYOLunch. 
 

                                                 
 
 

 

 

 

Berkeley Public Library                       
1637 Taft Avenue – Berkeley IL, 60163                                                           
Phone: 708-544-6017 / FAX: 708-544-7551  
Monday - Thursday 10-9 / Friday 10-6 / Saturday 10-5 
www.berkeleypl.org    
 

 

 

http://www.berkeleypl.org/


December 2018 
Dec. 01 Holiday Festival – 3 p.m. -6 p.m. 
Dec. 04 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 06 Recycling East of Taft Avenue 
Dec. 13 Recycling West of Taft Avenue 
Dec. 14 Final Day for Giving Tree Donations 
Dec. 18 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 20 Recycling East of Taft Avenue 
Dec. 24 /25 Village Hall Closed for the Holidays 
Dec. 28 Garbage Pick Up Due to Holiday 

Recycling West of Taft Avenue 
Dec. 31 Adjudication Hearing – 2:00 p.m 

January 2019 
Jan. 01 Village Hall Closed for New Year’s  
Jan. 04 Garbage Pick Up Due to Holiday 

Recycling East of Taft Avenue 
Jan. 10 Recycling West of Taft Avenue 
Jan. 16 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Jan. 17 Recycling East of Taft Avenue 
Jan. 21 Village Hall Closed in Observ. of MLK Jr.  
Jan. 23 Tollway Public Outreach Meeting @ 7 p.m. 
Jan. 24 Recycling West of Taft Avenue 
Jan. 29 Adjudication Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
Jan. 31 Recycling East of Taft Avenue 

February 2019 
Feb. 05 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 07 Reycling West of Taft Avenue 
Feb. 14 Recycling East of Taft Avenue 
Feb. 19 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Feb. 21 Recycling West of Taft Avenue 
Feb. 26 Adjudication Hearing – 2:00 p.m 
Feb. 28 Recycling East of Taft Avenue 

Village of Berkeley       
5819 Electric Avenue   
Berkeley, IL 60163 

Public Works Department 
The Water Meter Replacement Project began May 1, 2018. 
Public Works staff has completed two passes through the 
west side of town, between Butterfield Rd. and Park Ave. 
and is now completing two passes east of Taft Avenue in the 
area of Republic Bank. Please remember that a Public Works 
staff member will attempt to make contact at your home 
during the day to replace the water meter. Each visit may 
take up to 30 minutes to complete, during which the water 
may be shut off for about 15 minutes. If a resident or 
business owner is not available when a staff member arrives, 
a letter detailing a request for appointments will be left 
behind. Public Works will make visits Monday through Friday 
between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. In an effort to 
help the process, residents can locate their meter, make 
sure that the surrounding area is clear, and test their shut 
off inside the home in advance of any future visits. If your 
shut off is not working, please contact your plumber to have 
it repaired.  

All staff members will be carrying Village identification cards 
and will be driving Village of Berkeley vehicles. If you have 
any concern before letting staff into your home, please feel 
free to call the Village at 708-449-8840. This is the ONLY 
telephone number that will be used during this project. 

 
BYBA registration dates are February 9th and February 16th 
11am-3pm at Village Hall.  Please bring a copy of the player's 
birth certificate.  

T-Ball Division 3-6yrs. old         Coach Pitch 7-8yrs. old 
Minor Division 9-10yrs. old     Little League 11-12yrs. old 
Junior Division 13-14yrs. old   Colt Division 15-16yrs. old 
 

Make sure to attend registration if your player will like to 
play for Berkeley Baseball Little League. Volunteer coaches 
welcome (background check will be conducted).  Coach's kid 
will play for free. For any questions email us at 
berkeleybaseball2016@gmail.com 
 

mailto:berkeleybaseball2016@gmail.com
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