
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

From the Village President’s Desk 
Greetings Berkeley Residents, Business Owners 

The current Village of Berkeley Board of Trustees has been together since 2013 working for 
the welfare and improvement of the Village. We have had the privilege and honor of serving the 
community at all levels. We have made fiscal responsibility, capital improvement projects, 
increased civil services, and the public safety and welfare of our residents, visitors, and business 
community our top responsibility, all while working with a team concept focused on collaborating 
as a single unit of government. The Village Board of Trustees, who are of course residents, are 
elected by the community, sets the policy, determine the direction of the Village and employ the 
very best professional leaders of municipal government to carry out the collective goals of the 
Board. I trust that you may agree with me when I say that the services provided, community 
progress, fiscal responsibility, and above all public safety, have met or exceeded expectations and 
goals set forth. Our leadership team of Administration, Public Safety (Police and Fire 
Departments), and Public Works Department, operate independently with their special services 
but collaboratively work as a team when it comes to providing for the community as a whole. 
Thank you, Rudy Espiritu, Justyn Miller, Tim Larem, Joe Wagner, Ellen Hurley and all Village 
of Berkeley employees for your dedication, the fiscally responsible management of your 
departments and the team approach that you bring to work every day for the betterment of 
Berkeley and for carrying out the vision / strategic planning of the Board of Trustees.  

 
It is within the spirit of working for the greater good that the Village Board of Trustees and 

the Berkeley Park District Board of Commissioners, all elected officials, have formed an Ad-Hoc 
Committee and for the last 18 months, have worked together toward shared progress. The purpose 
of the Ad-Hoc Committee is to meet on a regular basis, collaborate as a team to set specific goals 
for improvements as an organization, and carry out the goals and objectives established as a 
group. I should point out that Village of Berkeley and the Berkeley Park District staff are also 
part of the Ad-Hoc team. The monthly meetings are currently held on the second Wednesday of 
each month at the Berkeley Village Hall at 6:30 pm and are certainly open to the public.  
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From the Village President’s Desk 
 

The Berkeley Park District has limited full time staff to carry out projects and certain day to day activities and operations.  
The Ad-Hoc format offers an opportunity to share services, collaborate as a team and bring improvements to facilities and 
infrastructure that are otherwise very difficult for the Park District to carry out in a timely and fiscally responsible manner. 
Berkeley Park is located at Taft Ave and Electric Ave across from the Village Hall Complex and the main gathering 
destination for community sponsored events. The Park District has taken great effort to engage the community with regard 
to potential remodeling opportunities that will enhance this critical social and family gathering place for years to come. In 
the interim, over the last 18 months our collaborative Ad-Hoc efforts have endeavored to provide meaningful improvements 
while funding for the master plan still comes together for the Park District. Such improvements include: 

• Our first collaboration was interviewing and selecting an architect to help design improvements to Berkeley and 
Lind Parks (2021) 
 

• Partnership study with the Village of Berkeley, the Village of Hillside, and the Berkeley Park District conducted and 
facilitated through grant funding and contributions from the Villages of Berkeley and Hillside by the Chicago 
Metropolitan Agency for Planning to explore future economic and recreational opportunities at this key corridor for 
both communities for this and future generations. (2020-21) 
 

• Another wonderful addition and collaborative effort among the Berkeley Library, Park District and Village saw the 
installation of the Berkeley Story Walk along the Prairie Path, providing stories for children to read while outdoors 
enjoying nature. 
 

• The Berkeley Park lighting project bought and paid for by the Village of Berkeley for reasons of public safety and 
beautification of Berkeley Park. (2021) 
 

• Extensive tree trimming / removal / planting efforts. (on going) 
 

• Improvements to the main baseball field as well as the addition of a tee-ball field with an eye on a future final 
renovation of ball fields upon implementation of the Berkeley Park District Master Plan (ball fields are funded by 
the Illinois Tollway and the IGA agreement with the VOB - 2021) 
 

• Renovation of the picnic shelter and storage building in order to bring up to current standards pending 
implementation of Master Plan which will feature new updated public venues. (2022) 
 

• Upgrades to the existing Tennis courts in order to provide full access to the community including improved drainage, 
remodeled net standards, resurfacing, striping, repairs to all fencing, and the repurposing of the west court in an 
effort to introduce Pickleball to the Berkeley community. These improvements were paid for by the Berkeley Park 
District, Village of Berkeley, and private contractor donations of time and equipment. (2022) 
 

• Village of Berkeley staff collaborated with Park District Commissioners to kick off new programming during the 
summer in the form of Playdates in the Park, with two more sessions still ahead in August and September. (2022)   
 

• American Legion sponsored Military re-enactment weekend at Berkeley Park, a visual and hands on display of all 
conflicts and wars that have been necessary in defense of our freedom. (2021 and 2022) 
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  I would like to thank the Berkeley Park District Commissioners, Village of Berkeley Trustees, Park District Director 
Graham, Village of Berkeley Administrator Espiritu, and Public Works Director Wagner for their dedication and 
collaboration, going over and above to advance Berkeley Park District initiatives for the benefit of all. We have clearly 
accomplished a great deal since the Ad-Hoc team was formed and can and will do so much more for the betterment of the 
quality of life for the Berkeley residents, businesses and visitors to our community for years to come. 
 

The input of residents is certainly greatly appreciated in all of our Village of Berkeley initiatives. Please make a point to 
help your community by getting involved and having your voice heard.                                                              

 
Robert E. Lee Jr. 
Village President  
Village of Berkeley 
 

Berkeley Welcomes Dream Event Space    
Exciting New Business      

 

 

 

 

   

 

Please join the Mayor and Village Board in welcoming 
Dream Event Space Banquet Hall to Berkeley. Dream is 
located at 5245 St. Charles Road. Shaun Sharma & the 
Dream Team began this venture in the midst of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and now Dream is a reality. Dream 
is a destination for all of your special events. Contact 
Dream at 773.372.6600 to book your next special event.  

 

 

Most recently, the Ad-Hoc Committee approved and 
installed the next step in honoring the United States 
Military servicemen and women at Berkeley Park’s 
Memorial Corner by installing flags representing the 6 
Branches of the U.S. Military. Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines, Coast Guard, and Space Force flags are now 
proudly displayed with the flag of the United States of 
America, which is front and center and above all. This 
effort was funded by the Village of Berkeley and 
installed by Public Works through guidance from our 
very own American Legion Post 1016. (2022) 
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Berkeley Fire Department     
“Winter is coming!” 
This may not be Game of Thrones, but the cold of winter will be here soon. It is time to prepare the snow blowers and break 
out the winter clothing and gear. It is time to check the furnace and other heaters to make sure they are performing at their 
peak and they are clear of any storage or debris. “The North remembers” the bitter cold of years past so don’t be caught with 
your guard down. 

The following websites will help you prepare, so review them and have a safe winter season: 
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/coldstress/coldrelatedillnesses.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/winter/duringstorm/indoorsafety.html 
https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/phys_agents/cold_working.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/winter/index.html 

 
Berkeley Neighborhood Watch                

Creating Community Awareness 
Berkeley Neighborhood watch is a very active community organization. All residents and business 
owners are welcome to join us. You can participate by attending meetings, displaying the Neighborhood Watch Decal, and 
reporting suspicious activity to the police. You can also volunteer to be a Block Captain for your street.  The more we work 
together, the safer our community will become.   
 

Upcoming Meeting Dates: Thursday, September 15th, October 20th and November 17th 
All Meetings are held at the Public Library at beginning at 6:30pm. 

All are welcome to join us. Refreshments will be provided. 
 

 Can’t attend in person? Join us on Facebook live at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch 
 

 We are actively recruiting residents to become Block Captains. 
If you wish to be a Block Captain for your street, applications available at our Monthly Meetings! 

 The Neighborhood Watch safety decals are FREE at the Village Hall, Library, and the Police Station. Inquire within to 
get yours today!  
 

For Safety Tips, News, and Meeting Information, like us on Facebook @berkeleyneighborhoodwatch. 

You can also contact us at berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com. 
 

Berkeley Historical Society 
Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who supported our recent fundraiser at Q’s Restaurant in Hillside. A special thank you to Mike and 
his staff for the great hospitality. 
 

Follow us on Facebook for upcoming events and news at www.facebook.com/bhs60163 
Share your Berkeley memories with us on Facebook or email us at bhs60163@gmail.com. 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/coldstress/coldrelatedillnesses.html
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/winter/duringstorm/indoorsafety.html
https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/phys_agents/cold_working.html
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/winter/index.html
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fberkeleyneighborhoodwatch&data=04%7C01%7CTCarpenter%40becker.com%7Cd1dc5eafbe7d4d791beb08d9d9ec1cfb%7C97fb1a0766ed498398cd2b41977edc25%7C0%7C0%7C637780430382518853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wscyUiK6sAq9FgEjPiMZbYp9iJYjmUBfd6BVwPeMEvs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:berkeleyneighborhoodwatch@outlook.com
http://www.facebook.com/bhs60163
mailto:bhs60163@gmail.com


 

BERKELEY CONNECTS 

Save the Date 
Annual Electronic Waste Collection Event 
The Village of Berkeley and LRS have partnered to provide an Electronic Waste (E-Waste) home collection for Village of 
Berkeley’s residents on Thursday October 20th. LRS will only collect accepted e-waste items (refer to list below). Each 
resident will be limited to a total of seven (7) e-waste items with a limit of two total TV’s and / or computer monitors. Tube 
TV’s may not exceed 60” (inches) or 100 pounds and flat screen TV’s may not exceed 60” (inches) or 100 pounds. 
 
E-waste pick –up requests must be submitted by Friday, October 14th by 6:00 p.m. either online at 
LRSrecycles.com/Berkeley or by calling LRS customer service at (844) 633-3577. An informational brochure 
detailing the complete E-Waste Collection Event will be mailed out from LRS Recycling prior to the event.  
 

Accepted Items: 
Cable & Satellite Receivers   Electronic Keyboards & Mice   Video Game Consoles 
Cellular phones    Printers /Copiers / Fax Machines / Scanners DVD Players & Recorders 
Computer (desktop, laptop,   Digital Music Players    Digital Converter Boxes 
notebook, tablets)    TV’s and Computer Monitors   VCR’s 
    

Brush and Yard Waste Pick-Up 
Brush Pick-Up Ends November 28th / Yard Waste Ends December 8th  

 

 

        BRUSH PICK-UP REMINDERS 

• Public Works personnel will make only one 
pass through the Village each scheduled day. 

• Brush piles that are not stacked properly will not 
be picked up as they represent a safety hazard 
to personnel. 

• Brush placed in cans will be left behind for 
regular weekly garbage pickup. 

• Willow whips, vines, stalks and similar yard 
vegetation must be disposed of with weekly 
yard waste pickup as it causes damage to 
chipping machinery. 

• Brush containing anything other than branches 
will not be collected. 

• Brush removal is not the same as tree removal. 
The Village will not chip a removed tree. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Community Seniors 55+ 
Stay Healthy! 
 
The Memorial Park Districts’ Senior Group meets every Tuesday from 11am to 2pm at Eisenhower Community 
Center, 700 Speechley Blvd, Hillside, IL. Membership open to Adults 55+. 

For more information please call (708) 547-3900 Ext. 4. 
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Berkeley Community Garden Club  

2022 Growing Season Recap 
 
As we close out another successful growing season we are filled with gratitude for the opportunity to build community and friendships 
right here in our hometown. Berkeley Community Garden Club would like to thank our many members and local partners!  Together we 
can help Berkeley be a great place to live and thrive.  We beautified our garden grounds and continued our mission of growing pesticide 
free food for our families and neighbors in need.  Going forward we look to celebrate our tenth year growing together and joining the 
village in celebrating our Centennial.  

 
Grow Your Community!!  Become a BCGC member in 2023!    
Like us on Facebook- BerkeleyGardenClub   
For more information about membership, plot rentals, or you are just curious, feel welcome to email us:  
BerkeleyCommunityGardenClub@Comcast.net or call 630-481-6442  
 

American Legion        
Berkeley Post and Unit 1016 
LEAVES ARE FALLING - AUTUMN IS CALLING!! 
 
The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary Post 1016 has faced many new challenges 
regarding the COVID-19 virus. Our regular meetings will be at the Berkeley Village Hall 5819 
Electric Ave.   

SEPTEMBER 
• September 5th      Labor Day – Fly the Flag 
• September 9th      Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall 
• September 11th    National 9/11 Memorial  
• September 15th    5th District meeting to be determined 

OCTOBER  
• October 14th   Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall 

NOVEMBER 
• November 11th  Post 1016 meeting at 7:30pm at Village Hall   
• November 11th              Veterans Day - Fly your flag 

The Berkeley American Legion and Auxiliary is committed to being a community minded organization. If you are 
interested in becoming a member please contact John Asaro at (708) 493-2303. Thank you for your support.   

 
Berkeley Park District 
Check Out Our Upcoming Events 
The Berkeley Park District fall program guide is now all online at our website www.Berkeleyparkdistrict.com. 
    
Please check it out for current and upcoming programs and events.  New programs will be added periodically so be sure to 
check the website for updates. Also be sure to check out our Facebook page for announcements and updates.   

 

 

mailto:BerkeleyCommunityGardenClub@Comcast.net
http://www.berkeleyparkdistrict.com/


 

BERKELEY CONNECTS 

Berkeley Public Library 
2022 Fall Events and Programs 
Holiday Closings: Sept. 5, Nov.24-25, Dec. 24-26, Dec. 31 and Jan.2 
3 

Message from the Director:  
Our sincere thanks to Fran Sloss with the Berkeley Community Garden Club. Thank you so much Fran for all your work to make 
sure our grounds look so good! The library moved to a ‘Fines Free’ format this Summer, with the majority of items no longer 
having overdue fees. We’re also finishing up our first major remodeling project in several decades. New ADA compliant 
restrooms, drinking fountains, and service desks are being installed. The Community Desk returns this fall. We’re lucky to have 
Magdeleno Castaneda from Aurora University joining us. Desk hours and contact details will be on our website. 
 
Fall Programs 
4EVER4 – October 3-10. Republic Bank of Chicago and BPL are hosting ‘4EVER4,’ a photo exhibition celebrating the 60th 
anniversary of the Beatles. The exhibit will be on display during library hours. On Saturday, October 8th, join us for an open 
house with a Beatles historian and light refreshments served from 11:00am – 1:00pm. 
Fall Sale – Saturday, October 1. 11:00am-3:00pm. Help support the Library by attending the Friends Fall Sale. The sale will 
also feature a book/DVD sale, bake sale, and a raffle just in time for the holidays.   
ABC’s of Medicare – Nov. 7. 11:30am-1:00pm. Join expert Sebrena Childs to answer questions about Medicare.  
Chair Yoga – Every Wednesday, from Sept. 7-Nov. 30. 2:00-3:00pm. (No class on 11/23) Victoria Jackson, a certified yoga 
instructor will lead us in gentle exercises. All adults are welcome. Registration required. 
DIY Pumpkin Craft – Oct. 22. 11:30am-1:00pm. We’ll hand pour paint over a decorative pumpkin. Limit: 8.  
First-time Medicare Enrollee – Sept. 7. 6:30-7:30pm. Approaching 65 and have questions about Medicare? Join Sebrena 
Childs to answer questions for those new to Medicare. Registration required. 
Guided Painting with Carolyn – September 24. 1:00-3:00pm. Carolyn, a certified art instructor will guide us through 
painting a lovely picture for you to take home. Materials provided. Limit: 12. Registration required. 
Instant Pot Demo – Nov. 19. 11:30am-1:00pm. Oven full for the holidays? How are you going to make dessert too? Come 
watch us make an Almond Carrot Cake using our instant pot. Registration required. Limit: 8.    
Kitchen Clatter: Canning/Preserves Class – Oct. 15. 1:00-2:30pm. Join Andrea Pracht of “My Kitchen Clatter” as she shows 
preservation by water bath, canning, freezing, & dehydrating. Recipes included. Please register.  
Sugar Skull Craft – Oct. 29, 11:30am-1:00pm. We’ll have our kids’ sugar skull craft and offer skulls as a take home craft! 
Can’t attend the craft? Swing by from Oct. 24th-31st for a sugar skull and directions. Ages: 18 and under.  
Teen After Hours – Fri. Oct. 21, 4:00-8:30pm. Teens take over the library! Please register. Ages: 13-18.  
Trick or Treat @ BPL – Oct. 31, 3:00-7:00pm. Join us for Halloween goodies outside, weather permitting!  
 
Recurring Programs: 
Adult Bingo – September 12, October 10, November 14, December 12. 1:00-2:00pm. Light refreshments served.  
Adult Bunco – September 19, October 17, November 21, December 19. 1:00-2:00pm. Light snack served. 
Adult Book Club – September 14, October 12, November 9, December 14. 6:30-7:45pm.  
Anime Club – September 9, October 14, November 11. 4:00-5:30pm. Registration required. Ages: 10-18. 
D&D – Sept. 3, 17; Oct. 15, 29; Nov. 12, 26. 2:00-4:30pm. Each participant needs their own dice. Ages: 10-18.  
Game Night – Sept. 12, Oct. 10. 5:00-6:00pm. Need a space to play games? Come to BPL game night. Ages: All 
Homeschool Connections (Y) – Every other Tuesday, Sept. 6-Dec. 13. 1:00-2:30pm. Dress to get messy! Ages: 5-12 
Homeschool Connections (T) – Every other Tuesday, Sep. 13-Dec. 6. 1:00-2:30pm. (No class on 11/8) Ages: 12-18. 
Monday Tech Help – Every Monday, Sept. 12-Nov. 28. 12:00-1:00pm.  
Senior Mondays – Sept. 26, Oct. 24, Nov. 28, Dec. 19. 10:30-11:45am. Ages: 55+ 
StoryTime – Every Wednesday from Sept. 7-Dec. 21. 10:30-11:30am. Join us as we read stories and play together. 
Tea and Mystery – Sept. 9, Oct. 14, Nov. 11, Dec. 9. 10:30am-12:45pm. Watch a mystery and enjoy refreshments. Teen 
Advisory Board – Friday, Sept. 29 and Oct. 20, 5:30-6:30pm. Teens can earn volunteer hours by participating in our 
meetings and sharing ideas. Snacks will be available. Registration is required. Ages: 13-18. 
 

We offer programming for youth, teens/tweens, and adults! Visit www.berkelypl.org or join us on Facebook at 
(https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/). 

Registration is required for 
some programs. Register on 
our website or call (708) 544-
6017.  

http://www.berkelypl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/berkeleylibil/
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SEPT. 2022  
Sept 01  Recycling Village Wide 
Sept 05 Village Hall Closed – Labor Day 
Sept 06        Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m.   
                    Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Sept 09 Garbage Delayed 
 Recycling Village Wide 
Sept 12       Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
Sept 15       Recycling Village Wide 
Sept 19       Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Sept 20       Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Sept 22       Recycling Village Wide 
Sept 26       Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
       Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
Sept 27       Planning Commission – 6:30 p.m. 
  

OCT. 2022 
Oct 03 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Oct 04   Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Oct 06  Recycling Village Wide 
Oct 08 Autumn Fest – 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Oct 09 Autumn Fest – 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Oct 10 Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
Oct 13         Recycling Village Wide 
Oct 17 Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Oct 18 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Oct 20 Recycling Village Wide 
 Electronics Recycling  
Oct 24         Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave  
Oct 25        Planning Commission – 6:30 p.m. 
Oct 27 Recycling Village Wide 
Oct 31   Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
 Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m. 
  

NOV. 2022  
Nov 01  Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Nov 03  Recycling Village Wide 
Nov 07  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
Nov 10 Recycling Village Wide 
Nov 11  Village Hall Closed 
 Veteran’s Day    
Nov 14        Brush Pickup East of Taft Ave 
Nov 15 Board Meeting – 6:30 p.m. 
Nov 17        Recycling Village Wide 
Nov 21  Brush Pickup West of Taft Ave 
Nov 22  Planning Commission – 6:30 p.m. 
Nov 24 Village Hall Closed 
 Thanksgiving Day 
Nov 25 Village Hall Closed 
 Garbage Delayed  
Nov 28       Last Brush Pickup – Whole Town 
                   Administrative Hearing – 2:00 p.m.  

                     
 

Village Scholarship Program 

2022 Scholarship Award Winners 
The Village of Berkeley would like to congratulate the two 2022 
scholarship award winners: 
Madeline Johnson who will be attending Georgetown University. 
Jorge Garcia who will be attending the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. 
 

Your Right to Know 
Important Local Government Links 
Did you know that elected officials meet regularly each month to 
discuss matters that have impacts on the community and you are 
invited to attend? Did you know that if you can’t make it, you can 
still read about what was discussed? Use the links below to keep up 
with matters that affect you and stay informed: 
Village of Berkeley Meets the first and third Tuesday of each month 
at 6:30 PM: https://www.berkeley.il.us/agendas  
Berkeley Public Library Meets the fourth Wednesday of each 
month at 6:30 PM: http://berkeleypl.org/trustees  
Berkeley Park District Meets the first Wednesday of each month at 
7:30 PM: https://berkeleyparkdistrict.com/board-meetings 
Berkeley School District 87   Meets the fourth Monday of each 
month at 7:00 PM:  
https://www.berkeley87.org/about/board_of_education/board_meetings 
 

Save the Date 

Electric Lights Festival 
The Village of Berkeley will once again be presenting the 

Electric Lights Festival in Berkeley Park (5819 Electric Ave., 
Berkeley across from the Village Hall) beginning December 1st and 
going through January 9th.  This is a FREE walk through a 
Holiday Experience along a portion of the historic Illinois 
Prairie Path! 

 
 

 

Village of Berkeley 
5819 Electric Ave. 

Berkeley, ILL. 60163 
708-449-8840 

    www.berkeley.il.us 

https://www.berkeley.il.us/agendas
http://berkeleypl.org/trustees
https://berkeleyparkdistrict.com/board-meetings
https://www.berkeley87.org/about/board_of_education/board_meetings
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